
 

Contents 

1 Chapter message 

2 District message 

3 Kevin’s Musings 

4 Special Dates 

5 Event Calendar 

6 All Events 

7 Ken’s Korner 

8/9 Group Riding 

10-13 Group Rides 

13/14 For Sale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contacts 
Chapter Director 
Karin Young 
gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com 

 
Assistant Chapter Directors 
Steve & Debbie Horin 
gwrrabcc.assistdir@gmail.com 

 
Membership Enhancement 
Murry Murdoch 
gwrrabcc.mec@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Robyn MacRae 
gwrrabcc.editor@gmail.com 

 
Mid Week Riders 
Don Reitsma 
d_m_reitsma_moon@shaw.ca 

District Director 
Kevin Bramhoff 
director@gwrra-nwc.com 

 
 
 
 

 
Chapter 

Directors 

Message 

This past month has been a busy one. After our 
GreenHeart Run, I don’t think we have stopped doing 
things. The Island Loop, Cashmere, Salt Spring Ride 
and also our Sunday ride to Hedley and lawn bowling, 
all of these things have one thing in common, the 
people. I have to say we are a fun bunch. The 
laughter and camaraderie on all of the events never 
stopped. A lot of us have made lifelong friends 
because of motorcycling and the GWRRA. 
One of the GWRRA’s mottos is “we belong to all 
chapters” and this year we sure proved that. I am 
looking forward to many more events held by us and 
other chapters as well as District events. 
I have also set up another date for an ARC. I have had 
such great feedback regarding our other two that I 
felt we could get away with a third one. 
Remember, our web site is constantly being updated 
with pictures and events. Check it out! Gwrra-bcc.org 

 
 

 
Until next month 

Karin Young 
Chapter Director 
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District Directors’ Message 
Fellow Wingers: 
I really hope you all have had a chance to get out and ride this past few weeks. 
The weather has been great and the roads…well they are what we make them. 
This riding season has been a good one for Karin & I. We have participated in 
many great rides, met some new folks along the way and really had a good time 
all being said. That's what it is all about. 
The District Island Loop ride was excellent including participation and 
contribution from Chapters BC-V, C, A & G. It was well planned and entertaining 
with excellent roads that provided challenge and sport for all rider levels. A big 
"Well Done" to our ride coordinator Keiller Gowans. 
We had a pretty good turnout for the ride, I wish there could have been more 
participants, however it is the first year of our district being in existence and 
being the inaugural ride for District NWC, the word just has to get out there 
about how great this ride was…I am sure there will be even more interest for 
the next ride and there will be many more district rides in our future. 
My only regret…we did not have any participants from Chapter BC-D on a 
relatively local ride. Hopefully that will change in the future. We have another 
District Ride planned for August, The Gypsy Run! If it is half as well planned as 
the last District ride…I can't wait! 
The Ride is listed on the district web site under the "What's Happing" tab. 
http://gwrra-nwc.com along with a lot of other great rides taking place across 
our beautiful District 
There is still time to register and there are hotel rooms blocked until July 30th. I 
encourage you all to take advantage of the hard work put into the planning and 
execution of these rides, it is well worth participating. The district newsletter 
will have more Island Loop Details for you all to review. 
My message for you all this month is still…Get Out and Ride! Just do it. The 
weather is great and we should take advantage while we all can. 
Did you know there are 193 roads listed in the destinations highways book right 
here in British Columbia alone? Never mind that we have access to Washington 
State if we like. 
While you are at it, have some fun… 
Thank you for being members of the GWRRA. Your membership and 
participation are what makes the GWRRA the finest International Motorcycle 
Riding organization in North America. 
Respectfully 
Kevin Bramhoff 
District Director – 
District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast" 

http://gwrra-nwc.com/
http://gwrra-nwc.com/


Kevin’s 
Musings 

 
 
 
 
 

Fellow Wingers 
In my haste to get an article into our 
esteemed Newsletter Editor I could not think 
of anything to write, besides my brain hurts most of the time, So I found something of interest to all out there in 
Motorcycle land. It is interesting, enjoy! 

20 Amazing Motorcycle Facts 2014 by Ken Kupchik 

For all of you motorcycle enthusiasts out there, we've dug up 20 bike facts just for you. Even though they're 
only on 2 wheels, and much smaller than cars, motorcycles have played just as interesting a role in history as 
the automobile, having been with us for over a century. Here are 20 Amazing Motorcycle Facts: 

 
1 British inventor Edward Butler is credited with coining the term 'motorcycle' when inventing a 3-wheeled 

petrol vehicle in 1884. 
2 Front motorcycle tires dispense water at three times the rate of rear tires. 
3 The very first Harley-Davidson motorcycle used a tomato can for a carburetor. 
4 It is estimated that 1 in 5 bikes that are not garaged get stolen, but insurance companies estimate that nearly 

25% of bike theft claims are in fact fraudulent. 
5 In addition to motorcycles, Kawasaki also builds ships, power plants, industrial equipment, robots, and 

spaceships. 
6 Technically, up to eight motorcycles can fit into the same parking space occupied by one car. 
7 'Vespa' means 'wasp' in Italian. 
8 The record for the longest-ever backwards motorcycle ride was set by Hou Xiaobin in Binzhou City, China, and 

lasted 150 km (93.2 miles). 
9 Sonny Barger, the founder of the Hell's Angels wrote in his autobiography that he prefers Japanese bikes over 

Harley-Davidsons. 
10 When taking a corner, 75% of the bike's grip comes from the front tire. 
11 The world's largest motorcycle pyramid was completed by the Indian Army's Daredevil Team, with 201 men 

riding on 10 bikes. 
12 There have been motorcycle manufacturers by all three of the following names: Devil, Satan, and Lucifer. 
13 Japan built a motorcycle called the TOTO which was powered by human waste. 
14 'Hayabusa' is Japanese for peregrine falcon, which preys on blackbirds. It was also the name of a fighter 

plane used in World War II: the Nakajima Ki-43, which was used as a Kamikaze plane towards the end of the 
war. 

15 Lawrence of Arabia (T.E. Lawrence) was killed in a motorcycle accident after swerving to avoid two boys on 
their bicycles. 

16 Triumph makes golf balls in addition to motorcycles. 
17 Ducati started out as a radio-component company 13 years before World War 2. 
18 The world's longest motorcycle, built in Russia in 2005, is 31 feet long and seats up to 16 people. 
19 Modern sports-bike tires don't contain any actual rubber at all. They are made entirely from synthetic 

rubber, which is beneficial due to a balance between durability and traction. 
20 Considered the first motorcycle, the Roper steam velocipede was invented between 1867 and 1869 by 

inventor Sylvester H. Roper in Roxbury, Boston, MA. 
Well there you have it fellow wingers, even the founder of the H.A. likes Japanese Bikes…who knew? Until I 
see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe Kevin Bramhoff 
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August 

Rides, Rides and more Rides. You certainly can’t say that Chapter C 
doesn’t ride. Our ride schedule says otherwise. Take advantage of all 
that is happening within our Chapter and District by checking out our 
website. 
www.gwrra-bcc.org 

 

IF you have your name on the 
birthday/Anniversary list and IF you 
attend the chapter meeting in your 
birthday/Anniversary month, you will 
get a FREE ticket for the 50/50 draw at 
that meeting. Make sure that Karin ha 
your name on the list. We love to 
double dip!! 

 

  Anniversaries  
 

15 Vince and Norma 
23 Simon and Irene 
25 Irwin and Leona Janzen 
26 Doug and Mrs Doug Janzen 
26  Norm and Kathy Estey 

Don and Marilyn Reitsma 

  Event Schedule – Chapter C  

  Birthdays  

15 Tony Price 
17 Donna Teeft 
20 Norm Estey 
28 Dave Crosson 
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EventsEventsEventsEvents 
Gypsy Ride 
District NWC 
August 17-20 

 
This ride should be a 
lot of fun times based 
on the last District 
Ride. Hurry-register 
quickly, there may still 
be time! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gold Run 
BC-D 
September 1-2 

 
 
 

Make sure you check out 
our website under 
Happenings or each 
individual Chapter 
website for more details 
because I don’t know how 
to link stuff. 



Ken’s 

Korner 
By Ken Watson 

 
 

BC Trivia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Advanced Riding Course 
I am setting up another ARC for 
Sept 14-15. Price is $45 per bike. 
Please email me if you are 
interested and I can also accept 

On the day that John Lennon was murdered, three 
teenaged Vancouverites played their very first gig in 
front of a small crowd at the city/s now defunct 
Smiling Buddha Cabaret. Their set comprised just six 
original tunes-played four times each – and they took 
requests from a depressed crowd of about 15. Since 
then 54-40 has gone on to become one of the biggest 
bands in Canada. Although they never caught on 
below the border, their song “I Go Blind” was a huge 
hit for American frathouse favorites Hootie & the 
Blowfish. 
In the 1840’s, the slogan of American expansionists 
was “Fifty Four or Fight” a battle cry demanding the 
boundary line between Oregon and the Canadian 
Northwest run through the location present day Prince 
Rupert. Fortunately, President James Polk reached a 
compromise with England and the border was 
established at the 49th parallel rather than at 540 40’ 

 

 

etransfers as well. Karin 
GWRRAbcc.director@gmail.com 

Chapter Shirts 
We are once again ready to 
order more shirts for those 
that would like one. This time 
around we will be looking 
at some style options and 
we have a “team” in place 
that will be sourcing this. 
Please watch your email 
for updates and make 
sure to respond quickly 
if you want to order. 

mailto:GWRRAbcc.director@gmail.com


5 Things to Keep in Mind when Group Riding 
 

Group riding can be one of the most enjoyable 
parts of your motorcycle passion, but also has its 
own set of challenges. It can be very dangerous if 
your group is disorganized so its important to get 
everyone on the same page before you ride the 
wind for hours on end. Here are some tips to 
keep in mind when motorcycle group riding to 
keep things safe and fun. 

 

Pre-Ride Meeting 
Its very helpful to get together with all your 
riders before you head out on the road to go 
over how long you’ll ride for, where you’ll stop, 
go over hand signals, the pace of the ride and to 
ask any other questions you may have. If you’re 
in a group that has been riding together for some 
time, you may be able to skip this part, but if you 
have people with a variety of riding experience, 
its best to get everyone organized before hand. It 
will be a lot easier to go over the ground rules in 
a quiet environment than over the crackle of the 
throttle. 

 

Decide Riding Order 
Next, your group will need to designate a lead 
rider (person in front) and a tail rider (person in 
back). The lead rider is responsible for setting the 
pace, keeping his eye out for anything ahead that 
could interrupt the ride (whether it be a traffic 
jam, bad weather, etc…) and navigating. They 
should be well skilled in issuing hand signals as 
they will be the eyes for the rest of the group. 
Make sure you have an experienced rider leading 
the pack. 
Your tail rider should be just as experienced as 
your front rider. They will be in charge of keeping 
tabs on the entire group and anyone who 
wanders off, has mechanical problems or does 
anything stupid to put the rest of the group in 
danger. Once you have these two important 
riders appointed, you should line up the rest of 
the group by experience. Any novices should stay 
behind the lead rider while the seasoned riders 
behind them. You don’t want to have all your 
veteran riders in the front where they might 
accidentally cruise off and leave the newbies 
behind. 

Bring Supplies 
Every rider in the group should be well supplied in 
case of an emergency. Make sure you bring your 
own cell phone (make sure its charged), some extra 
cash and your own set of tools for your bike. You 
may also want someone appointed to bring some 
extra tools like a flashlight, duct tape and a first aid 
kit. You can decide yourself to come supplied with a 
few things others may have forgotten. If you want to 
be praised very quickly by your fellow riders, bring 
some essentials like aspirin, water, sunscreen, 
earplugs and a phone charger. 

 

Riding Formation 
Perfecting your formation can be the trickiest part of 
group riding, but staying in proper formation gives 
each other enough space to react to any sudden 
hazards and helps any other drivers on the road 
avoid you. 
The best way is to stagger. This means that if a line 
were drawn from rider to rider, it would make a 
perfect and evenly spaced zig zag line. To achieve 
this, the lead rider will ride on the left side of the 
lane, while the second rider on the right, about a 
second behind. The third rider will then be a second 
behind the second rider, back to the left side. This 
pattern continues with each rider in your group 
down to the very end. 
You may consider a single file formation when 
approaching a curve in the road or when poor road 
conditions appear, but never ride side by side. This is 
a lot more unsafe and doesn’t give enough cushion 
to avoid something hazardous without hitting the 
person riding next to you. 

 

Separation 
Of course you want you group to stick together for 
the entire group ride, but sometimes that’s not 
always possible. Someone could lag behind due to a 
red light, a car not letting them pass or just not 
being able to keep up with the pace. Don’t panic and 
speed off aggressively to the point you get pulled 
over. If you were at the pre-ride meeting, you 
should know where the rest stops are and you can 
catch up to the group there. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you Gerri for submitting this very informative article. Please remember that 
GWRRA offers a FREE group riding course. Perhaps something we should do in lieu 
of a Sunday Ride in the near future. We can ALL learn something new! 



Island Loop Ride 
A group of 6 bikes met at the Evans Rd 
roundabout Chevron, for kickstands up at 5am, 
to catch the 7am ferry at Tsawwassen. The only 
good thing about that early departure was that 
it only took us 1 hour to get to the ferry! A few 
bikes from Chapter A were also there, to make 
us a group of 13 bikes. 
We met 4 other bikes at the Sydney McDonalds 
to put the bike count up to 17. We broke into 2 
groups. Dave and I rode with Tony from 
Chapter V (Victoria). He led our group of 5 
bikes on a beautiful, scenic ride. He pointed out 
John Travolta’s home along the way, in 
Brentwood etc. What a great, personal tour 
guide! He led us along a twisty, winding, 
narrow “goat trail” road through park like 
settings. It reminded me of a Northern 
California forest. We saw some deer here. We 
stopped at Goldstream Park to meet up with 
the other bikes. 
Then we rode along the Oceanside route, to 
pass through many of those beach side 
communities like Mill Bay, Ladysmith, Cherry 
Point Winery, Cowichan Bay (where you can go 
whale watching). The tide was out, so there 
were lots of sandy beaches full of families 
having fun. We saw Crofton, Chemainus, 
Ladysmith etc. There were a few Brew Pubs, 
and wineries along the route. We got to 
Nanaimo around 1pm and the weather was a 
beautiful 22c by the ocean. We went by the 
Tig-Na-Mara resort at Parksville, on our way to 
French Creek for lunch. That’s where we met up 
with Norm and Kathy. They went over to Salt 
Spring Island the day before. Kathy had a 
hilarious story about the accommodations that 
Norm booked for them!! (see page 11) 
Dave and I had the fish and chips that came 
highly recommended by Kevin and Karin, and 
we weren’t disappointed! The best we’ve ever 
had! Thanks for taking us there guys!! 
Now heading to Campbell River, our final 
destination for the day. There is a huge marina 
there, with lots of commercial and pleasure 
boats. Campbell River is a great fishing 
location. 

 

 

We drove 446k today by the time we stopped 
at the Heritage Inn for the night. 
The “King and Queen” were the only ones that 
got the air conditioned room! Lol.. 
We all gathered and sat around outside, and I 
guess ended up having a parking lot party, as 
no one else was on our side of the 
building. We ordered pizza to be delivered, 
and we all had a good evening. Lots of good 
stories, giggles and laughs. Great group, good 
times. 
The next morning, some of the group headed 
to Powell River and down the Sunshine Coast. 
Others headed in various directions. We left 
with Doug and Brenda and headed for the 
Duke Point Ferry. We wanted a shorter day, as 
it’s going to be a very hot! Had a great ride 
and got home before dinner. What a 
wonderful weekend, with great people. 
We want to thank Kevin and Karin for putting 
together a great ride weekend. 
Submitted by Dave and Gerri Crosson. 

 



Lawn Bowling Evening 

Karin set up another fun evening of 
lawn bowling for anyone interested. I 
believe there were 8 bowlers and 
several on the cheering squad watching 
the fun. Thanks Gerri for the photos. 

Hedley Ride – July 8th 

Not one of our regular ride Sundays but Dave & 
Dave planned this one simply because they 
wanted to ride to Doug’s Homestead for their 
beef jerky and pepperoni, all made on site. We 
had a good turnout for this ride, 17 bikes and 
23 people. Thanks to Murry for bringing a 
trailer full of cold drinks for all to enjoy. 
Apparently he is doing it again today (as I finish 
the newsletter on the day of the group ride to 
Bromley Rock) What a sweet guy. But then it 
seems like we have a lot of generous thoughtful 
folks in our group. 
After the jerky stop, we all had lunch in Hedley 
at the Hitching Post & overtook the restaurant. 
The impromptu bug run was won by Dave 
Schile. 
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Washington Rally-Cashmere 
 

 
 

 
 

Is this the Dawning of the Age 
of Aquarius? 
Norm and I couldn’t make the Salt Spring Rally and 
so decided to visit Salt Spring on our way to 
Campbell River. Norm offered to book 
accommodations. We like B&B so he was on it. Being 
summer and a weekend, things were booked but he 
found one. It was called Farm Stay. Norm warned me 
we “might “ have to share a bathroom, but it was 
only one night. “This will be fun-a new experience.” 
We arrived around 8pm after a long day on the bike. 
The place was off the beaten track and had a huge 
gate. We could see the house inside. We opened the 
gate and started up past the chicken coop and by the 
fields of veggies. It looked a little unkept but hey it is 
a farm. 
Several people were sitting outside at a picnic table. 
Norm had been told to ask for Dan. Norm called out, 
inquiring for Dan and as they turned around we 
noticed a big cloud of smoke and lots of hands trying 
to disperse it! 
They found Dan for us. He was wearing a sarong and 
bare feet on the gravel! He started to show us 
around explaining this was a “community” (read 
commune) that shared everything. He showed us to 
our trailer. Norm explained that he had booked a 
room. Dan was sure we had booked a trailer and 
showed it to us. It was a camper, the sort that goes 
on the back of a pick-up. It was sitting up on blocks 
and was ancient and filthy, but the inside seemed ok. 
I asked about the bathroom. Dan informed me that 
water was very dear and so they had a communal 
shower. He asked if we had towels? I asked where 
the toilet was? He pointed to a red structure that 
housed a compostable toilet. It was also filthy. He 
told me that after I used it I should throw in some 
wood chips. It was quite a walk from our trailer. 

We had not eaten so I asked if they had food and no 
they didn’t-thank God! I asked Dan about restaurants 
and he suggested a couple. Norm and I told him we 
were going to dinner. As we took off on the bike I 
said to Norm, “you know I’m not coming back”. He 
knew and didn’t even try t ge 
of accommodations. 

Kathy Estey 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1998 Honda GL 1500 SE Gold Wing 
Only 22,286 MILES on bike 
Asking $8500.00 
Contact: Phil Masse @ 604-824-8871 
or email suezieq@shaw.ca 

 

 

Red 2001 Triumph Trophy 900cc with 3 
hard bags. side bags are removable. Great 
touring bike 44506 km asking $4800 obo 
contact Ken Hall, 250-955-2123 or email 
kkhall@live.com 

 

 
Man’s size small, leather vest. 
Stitching marks visible, from where I 
removed my crests. If someone needs 
one, to sew their 
crests on, this 
would work... 
Asking $20 
Gerri Crosson 
604-858-7695 

mailto:suezieq@shaw.ca
mailto:kkhall@live.com


$135.00 

For Sale Goldwing Accessories 
All From 2015 Honda GL1800 Goldwing 
but will fit other years 
Contact jgunther@ telus.net (John) 

 
Honda OEM luggage rack, never used, 
still in box $70.00 

 

 

 
Kuryakin Ergo 2 Pegs 
c/w long and short bars. 
Used but in 
great condition 
$85.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kuryakin Backrest (used 1 season and in 
good shape) 

Tank Scuff guard ( never used) $20.00 
 

Freewire x2 c/w cords/cables $150.00 
each 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kuryakin 
Glove Box 
Cubby 
$30.00 

Kuryakin 
cup holder 
$30.00 

Kuryakin 
trunk lid 

organizer 
$40.00 


