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Chapter 

Director 

Message
Hello Everyone,

Where has this month gone? I could have sworn I just did a 

directors message last week? But reflecting back, a lot of 

things have already passed.

Our first gathering for 2018 had a great showing. We had a 

couple of interesting speakers. Rob Ellis spoke to us about 

the Drill Team and Ian McAlpine spoke with us regarding 

his group and the Abbotsford Airshow. Also, let’s not forget 

our ARC’s (Advanced Riding Course). April 20-21 and May 

11-12. If you haven’t already signed up, I suggest you sign 

up quickly.

The Abbotsford Motorcycle show went very well. Kevin 

and I worked the booth on Friday night and had a lot of 

interest. I spoke with other volunteers and they also had a 

lot of people stop by including Chapter C members that 

have never been to one of our gatherings, hope to change 

that.

Travelled with our District Director to Victoria on our last 

blustery weekend. We met Chapter V for their breakfast 

meeting and met a fine group of people. Looking forward 

to perhaps a ride collaboration with them.

Sunday the 11th is our next breakfast                                                 

date. I will reserve a table or                                                       

two at Jimmy J’s again for                                                                     

8:30am. Hope to see you                                                          

all there,                                                                                            

In the meantime, if  you need                                                        

anything from me, just email                                                         

me and I will get back to you                                                               

as soon as I can.

Karin Young

Chapter C Director



District Directors’  MessageDistrict Directors’  MessageDistrict Directors’  MessageDistrict Directors’  Message

Fellow Wingers:

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better known by his pen 

name Mark Twain, once said, "The secret of getting 

ahead is getting started".

Well fellow wingers we have done just that. The 

district team is in place, we have a web site up and 

running, plans are being formulated for rides and 

gatherings. We only had 6 weeks to get this far and 

my goal is to have the "district machine" up and 

running smoothly by the end of the 1st quarter of this 

year. 

My other goal is to visit all the chapters by the end of 

next quarter. I would welcome input from members 

and Chapter Directors alike. My vision is to get equal 

service and representation for all chapters 

throughout the district. I want to help your chapter 

memberships grow and get everyone out riding. I am 

available to help, not interfere.

Be mindful there are to be fewer rules…I come from a 

chapter that did just that. We did not get new 

members by introducing more rules.

If you recall my previous (January) message I 

mentioned our legacy and what we all want to leave 

behind when we finally age out. We all want the 

GWRRA to continue, however, there will be nothing 

in our wake without new members.

Increasing membership and growing the district will 

be the main thrust of our energies this year. My job is 

to get the chapters and their membership the tools to 

do this.

We as a group also require an attitude 

adjustment…what do I mean? Well it's simple; if we 

are going to attract new members we really need to 

adjust our thought process when it comes to other 

makes and styles of motorcycles and the riders of 

them.

We all have made "tongue in cheek" remarks 

about those other bikes…you know, after speaking 

to many of the riders that we "comment" about, 

they do not like it! Go figure! Just because we ride 

"the superior ride"…see where I am going with 

this. 

As Gold Wing riders many of us developed 

prejudices with respect to other "motorcycle 

brands". We need to adjust this. We need to see 

everyone on a motorcycle regardless of brand as a 

fellow riding colleague! 

They could also be fellow members…follow me 

now? We all have a common thread that ties us all 

together, we love to ride motorcycles, we like to 

have fun, we like to be safe. We are creating a 

platform of inclusivity to attract new members. 

The GWRRA amended their rule allowing for riders 

of "other motorcycles" to be included as members 

of GWRRA. 

Fewer rules, less politics and yes… “More Riding”. 

After all, that is why we are all here in this group, 

“riding our motorcycles”. This is the common 

denominator for all of us and will be the reason we 

gain new members. 

So…how do we do achieve this lofty goal of new 

membership swelling our ranks? What tools are 

available in our arsenal to assist us in this 

endeavor? Talk it up! Tell fellow nonmember 

riders, about all that GWRRA has to offer. Be 

proud, tell it like it is!

The grass roots communication of “rider to rider 

word of mouth” about what a great group we 

are, the great rides, as well as the experiences we 

are exposed to is more than attractive to new 

members. We (chapter BC-C) have proven that 

this works. That getting out there riding and 

embracing / welcoming other riders of other 

motorcycle types and styles is the key to recruiting 

new members. That diversity brings new 

knowledge and strengthens our ridership and our 

social network / framework improves as a result.

Statistics from ICBC reveal that there are 63,300



motorcycles registered in our province 

alone. As there is only 500+ GWRRA 

members in our district, we have a lot of 

prospects. 

So, when we are out there, talk us up. Be 

prepared to give them contact details, give 

them a web address, invite them to a 

meeting. We have some chapters in the 

district where almost all the members in 

that group have had their turn at being 

Chapter Directors. They are running out of 

volunteers. New membership resolves 

that issue. As we discovered many newer 

members were eager to get involved and 

the succession planning began handling 

itself.

There are many benefits to new 

membership for the chapters. More riders 

- more fun, better activities and believe 

me, more members mean lighter 

workloads at all events for everyone. 

Embracing change and benefitting from it 

is the key. Be mindful that "Large 

Motorcycle" registrations are down 

significantly in the USA and Canada. The 

reason is simple, the younger generation 

cannot afford them, so they purchase 

smaller bikes that hold more value to 

them. Embrace the change, they are riders 

as well and require training as we did.

They are future potential members and 

they will fit in. Look this is all a big cultural 

shift. It's shocking to some. Thought 

provoking to others. To use the cliché; 

bottom line…we need to do this. That's 

enough pontificating!

I look forward to working with all of you 

throughout the district to achieve our 

goal. We have a lot of good things 

planned, stay tuned.

Until then – Be safe – Ride safe

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District N.W.C. 

The Great North West Coast

Kevin's MusingsKevin's MusingsKevin's MusingsKevin's Musings
Future Thoughts!Future Thoughts!Future Thoughts!Future Thoughts!
We have always done it this                                                     

way! Ever hear that? I seem                                                         

to hear it constantly. It could                                                 

perhaps be an age thing.                                                            

The older generation clinging                                                       

to old traditions or insecure                                                    

about change, even beneficial change.

Fellow wingers; I have been a longtime advocate for less 

rules, more riding and a more relaxed atmosphere at 

GWRRA gatherings and functions. The upper echelon of our 

association seemed to believe this as well and thus the 

changes to the GWRRA structure came about.

It means a cultural shift, a new paradigm where we embrace 

other riders and welcome other bikes into the fold sort of 

speak. It also means changing the way we do things. 

Changing from the outdated to the "new".

Do not get me wrong, I am all about tradition and history, 

however, when a new and perhaps better way comes in to 

existence why not investigate the benefits and; if "it" makes 

sense make the change.

A for instance; beating laundry on a rock in a creek was the 

most efficient method of cleaning clothes. Imagine if we held 

on to the outdated mode of washing clothes, because "that 

is the way we have always done this", there would never 

have been a "Maytag Repair Man".

Using poor analogies, I am trying to say that we must move 

along with the times and start embracing new technologies. 

If we are to try to garner new members we must be mindful 

that younger potential members communicate in a much 

different way than we do. Instagram, twitter, snapchat, even 

the "antiquated Facebook".

We will have to learn and understand the various 

communication media, so we can bring potential new 

members into the fold. Yes, they will probably not fit in right 

away, maybe not ever. They may not embrace chapter life, it 

is a new generation and a new social structure. I envision a 

possible sub group to our own, similar to our Mid-Week 

riders. They will have their own schedule and function under 

the GWRRA umbrella. However, they will be members, there 

will be a legacy and they will take training.

There is no downside that I can see. These new members 

may even be nice people that we want to be around. Just be 

mindful, there is that common thread that ties us all, riding. 

Does not matter what you ride, just ride. Yes, "we have 

always done thigs this way"…time for a change.

Well fellow wingers there you have it, open minds pay off! 

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.

Kevin Bramhoff – District NWC



Get Your 
Green on!
•March 17th

•Lawn Bowling Club

•5:00 PM  doors open

•6:30 pm for dinner

•Pot Luck-bring a dish

•$5 per person

Please sign up at gwrrabcc@gmail.com

or at a meeting

Wear Green,
Have Fun
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Ride Schedule

February
7      BC-D Dinner Meeting

11 BC-C Breakfast/Ride

18   BC-A Breakfast Meeting

20   BC-C Dinner Meeting

25  BC-C Breakfast/Ride

March
1 BC-A  Breakfast/Ride

7     BC-D Dinner Meeting

11   BC-C Breakfast/Ride

16 BC-C Dinner Meeting

17 BC-C Get Your Green On party

18 BC-A Breakfast Meeting

25   BC-C Breakfast/Ride

Please note that all BC-C Breakfast/Rides will be weather 

permitting until the weather smartens up. Breakfast will still be a 

go but riding may not.

February 4    Kevan MacRae

Debbie Horin

February 14 Linda Geddes

February 29 Don Crassweller

February    Mark and Linda Geddes

March 17th    Party with Leprechauns
$5 per person and bring a pot luck dish to share. We need to 

sign up for this event. Don’t forget to wear green



Drill Team Riding, 

Ever wondered about Drill Team Riding? Or asked yourself, how did they do that?

Or I bet you’ve heard someone say, “ I don’t think I could ride like that”

Well you can bet there are some drill team riders that never knew what they were capable of, or how 

much enjoyment they could get learning to ride in formation until they came out and tried it!

One of the benefits to riding with a drill team, is that it gets you out on a weekly basis to focus on, and 

practice skills that you use every second, of every day that you ride your motorcycle.

Another element to riding with a drill team is the comradery, friendship and trust in each other. Trust 

takes time to build when riding with other bikes in a formation, but the rewards and the satisfaction is so 

worth the time you place in your riding.

Your GWRRA ARC (Advanced Rider Course) is the start of your journey, and an introduction to a small 

sample of what Drill team riding can give you..

Like many things in life, if there is an element of challenge around your interest, it’s probably fun, and 

rewarding!! 

We practice at the Fraser View Community Church located at the McCallum Road exit off of hwy #1 in 

Abbotsford on Mondays at 6:00pm. You are welcome to come out and observe, and eventually do some 

riding if it looks interesting to you. Most large touring bikes are welcome.

Please contact Rob Ellis if interested at groundhog@shaw.ca

Medic First Aid Course
March 10th @ 9am

@ Shirley’s Clubhouse 16128 86 Ave

The cost is $35 per person

Please bring a lunch, coffee and tea 

will be provided.
If your MFA is outdated, this is the time to 

re-new it!! 



Editors Notes
February, the month of love. You 
guys love to ride, right? That’s what I 
thought. Me too! 

As the weather is still not co-
operating, we will focus on all the 
things that are happening right now 
within our chapter.

The motorcycle show is just over and 
“she” got a new helmet. She can’t 
wait to try  it out. Does this mean that 
I also need a helmet? I think I am 
pretty protected by the backpack 
that I live in when I am not working 
but I keep hearing this ATGATT being 
spoken. All the Gear, All the Time. So, 
when do I get my gear? I won’t hold 
my breath or is that ink?

Pen GWRRA-BCC.ORG
This is our new website. Make 

sure to check it out for events, 

pictures, ride routes, newsletter 

archives and so much more. We 

still have a lot of work to do but it is 
up and running.

Our party with Leprechauns is happening on 
March 17th at the lawn bowling club and is only 
$5 a person. Please make sure you sign up for 
this and bring a pot luck dish to share. And 
don’t forget to wear green. I’m pretty sure there 
will be some kind of prize/s as well, there always 
is. I need to find some green ink.
To keep all of us safe, there will be a couple of 
Advanced Riding Courses in April  & May to 
brush up on your skills. Sign up for one of those 
too. This course is only $45 per bike and “she” 
says that the co-riders should be taking this 
course along with your rider. It will help to make 
better riders out of all of you. I know I will be 
there cause  “she” takes me everywhere. I’m 
feeling pretty special.
Lastly, because I’m running out of space, Mike 
Brouse has kindly opened up his garage in order 
for you guys (and gals) to do some light 
maintenance. He has a hoist and a pressure 
washer for those hard to reach places. This will 
be April 29th. Man, there is a lot going on with 
you guys. It’s going to be a great riding season 
with lots more stuff to come. 



Ken’s 

Korner
By Ken Watson

In Search 

of Bigfoot

While Sasquatch sightings have been 

reported throughout North America, 

the bipedal being with the big feet is 

most closely associated with the 

Pacific Northwest. 47 close 

encounters have been reported in 

B.C. alone since the first one in 1811. 

Witness generally describe a tall, 

hairy humanoid that reeks to high 

heaven. Many also report hearing 

distinct vocalizations-grunts and 

shrieks that seem very much like 

some sort of primitive language. 

While several of the sightings have 

proven to be hoaxes, many people 

remain convinced of the mysterious 

creatures existence.

The word Sasquatch is taken from 

the Coast Salish work “sasqac” 

meaning “hairy giant” and the 

mysterious beings figure prominently 

in many tribal legends throughout 

the province. Cryptozoologist suggest 

that, if sasquatch do exist, they are 

probably descendants of 

Aigantopithecus, a giant ape who 

lived in China five million year ago. 

The theory is that 

they would have 

come over on 

Beringia, the land 

bridge that once 

crossed the Bering 

Strait.

Snowbird submission

Attended the 40th Anniversary of chapter AZ-A 

which is the 1st "Pioneer" chapter of the Goldwing 

Road Riders Assoc (GWRRA).  "founding GWRRA 

members l to r - #2, #1, #56, #3, #88 (AZ-A 1st Chap 

Dir), last pic - BC-C friends Doug and Brenda Bowers 

w/Anita - Pres of GWRRA.



Motorcycle Show

Wayne and Janet Egan and Janet and Arnie Tucker

Perspectives of a 
new-ish member.
At the January meeting I won the 50/50 

draw. The winnings came with an 

opportunity/directive. The winner must 

write an article for the newsletter.

It will start with a confession. I’m afraid of 

motorcycles. I have never even started one. 

I joined the club with my Honey because I 

liked the focus on safety. Honey bought a 

motorcycle to scratch an itch. His last 

motorcycle was sold when he was 19. That 

wasn’t yesterday. It seemed to me a 

refresher was probably in order.

I heard about GWRRA from some wine 

buddies. I know what you are thinking-

motorcycles and wine-not a good 

combination. Actually you are wrong. 

Eventually everyone has to get off that bike.

Speaking of getting off; I learned quickly 

about the importance of safety gear. My 

brand new helmet has scratches on it from 

my very first ride. I’ll save that story for the 

next time I win the 50/50.

Yesterday I went to my first motorcycle 

show. On the way there I wondered aloud 

about how busy a motorcycle show might 

be? After all, how many people ride 

motorcycles? It was a gong show of wall to 

wall people! It had all the glitz of a car show 

with a whole lot more leather and tattoos. 

Still though the big focus was safety.

My plan in joining this club was to enjoy the 

social aspects, and I do. My plan is different 

than Honey’s. My club has a big focus on 

food and fun, oh and safety. I’ve seen parts 

of BC and WA that I’ve never seen before. 

I’ve been to a Goldwing Rally. I’ve learned 

lots of motorcycle lingo. (I didn’t know what 

“2-up” was.) Honey and I have being 

welcomed and embraced by a group of 

people who love to get together, have a few 

laughs and ride motorcycles. Safety is a big 

focus, but once the bikes are put away for 

the night, they do enjoy a glass of wine.

Submitted by Kathy Estey

The guys drooling over the new ride from Honda. 



Shamelessly 
plagiarized from 
the San Diego 
Reader
The excuses for loud motorcycles

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

My money’s on, “They just want to be cool.”

By DJ Stevens, Sept. 27, 2017

I’ve known my fair share of bikers over the years, 

from crusty, helmetless Harley riders; 

to ATGATT nerds on those Beemer's that were 

designed to cross continents, not parking lots; to 

hipsters on retro-modern café racers and metric 

choppers; and, the rarest breed of all, people 

who consider a motorcycle just another way to 

get around, rather than an emblematic lifestyle 

choice. 

With the possible exception of the last category, 

all of them will answer your question by picking 

from a variety of stock phrases. You may hear, 

“Loud pipes save lives, bro!” which, somewhat 

spuriously, assumes that motorists will suddenly 

stop snapping freeway selfies and start driving 

with reasonable care because they heard a 

motorcycle. You also might get, “Quit treading 

on my freedom, because America, bro! If you 

don’t like it, go back where you came from!” by 

which the speaker of course means that you 

should retire to a gated community with all the 

other Prius drivers because you’re neither as 

cool nor as badass as the biker in question.

My money’s on, “They just want to be cool.” But 

virtually nobody will come out and say that, 

because few things come off less cool than 

admitting a desire for coolness. People 

constantly underestimate the importance of 

coolness; of possessing some immeasurable

allowance of cultural cachet; of inspiring the 

admiration and envy of one’s peers. But, that’s what it 

is. People want loud bikes because they’re cool, or at 

least cool to some, and they will 100 percent disagree 

with you on the whole kitten-purr thing.

And it’s not, strictly speaking, “legal.” 

Consult California Vehicle Code § 27202 if you don’t 

believe me.

So, when your idea of what’s cool bumps squarely 

against someone else’s, who wins?

I have racked my brain on this very subject and have 

yet to come up with a reliable solution. Wars have 

been fought for less. Don’t hate the messenger on this 

one, I’m just trying to offer a little explication.

Well Fellow Wingers – just another point of view 

from the "general Publix", just remember I did not 

write it!

Kevin Bramhoff

District NWC



Rear Seat Review by Robyn

We have a lot of new members and even new 

riders, or new to the 21
st

century riders. Along with 

these riders, we are also fortunate enough to have a 

whole bunch of co-riders. I have been in “the cuddle 

seat” ever since Kevan began riding in 2009. It’s not 

a long history but I feel that I can offer some of you 

ladies some advice on being a great co-rider. I’m not 

saying that I am a great co-rider, just that I am 

always trying to be a better co-rider so that I can 

make my hubby’s job a little easier and my

experiences that much more memorable. Please 

keep in mind that this column is strictly my opinion 

and don’t be offended if I say something that you 

don’t agree with. If you are offended, get over it!!

My plan is to offer tips and advice for the co-riders 

in the group. If you have a topic that you would like 

to see covered, please email me with your ideas.

Gwrrabcc.editor@gmail.com

Let’s start with the most important topic of riding. 

The Gear.

There are a lot of options out there, I can imagine 

that it is a daunting task to get set up initially. I’m 

going to sidetrack here for a minute and bring to 

mind the Levels Program. You’ve heard us talking 

about it at meetings. Level 1 is simply signing a 

statement that says you promise to wear the 

minimum riding gear all the time. Minimum gear 

consists of a DOT approved helmet,  eye protection, 

long sleeve shirt, long pants (jeans), boots to cover 

your ankles, and full fingered gloves. I personally 

feel that this is totally insufficient. 

And don’t you all just cringe when you see a cute 

little gal perched on the back of a crotch rocket 

wearing her high heels, tank top and short little 

shorts. She looks adorable right? Until she has 

injuries that will leave scars for the rest of  her life.

Helmet-Get one that fits your head. Some heads are 

oval and some are round. Helmets are the same, 

some are oval and some are round. If you shake 

your head or nod your head quickly, and the helmet 

moves around, it does not fit properly. It is 

supposed to fit snug and make your cheeks look like 

your have a mouth full of marshmallows. Buy the 

helmet you can afford. Don’t cheap out on this item. 

For that matter, don’t cheap out on any of 

your safety gear. Be wary of buying 

helmets from unknown sources. They may 

have the DOT stickers on them but some 

are being faked. Anyone can buy DOT 

stickers online. You get what you pay for.  

Your number one concern is not that it 

matches your jacket or has a really pretty 

paint job on it, get one that fits. There are 

different types to consider as well. I prefer 

the full face modular helmet. This means 

that it covers your entire head but the 

front section is hinged and can be opened 

up. I do this while driving through a city or 

at a stop light for a little more air flow 

when it’s hot out. I like the ones that have 

an additional sun visor built in that you 

can raise and lower as needed. It will 

protect your eyes from dust and bugs if 

you are not wearing glasses and allows a 

little more air flow when you flip up the 

clear face visor but use the sun visor.

Yes, a helmet can get warm on a hot day. If 

you want to have perfect hair, and be 

really comfortable, then I suggest you stay 

home and watch TV.  lol

After all this preaching, I too am in need of 

a new helmet. Mine is about 8 or 9 years 

old and it’s time to replace it. You should 

never keep a helmet more than 10 years. 

The materials break down over time, the 

foam becomes more condensed and it 

starts to fit too loosely. 

Next month we will take a look at jacket 

options.

Until then, if you have a chance to ride, be 

safe. 



All The Gear, All 

The Time
By Jackie Gartner

I can sense the "riding itch" happening on 

social media. We won't be ones riding this year, 

we will miss it but our season in life for that is 

done, stolen actually. Yet our lives were spared 

and to God we are so thankful for that. I am 

asking all my riding friends and family, please, 

PLEASE check out your gear now while the 

snow flies. Be sure you have a great full 

helmet. Ours wasn't cool to look at, and was at 

times hot but saved my face and our heads 

from being smashed. . Ours was the Shark 

Evoline 3. Our gloves, they were leather riding 

gloves. They were hot and sweaty at times, but 

we have all our fingers. Our jackets were Joe 

Rocket Alter Ego three layer jackets. They 

saved our flesh from disaster and pain. Our 

pants were riding pants.. again Joe Rocket. We 

had very little road rash and that was only 

through the vent on the side. Our riding boots 

were that.. riding boots, not runners, not 

flipflops and not rubber boots. We have our 

feet ... intact and believe me that could have 

been much different. Darwin slid on his back 

across two lanes of highway after his head 

hitting the pavement from being thrown from 

the bike behind the semi truck. I was thrown 

and landed on my face and bounced how ever 

far it was. Riding a motorcycle is one of the 

most exciting, freeing, amazing things we have 

done in life. Today I sit here thankful that we 

took the time to save for the good gear and 

that we took the advice so often given "all the 

gear, all the time" no matter what... even when 

the weather is hot. It was that day, very hot. 6 

hours after being hit with a semi truck we 

walked out of the hospital. We have injuries 

that are still plaguing us, but we are here, alive 

and with all our toes and fingers and almost no 

permanent scars. I love you all that ride, 

please... save, spend or charge the cost of the 

good gear... just wear it... then share pictures 

and stories of your rides... we will miss it and 

your trips will helps us remember the fun! 



MAY 25-27, 2018 
ZERMATT RALLY 

Come join us in Midway, UT at the Zermatt Resort 

Yes! The 2018 Rally at Zermatt is still on the schedule!  There are 

so many things to do, Get out and RIDE, So many Friends to see, 

So much Fun to have!   

Contact your Directors for Details. 

It Won’t   be your 

regular Rally! 

3 Days & Nights of 

Fun, Friends and 

Inspiration 

$1000.00 Cash 

Grand Prize 

Fly Fishing / Off Road 

Adventures / Trains 

/ Carousel Rides / 

15+ Scenic Rides 

50 / 25 / 15 / 10 Daily 

Drawings 

Grand Parade / 

Master’s Breakfast 

GOLDWING ROAD RIDERS 

ASSOCIATION & 

ZERMATT RESORT 
784 West Resort Drive 

Midway, UT  84049 
1-866-937-6288

Online Registration & 
Hotel Information 

May 25th thru May 27th, 


