
Chapter Directors Message
Firstly, I would like to extend a great big Thank you to each and 

every one of you for your support. The overwhelming response 

from Chapter C and other Chapters was, to say the least, 

humbling. 

The GWRRA is a great organization that gives us structure, training 

and friendships all with allowing us the freedom to custom design 

our events that suits our areas while maintaining the core values 

of GWRRA.

We are all volunteers that donate our time to make an event that 

we want everyone to enjoy. Are we perfect? The answer is, are 

you? Do we make mistakes and unintentionally hurt someone’s 

feelings? The answer is, have you?

Kevin and I have worked very hard on a few of our goals. One 

being getting the different Chapters more involved with each 

other. Being more inclusive and remove any exclusions that we 

feel are out there.  Let’s face it folks, all of you are pretty but we 

need to see other people. 

The hardest hurdles are from those who do not want change. 

These people kick and scream and pull tantrums, only show up to 

find fault and have no constructive conversation to move forward.  

We know the type and every chapter has them. I ask you, why 

would you stay if you are that unhappy?

“Intelligence is the ability to change” Stephen Hawking

The conclusion to that statement is, if 

you are destructive and slanderous, 

you can be removed under the rules 

of the GWRRA. If you want to see 

change, please volunteer your time to 

see your project through (do not expect 

others to do your changes for you).

Still your Chapter Director

Karin Young
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District Directors Message

We had a fantastic Rally! Wings in the Cariboo was great success thanks to all of the participants that attended. 

107 registrants! You all made it great!

My sincere thanks to the District Team:

Dave Ward – Assistant District Director

Giselle Collins – District University Coordinator

Keiller Gowans - District Ride Coordinator

Ian McAlpine - District Membership Enhancement Coordinator

Gavin McKenna – District Educator

Kathy Estey – District Motorist Awareness Coordinator

Tony Brooks – District Newsletter Editor and Media Designer

Dave & Gerri Crosson – District Ambassadors

Tom & Marion Goertz – District Ambassadors

These people made this event happen. A big thank you from Me to Dave & Giselle who were invaluable to our 

efforts. As I promised no one from any of the chapters in our district were required to work before or during the 

event. Chapter members from the district were expected to attend and have fun! There are a few exceptions – a big 

thanks to my spouse, Karin Young – Chapter Director of BC-C who along with Linda Zervini of Chapter C planned 

many of the non-riding activities. A big thanks to Tom & Marion who are Chapter BC-A members as they have not 

accepted my offer of becoming District Ambassadors as yet, even though I listed them above. (hopefully they 

accept) They manned one of the poker run stops in the Rain! Lynn McKenna of BC-C braved a poker stop with her 

spouse Gavin (our district educator) at our rally. These were the only exceptions to my stance on no chapter 

involvement!

I know that I am starting to ramble, however another 

big thank you goes out to the British Columbia 

Motorcycle Drill Team – BCMDT. Their contribution 

went a long way to making our humble little rally a 

great success. Well Done, Thank you all. 

These guys Rock!

Another reason for our successful rally was that we 

engaged local 100 Mile House service clubs, Like the 

Lions club, and the Rotary Club. The Lions club put on 

the fantastic BBQ for us and the Rotary Club assisted 

with Security and Parking lot duty for the drill team.

BCMDT Above at 2019 Wings in the Cariboo Rally



We also had many commercial sponsors from the 100 Mile House area and the Lower mainland that contributed 

greatly. There are too many to mention in this document, however they will be advertised in our Rally Report, on 

our website and newsletters in the future.

We also had the cooperation of local governments. Their involvement was integral. My "Sincere Thanks" to 100 

Mile House Town Councilor (and new GWRRA member) Dave Mingo, Mayor Mitch Campsall, and MLA Donna 

Barnet.

Finally, a really big thank you to the people of the Town of 100 Mile House. They were welcoming, engaging, and 

really nice to us all. Thank you, 100 Mile House.

Another District Event that took place in August – 2019 "Vintage in the Valley". This is our second year participating 

in this event / motorcycle show and once again another success.

Vintage in the Valley 2019 - District Event, 2nd year, - Membership drive and Motorist Awareness - Chapter BC-C & 

BC-A members participated, a great turnout and some new members to top it off. Another Great event and 

another reason to say "Thank you to all of you"!

A really Big thanks goes to Mike Brouse of Chapter BC-C. He arranges this event for the District and always gets 

us a great location at the show and does the set up! Thanks to all the volunteers many of whom are in the Photo 

above.

Our District Ride Coordinator has a special ride in store for the 2020 Gypsy Run…if it is as good 2019, well, I 

encourage others in the district to "Join us for the 2020 Gypsy Run"! You will not regret it.

As you are all aware, we have launched a recruitment drive. All of you received your individual recruitment kits. If 

you need another kit, just advise your Chapter Director and we will get them to you. So far Chapter BC-C is ahead, 

way ahead, followed by BC-A. I would like to see some recruitment from the other chapters out there. It is a contest 

after all! There is still time – make it go!

I am excited to take advantage of all the riding opportunities in our district this year. The next District Ride is the 

Island Loop! I would like to see a "profusion of participation" from all chapters at all riding events this year. Let's 

make it the best riding season ever! See you all real soon!

Thank you for being members of GWRRA; your membership and participation is what makes GWRRA the finest 

international riding association in North America.

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.

Respectfully

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast"



Kevin’s Musings

Fellow Wingers

We are part of a great Chapter and a great organization. I am always in awe of the 

level of respect we all have for each other, and the welcoming and engaging 

personalities we all seem to have…well except for me!

At our last meeting we signed up a new member and his co-rider. One of the highest 

compliments I feel could be given to our group is that when he saw us at the Vintage 

in the Valley event and compared us to other groups that were participating, we 

were head & tails above the others. Our appearance and demeanor were tops for 

them.

The fact we engaged him and answered his questions ranging from the group 

dynamics to mechanical issues, we impressed him. We impressed him so much he 

was will to part with that $100.00 Canadian to join us.

Why wouldn't you want to join this happy group…chapter BC-C & BC-A volunteers.

Another surprise happened at 

that meeting. Rob Ellis and 

some of his drill team 

attended the meeting and 

presented Karin & I with a 

thank you gift for our efforts 

at the rally on their behalf. 

It was quite an Honor for 

us both.

Then Dave Ward from 

chapter BC-A shows up and 

presents us with the Rally 

Banner Signed by the rally 

Attendees themselves. For me 

it was a touching moment and 

I was truly overwhelmed by 

this gesture that Dave Ward put 

together.

Thank you to all for reading this…it is not 

my usual article submitted and I am not 

one for self-promotion, however these 

gestures were all unexpected and I was 

honored to receive them. I am proud of 

our organization and the district that we 

have all contributed to and built. I just 

wanted to send a heartfelt thank you to 

all for your support.

There you have it fellow wingers.

Until I see you all again – Be safe – Ride 

safe

Kevin Bramhoff – Ride Coordinator 

Chapter BC-C

Vintage in the Valley 2019



Birthdays                        Anniversaries

September

27   Wayne Egan

28 Ken Watson

Events

September

1 BC-D Gold Run

1 Guide Dog Poker Run

4       BC-D Dinner Gathering

7/8   NWC Island Loop

8 Fraser Valley Toy Run

15 BC-A Breakfast Gathering

17 BC-C Dinner Gathering

21 BC-G Breakfast Gathering

22 BC-V Breakfast Gathering

22 Oyster Run

More Riding and Social Stuff

Retired Riders
Impromptu rides

Organized by 

Don Reitsma

d_m_reitsma_moon@shaw.ca

Ken’s Koffee
Come down & talk 

bikes or whatever

2nd Thursday 10 am

McDonalds on Luckakuck

August 50/50 was won 

by John & Hannah 

Traynor

September

19   Dave & Kim

26 Bill & Judy



Ken’s Korner

BC History

Giant off the   

Coast of B.C.

The largest octopus in the world lives off the coast of 
British Columbia. The Pacific octopus can weigh up to 

70 kilograms and stretch 7 meters from one of it’s 
eight arms to another. There are up to 200 suckers the 
size of tangerines on each arm. The giant also has the 

biggest and best brain of all invertebrates, researchers 
estimate its intelligence is on par with a house cat.

Re: GWRRA North West District 

Instructor Candidates Request.

To current GWRRA members in good standing.

The North West District rider education team is 

interested in hosting a Ride Course Instructor 

Certification Program course (RCICP) to facilitate 

further development of the local GWRRA Rider 

Course Instructors team of rider coaches.

If you can fill these following requirements and are 

interested in becoming part of the GWRRA 

education team, then this may be for you.

1) Are you a GWRRA member holding Current 

level 3 status or higher in the Rider 

Education Levels Program ? (REP)

2) Do you own a Motorcycle in solid good 

working condition?

3) Have you taken part in one of GWRRAs rider 

ARC courses? And are you current with your 

ARC Status?

4) Would you like to become part of an 

Instructor core of Rider Coaches within your 

GWRRA organization?

If you answered yes to these questions then we are 

looking for you.

Interested GWRRA members should get in touch 

with our local ride course instructors, John Wait, or 

Rob Ellis, directly, and/or your own chapter 

educators and chapter directors. Please forward 

your name, member no, and interest to take part in 

this program.

We are hoping to reach out to all our chapters in 

the NWC District and beyond, (Alberta and 

Washington State).

With enough interest we would look to host a RCICP 

in the spring of 2020, (likely no earlier than April) 

with the location to be determined.

Contact your local Chapter Directors and Chapter 

Educators, as well as your, District teams, or 

contact:

John Wait, (MIT016)

Or Rob Ellis (MI088) groundhog@shaw.ca

50/50 Winners 

John & Hannah Traynor

Wife: Look at that drunk guy.

Husband: Who is he?

Wife: 10 Years back he proposed to 

me and I rejected him.

Husband: Oh my God he’s still 

celebrating.



Photo Page

Motley Crew – 100 Mile House

At the last gathering, The Drill Team presented a framed picture of the team 

in appreciation for all the hard work Kevin has been doing. Apparently at the 

District Rally there were some technical issues and Kevin ran around town to 

get things right for them. The Drill team has never made a presentation to 

anyone before so this was a real honor for Kevin.

Chapter A Breakfast Ride



Love to Learn? 
Interested in New Experiences?

Life long Learning... As I have attended the club meetings, 

I’ve noticed the average age of our members are 50+. I 

thought this information of our local ElderCollege, might 

be of interest to some of you. Chilliwack ElderCollege

exists to provide adults 50 years old and better with access 

to educational and learning opportunities that will enrich 

their lives and expand their knowledge. ElderCollege has 

been serving our community since 1999 in proud 

partnership with the University of the Fraser Valley. Check 

out the Website to register on-line. It’s easy! Need help? 

Just ask me. Chilliwack ElderCollege opens the 26 August 

for fall registration. UFV Education Park Campus Rm A1367 

Open - Tues, Wed, Thur. 9:00am -3:00pm (closed during 

summer) Office: 604 792 2611 

Kim Macleod 50/50 winner July

Medic First Aid Course –

Coming Up!

I have a date set up with Dave Beaverstock to do our 

MFA.

Saturday September 28th works for Dave.

The course will be held at 45700 Wellington Ave. 

9am.

Even if you have already told me to count you in, 

please please email me again as I can't remember 

who said it.

Email me if you are interested. I believe the cost is 

about 35 or 40 bucks. For those who are interested in 

pursuing their levels and are interested in becoming 

an ARC instructor you will need your MFA up to date.

Karin Young

gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com

100 Mile House – Bike Games
Karin & Dave doing one of the games. She was doing 

such an amazing job of slowly maneuvering her bike 

around the pylons, and not knocking any over, that she 

didn’t realize Dave was effortlessly getting all the 

balls!! I even heard her say “aren’t you getting any of 

the balls?!!” Then she managed to repeat the awesome 

riding to let Dave place all the balls back on top of 

pylons!! They had a perfect score! Not bad for 

someone who doesn’t usually ride 2up!! In good 

humor I’m saying that Dave is Karin’s “bitch”.
Submitted by Gerri Crosson

As most of you know, he drill team provides safety 

support for many of the bicycle races held here in the 

lower mainland and beyond. I have participated in 

several over the past few years. It is a lot of fun, but some 

work is involved as well. I have to be on call that 

weekend, so cannot make it myself and some of you will 

be on the Vancouver Island District Ride. For those 

looking for something fun and rewarding, and get paid to 

ride, this may be for you…..

The Grand Fondo will take place on Saturday Sept 7th.

Race will depart from Stanley Park sea wall and finish in 

Whistler.

We need interested parties to contact Carl 

Scouten, bcmdt-moto-safety@shaw.ca

This is a paid position so moto safety riders need to 

meet at the MacDonald’s on 1st and Main in Vancouver 

by about 5am on the morning of the ride with a well 

serviced MC in good shape and all of your safety gear 

on. Carl Scouten will advise riders of which duties he 

needs covered so he will get final say on who is 

positioned where.

A lot of fun for a ¾ day and you et a nice hamburger as 

well at the end of the race.



fearless. Speaking of fearless…how about our District 

Director and that award that he just won!! We are all 

so very proud of Kevin Bramhoff and the job that he 

has done for our District since taking the position 

almost 2 years ago. If  you check out the different 

Facebook pages, you will see all kinds of 

congratulatory messages for Kevin and his team. 

Make sure that you watch the short video of Anita 

Alkire (GWRRA President) doing the presentation and 

the reason for the award. This award is well deserved 

and shows you what some new thinking and outside 

of the box ideas can do for any organization. The 

downside to all of this is that we have so many new 

names to remember with all of the new members 

joining! 

Out of Towner Winner
Do Gremlin Bells Really Work?

On Aug. 18 my wife and I attended the Chapter A 

breakfast meeting and won a The Out of Towner(??) 

award of $10.00 which comes with the obligation of 

submitting an article to the newsletter. This is my story 

and I’m sticking to it. After breakfast a few of us 

attended the Vintage in the Valley today at the 

Heritage Center in Chilliwack. (Well worth attending) 

Looking at all the wares my wife and I came across a 

vendor selling gremlin bells. Now you can’t just go out 

and buy yourself a gremlin bell, it has to be gifted. She 

figured what the heck it can’t hurt and purchased one 

for me. We came home and I washed the bike (after a 

trip to Omak with some fellow wingers on 

Thursday) and attached the bell to my lower crash 

bar. Now the moral of this story is my bike has had an 

issue with not starting in gear with the clutch in for 

some time now. I’ve always had to find neutral before 

the starter would engage. I’ve sprayed electronic 

cleaner in the switch at the base of the clutch lever I 

don’t know HOW MANY times hoping it would start to 

work. No go. I assumed the switch itself needed 

replacement and just kind of learned to live with it . I 

thought I’d give the switch one last shot of electronic 

cleaner, bent over, gave the gremlin bell a little tinkle , 

put the bike in gear, turned the ignition on, the pulled 

the clutch in and THE BIKE STARTED!!!! Go figure!!

(Sworn testimonial by Steve Horin.)

I don’t really have much to say. I 

haven’t been out riding much at all 

this season but have been doing a 

bit of camping this summer, mostly 

with “her” cause her other half has 

been working so very hard. I could 

talk about camping but that may be 

really boring to you non-campers 

out there and Chapter C seems to 

have more and more folks that are 

doing less and less of that outdoor 

living thing. Personally, I think it 

gives us a greater appreciation for 

the basics of life that we take for 

granted. Like, having to put on 

clothes in the middle of the night 

so you can pee in a wooden shack. 

Like having to walk 300 feet to the 

nearest water source so you can 

make coffee in the morning, and 

having to put all of  your food stuff 

away at night. Those racoons are

====

Not every idea will work but folks, if we don’t put it 

out there, how will be ever know what works and 

what doesn’t. Keep those ideas coming, however 

wacky. Maybe tire chains in winter so we can ride all 

year? Maybe not:(

Anyway…to Kevin and the District Team – Many 

hearty congrats and thanks for a job very well done. 

AND…it’s all volunteer. 


