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Director 

Message 
Fellow Wingers of Chapter C: 
Well the winter will be upon us: and many of us have put 
the bikes away for the winter, although the day of this 
writing the weather is excellent and going to be right 
through to the next week…go figure. Might just get another 
ride in. 
Our recent meeting at the new venue, went well I thought 
third time around. I would like to thank all those members 
that were present at the November meeting for attending. 
Management is getting used to us now. 
We promised to keep you all up to date with restructuring 
of the GWRRA management system moving from Regions 
to Districts. Region J is no longer, and our new district is 
“District NWC”. (North West Coast) The new District 
Director will be Yours Truly, (Kevin Bramhoff) effective 
January 1, 2018. A message from the district Director will be 
included in subsequent newsletters. 

continued on pg 2 
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Pen 

 

Our next meeting, January 16th will be the start of 
new programs, competitions and social events for 
2018. We value the input from all members, so I am 
asking for as many attendees as possible. January 
will also be a time of change from Region J to 
District NWC and all that entails. It will be 
interesting. 
The mileage contest ended in October, on the 31st. 
Congratulations to all…we look forward to your 
participation again in 2018. It was a success and the 
overall winner received not only half the Pot, they 
also received a fine hand-crafted trophy that they 
must keep secure for one year until it is handed out 
again to next years overall High Mileage Winner. 
Next year will be even better with more riders 
enrolled than last year. Chapter A has also thrown a 
challenge out to all other chapters for a High 
Mileage Chapter of the Year. Chapter A is supplying 
the Trophy for this event. 
2018 Motorcycle Show is coming up in January 
2018. This year the funding issued have been 
addressed and resolved to our satisfaction and we 
have filled all the volunteer positions for the show. 
Thank you to all. 
There are a lot of new, exciting programs and 
events planned for the next year - they all look to 
be interesting and should be enticing enough to get 
everyone out doing something with the Chapter. 
As this is my last message to you as Chapter 
Director I just want to say it has been my pleasure 
to have worked with you all in this capacity. Thank 
you for accepting me as CD. You will still see me as 
District Director and I will remain a member of 
Chapter C. Karin Young will continue as Chapter 
Director so there will be continuity of the 
programs, rides and events you have come to know 
and enjoy. Please, embrace the change and “enjoy 
Karin’s Reign of Terror”. 
See you all at the next meeting. Until we see you 
again, Be safe – Ride safe, 
Respectfully 
Kevin & Karin BC-C 

Editors Notes 
I have been around for 

a couple of months now 

and am starting to get 

the hang of what you 

guys are all about. It’s 

an interesting concept, 

ride a motorcycle and 

join a gang. It is 

apparently very popular 

with some. I however am 

not from a gang but there 

are pens that are. They 

are the ones that come 12 in a box and are 

very competitively priced. I am NOT one of 

THOSE I’ll have you know. But I don’t want to 

wave my superior virtues in front of anyone. I 

like to think I am a humble pen, maybe 

not??? 

Because I am new to this, “She” forgot to let 

me voice my ink in the last couple of issues. So 

now I have my chance… 

“She” took me to France, can you imagine 

that. We had a wonderful trip seeing all kinds 

of different and new (I mean very old but new 

to us) things that amazed us. “She” even let 

me have the very important job of filling in her 

customs form. My very first. Oh my! 

I have gone on a few of these rides that you 

all do but I am always stuck in the trunk of the 

bike and can’t see what “She” sees. I guess I 

have to live through her newsletters and 

photos to actually experience some of this. 

I am very excited for this “Christmas” thing 

that you all celebrate. I am not sure how 

mittens fit into the whole bike persona but I 

guess you know more than I. I am learning, 

please be patient. In the mean time, have a 

Very Merry Christmas, festive season greetings, 

Happy New Year and all that stuff. 



Chapter C Mileage 
Contest Results - May 1 

2017 – November 1 2017 
The presentation “Ceremony” took place at the 
last meeting with these two big, lovable goofs in 
charge of handing out the awards. Many thanks 
to Terry for organizing this fun event. 

High Mileage Overall–All Classes–D.J. Han 

Winner of $62.50 DJ also gets to keep this for 

1 year as well as having his name 

emblazoned on it! D.J. generously donated 

his winnings back to the club. 
 

 

High Mileage – GL 1100 – Ken Watson 
 

 

High Mileage – GL 1200 – Kevan MacRae 

High Mileage – GL 1500 – Harold 

“Howie” Mosher 
 

 

 

High Mileage – GL 1800 – Dave Schile 
 

 

 
High Mileage – Non-Gold Wing Class – 

Norm Estey 
 

 

 
There was then a draw for the balance for all 
entrants as follows: 
$32.25 – Rino Genzale – Rino graciously 

donated the money back to the club for the 

Christmas Party. 
 

 



$32.25 – Bill Flintoft – Bill was not there to 

receive the awards 

Bill also won the “bicycle award” for lowest 

miles – received his $5.00 entry fee back – 

(club funded – cause we felt sorry for him) 

 
And then it was time for out with the old and 

in with the new. 

As Kevan and myself have resigned from 

our position as Assistant Chapter Directors, 

Debbie and Steve Horin have stepped up 

to take it on. 
 

 

 
Thank you for the cake, it was a lovely gesture. 
I started cutting it before the photo. Oops! 
And thank you to all of our members, you 
have made it very easy to do this job and we 
will continue to serve you as best we can. Yes, 
I will continue to do the newsletter, that is a 
different hat that I wear. Kevan and Robyn 

 

 

Steve and Debbie our new Assistant Chapter 
Directors receiving their Badges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a guest at our last meeting. 
Peter Morrison talked a little about 
his business, “Morrison Mounts and 
More” He is known as the “Gadget 
Guy” His focus is on handlebar 
mounted accessories. He will also be 
at the bike show in January if you 
want to see what he has. His prices 
are in US dollars with no shipping or 
duty!! Thank you Gavin for 
introducing Peter to us. 



 

 
 

December 
2 BC-C Christmas Dinner 
2 BC-D Christmas Dinner 
3 BC-C Morning After Breakfast 
6 BC-D Dinner Meeting 
9 31st  Montesano Festival of 

Lights WA-D 
17   No BC-C Breakfast/Ride 
17   BC-A no breakfast meeting 
19   BC-C no dinner meeting 
25   Merry Christmas 

January 
1 BC-A Breakfast/Ride 
14 BC-C Breakfast/Ride 
16 BC-C Dinner Meeting 
19-21 Motorcycle Show 
28  BC-C Breakfast/Ride 

 
 

Please note that all BC-C Breakfast/Rides will be weather 
permitting from this point on. Breakfast will still be a go but 
riding may not. 

 
 

December 1 Kim MacLeod 
December 5 Norma Morrow 
December 4 Ken Funk 
December 10 Christiane Coopman 
December 13 Doreen Knoll 
December 22 Brenda Bowers 
December 27 Sue Masse 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OK people, somebody must have been married in December?? 

  Ride Schedule  

  Birthdays  

  Anniversaries  
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Chapter C 25th 

Anniversary Pin 
We have these in stock for 

anyone that wants to add one 

to their vest or jacket. We 

have them for sale for only $5 

each. They will be available 

at meetings for purchase. 

 
 

 
 



Breakfasts & Rides 
With the weather not being very condusive to 
riding, instead we eat. Well, we eat together 
which is far more fun. We had a breakfast on 
November 5th at the Well. We haven’t been there 
for a while so we decided to give it a try again. 
We had a good turnout as always. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We went to the Well again on the 19th of 
November, with another big group,  only to be 
very disappointed once again. Sorry to the folks at 
the Well, you just aren’t cutting it. We will go 
back to Jimmy J’s but if you have any ideas for 
new breakfast spots that can handle a group of 15 
or more, please let us know. 

 

Chapter A Remembrance 
Day Ride and Service 
There was a beautiful sunrise in our rear view 
mirrors as we left Chilliwack early in the am to 
meet Chapter A for breakfast in Burnaby and 
then a ride to Belcarra Park in Port Moody for a 
lovely ceremony on the water. It was a nice way 
to pay tribute to our fallen hero’s and the ones 
still serving us as well as enjoying yet another 
ride in this fabulous free country we call home. 
We even had a chance to try out our new rain 
gear. Thanks to Patrick Frampton for organizing 
this one and thanks for the invite. 

Kettle corn is always popular at events 

and now you can make it for a fraction 

of the cost. 

Thanks Gerri for sharing the recipe! 
 

Kettle Corn 
Ingredients 
¼ cup vegetable oil 

¼ cup sugar 

½ cup unpopped popcorn kernels 

Directions 
Heat the vegetable oil in a large pot over 
medium heat. Once hot, stir in the sugar and 
popcorn. Cover, and shake the pot 
constantly to keep the sugar from burning. 
Once the popping has slowed to once every 
2 to 3 seconds, remove the pot from the 
heat and continue to shake for a few 
minutes until the popping has stopped. Pour 
into a large bowl, and allow to cool, stirring 
occasionally to break up large clumps. 

 

 



When you accidently 

lock your keys in your 

trunk 

If a member is showing us this, it means that 
he has experience in this area which in this 
case is not good for him but good for us 
because he is sharing. When Dave did this, he 
googled these results. The bends are very 
specific, so make sure you have the right 
angles. 
Thanks Dave for the info 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In case you haven’t seen the new 
2018 Wing yet, here it is! 



Ken’s 

Korner 
By Ken Watson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The BC Lions played their first 
game in the Canadian Football 
league in 1954, losing 8-6 to the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers. Early 
home games were held at Empire 
Stadium, which was demolished in 
1984 and has been replaced by a 
soccer field at the Hastings Park, 
home of the PNE. 
The football team’s name was 
chosen after a contest was held in 
the local media. “The Lions” are 
distinctive twins peaks in the 
nearby North Shore mountains. 
According to local legend, they 
guard the city. 
The Lions won their first Grey Cup 
in 1964 against the Hamilton Tiger 
Cats. 

 

 

Chapter 

Historian 
By Bill Flintoft 

You want to know “Who is the 
longest serving Officer in 
Chapter C” and perhaps all the 
GWRRA in Canada and possibly 
the USA? (Need to do some 
Checking) If you guessed 
Janet Egan, our esteemed Chapter Treasurer you would 

be absolutely correct. 
She took the position in 
1991 and has been 
steadfast in the role ever 
since. On behalf of our 
Chapter, a big thank you 
from all of us to you Janet 
for your good work over 
the many years and continued 
success in the future. 
Our current chapter director 

Janet Egan Kevin Bramhoff says “Janet is my 
Favourite Treasurer and without 

any doubt a great steward of our Money”. We look 
forward to working with her for many years to come! 
We all look forward to riding with Wayne & Janet in the 
new year! 
Last Month’s Quiz Answers in Red 
How many chapters existed in BC from 1991 to 1997? 16 
What were the original Chapter C colours? We wear Red 
today. Green 
What other cities and towns had chapters? 
Besides the current Chapters – Kelowna, Penticton, 100 
Mile House, Squamish, Nelson, Dawson Creek, Quesnel, 
Campbell River,& Duncan. 
So here is another little quiz for you all: 
How many Chapter C Directors has there been since 1991? 
Who was the longest serving Chapter C Director/s? 
What Chapter is the Oldest in BC? Hint: its inception was 
1980! 
There was one other chapter Colour before Green and Red, 
what was it? 
Answers next edition! See you all soon. 
Thanks for reading 
Bill 



Kevin’s 

Musings 

Gremlin 

Bells 

 
Fellow Wingers – I always wondered what the 
history was behind these little bells some of us 
have hanging under our bikes. I have found this 
little piece about the subject from the internet 
along with some of my own research. 
One of the many things that motorcycle riders in 
general get as a gift is a “gremlin bell,” a little metal 
bell that attaches to your bike and is supposed to 
have the magical power to ward off “gremlins.” If 
Gremlins do exist it probably is not a bad idea…that 
being said, you never know what you may find out 
on the road. 
A Gremlin Bell can be a nice way to buy something 
inexpensive and meaningful for the biker in your 
life, especially when you have absolutely no idea 
what he or she might want or need. Besides, it’s 
the thought that counts with small gifts like this, 
anyway. 
There is a history to gremlin bells. Based on real 
stories from history. It’s not the muck you have 
seen or been told, the history behind them is real, 
and they served a very real purpose, but the real 
story may surprise you. 
During WW2 pilots as well as their flight crews 
often flew for more than 8 or 9 hours, particularly 
in winter, from dawn until dark, and after a mostly 
monotonous day in the air is when and where the 
gremlin stories began, apparently. It has been 
pointed out that “gremlins” aren’t mythical 
creatures. 
Nope, they’re the things you see out of the corner 
of your eye when you’re sleep deprived and your 
mind begins playing very 
real tricks on you, 
particularly in your 
peripheral vision. 10-hour 
bombing missions were 
boring as hell for 99% of 
the trip and the drone of 
the engines, the sheepskin 
lined clothing from head to 

toe to keep them warm, sleep deprivation, and 
prolonged lack of mobility all contributed to lulling 
them to sleep. 
The air forces of the various nations didn’t want their 
pilots falling asleep and flying into the ground at 
400mph (or failing to see enemy fighter planes 
swooping down on them). 
That’s where the whole gremlins thing started. 
Keeping fighter pilots and bomber crews awake was 
critical for obvious reasons. But the overtired flight 
crews and pilots would see things out of the corner of 
their eyes, that looks like “something out there on the 
wing.” Hanging a cowbell or dinner bell from the 
dashboard of the airplane where the constant jingling 
would cause them to bring their focus back to reality 
when it began to drift, even if it was just because it 
had become annoying. Gremlin bells WERE to keep 
the gremlins away, and they even sometimes worked. 
It’s just that they weren’t given to some lone biker to 
keep gremlins from tearing his bike apart on the long, 
lonesome highway. 
Fast Forward to the End of WWII. These vets who had 
been flying during the WWII and Korea brought the 
gremlin stories with them. 
People riding at night would experience the same 
hallucinations, especially on dark roads where 
headlights leaking light to the side would cast weird 
moving shadows as you went past a tree or a bush or 
a rock or a… “damn, was that someone standing on 
the side of the road back there? Was that a dog? 
What the hell?!? There’s nobody there, but I swear 
there was a second ago.” 
Gremlins are real, they’re just not physical things. 
They’re a sure indication that the brain desperately 
needs sleep to replenish and rejuvenate itself. They 
live in your nervous system, and they can be very 
annoying and very scary sometimes. 
Night rides after an exhausting day ride can leave you 
so tired that every tree or bush or rock has someone, 
or something start to jump out at us as we went by, 
where every shadow shifting as you passed a bush 
was a deer or a dog or a mountain lion about to run 
across the road. When it starts, it’s just slightly 
annoying – it’s your brain telling you “Pull over. I need 
sleep or you’re going to crash.” 
So, if someone gives you a gremlin bell for Christmas 
or your birthday, it’s not based on a completely made 
up story, there is a basis of truth from history, it’s just 
not what the marketing says it is. 
Well fellow Wingers, there you have it! Thanx for 
reading. 
Kevin Bramhoff 



The Pictures after the Party! 
The hall was decked out all in green 
white and blue 
With thanks to the volunteers who 
made it come true 
We had stockings, a tree, and some fun 
games to compete, 
We had turkey and ham and the 
trimmings to eat. 
Lots of prizes to win, big cash was 
galore, 
We collected tons of mitts, a really big 
score! 
We even had Santa come visit a while, 
He brought small gifts and laughter that 
made us all smile. 
We all helped to clean up, there was not 
much to do except to Wish You a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year Too. 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 



The Sellers and the Winners! 



 

Thank You’s 
I WANT TO THANK EVERYONE FOR HELPING 
OUT AND ATTENDING OUR CHRISTMAS 
PARTY. THE PARTY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS 
WITH A FEW SURPRISES AND LOTS OF 
PRIZES. THE FOOD WAS ABSOLUTELY 
FANTASTIC. BELOW ARE THE PRIZES AND A 
BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE SUPPLIERS. 

 
COTTONWOOD RV 2 X $25 GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 
BIG TOP 4 X $25 GIFT CERTIFICATES 
JIMMY J’S GRILL $20 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
RENDEZVOUS RESTAURANT $25 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE 
CHILLIWACK LAWNBOWL 5 FREE GAMES 
VALUE ($50) 
MURRY MURDOCH 4 LITRES OF OIL 
INTERSTATE BATTERY 2 X BATTERY TENDER 
FLASHLIGHT 
4 INTERSTATE CAPS 
KARIN YOUNG BOTTLE OF AMARULA 
LIQUER 
MANDARIN GARDEN $20 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
LORDCO 52 PIECE SOCKET SET 
HARLEY DAVIDSON MENS T-SHIRT 
MIDWAY TIRECRAFT $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
KEVIN BRAMHOFF MILWAUKEE BATTERY 
HEATED JACKET 
CHILLIWACK LAWN BOWLING 10 FREE 
GAMES ($50 VALUE) 
VALLEY MOTORCYCLE OIL CHANGE 

 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AND SEE YOU 
IN THE NEW YEAR!! 
KARIN 



The 2017 Mitten Tree 
 

 

 

Our group collected 251 
items for Chilliwack Central 
Elementary School this 
year. Way to Go! Thank You 
to Donna Teeft once again 
for arranging this with the 
school. For some reason 
this project is near and 
dear to my heart and I am 
so excited to be able to 
give back to these little 
ones and our community. 
They were delivered to the 
school on the Monday 
following the party, by 
Donna Teeft, Debbie Horin 
(our new Assistant Chapter 
Director) and myself. Once 
again, they were very well 
received by the teachers 
and students. 
I was speaking with a little 
boy “Nico” who was quite 
the entertaining young 
man, to discover 
afterwards that he will 
most likely be one of the 
recipients of these mittens 
and hats and scarves. 
When you see the kids, 
(and some of them clearly 
could use some help in the 
warmth department) and 
talk to the teachers, you 
discover just how much 
the kids need our help. 
So thank you many times 
over (251 to be exact) to 
all that contributed. I hope 
to see these numbers grow 
even higher next year. 
Watch for sales on these 
items in the spring to get a 
jump on next year! 

Robyn MacRae-Editor 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From your 
Chapter 
Team… 

We Wish you all 
a Very Merry 
Christmas and 
a Very Happy 

New Year 


