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Director 

Message
May sure has been busy. We had a great, full second ARC. 

There were 12 bikes, three of which were 2ups as well as 

three women riders. A big hands up for our instructors. I have 

been asked to look into a 3rd ARC for September. 

Victoria Days in Salmon Arm, hosted by Chapter G Kamloops, 

was also a great success. The new location was very nice. The 

gazebo that we used to cook Saturday morning breakfast was 

just the right size. Thank you everyone who helped volunteer 

and make it a success. Murry the kitchen never looked so 

good. 

Now I need to push our GreenHeart. June 23rd is Chapter C’s 

turn to shine. We need one and all to promote and sell our 

event. There will be a ride, poker run, bug run, 50/50 as well 

a delicious roast beef buffet late lunch. Tickets are available 

starting at only $20. Sell, Sell, Sell.

Looking for a Ride Coordinator. I could use some help with 

our Sunday rides as well as organizing dates with the other 

Chapters and their events. Our ride coordinator would pick a 

route, time and of course the breakfast place. I have also had 

requests for picnics. Please if anyone can help, I do need you.

Looking forward to all of your June events, remember to 

check out our website gwrra-bcc.org under the events is our 

happenings tab and it has all of the 

up and coming registrations.

Save the dates June 15th regular 

meeting at Rendezvous Restaurant 

and June 23rd GreenHeart Run

Karin Young

Chapter Director
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District Directors’      District Directors’      District Directors’      District Directors’      

MessageMessageMessageMessage
1st Quarter Report:

Here we are in May already, time is flying past 

quickly. It was only yesterday, that Chapter BC-C went 

for their first ride March 11, wasn't it? They had a 

great ride in the Fraser Valley that day.

As your district director I made some promises to you 

all in several communiqués. One was to visit each 

Chapter by the end of the second quarter. Well I have 

not made it to Prince George, White Horse or Alaska 

as yet. I am working on it and it will be very soon. I 

will be reaching out to all Alaska Members 

individually as they are "Chapter-less". 

Karin & I were well received and the hospitality 

shown to us was exceptional by all of the Chapters 

We visited. Thank you again to all. My first Official 

Duty was Swearing in new Chapter BC-D Director 

Dave Truesdell. "My congratulations to you Dave, I 

wish you well in your new position".

We managed to get across the Ocean to Chapter BC-

V. A very accommodating group, very enthusiastic 

and as it was January were just itching for riding 

season to begin. CD Kerry Zado & Assistant CD Tony 

Brookes have several Island rides planned! I hope we 

can join in on a couple of them.

Chapter BC-C showed why they were Chapter of the 

year in 2017. A great group that loves to ride. The 

memberships' enthusiasm for the upcoming 15 for 12 

recruitment promotion was almost as great as mine. 

They have also planned their second annual mileage 

contest. Getting riders out riding is the goal of CD 

Karin Young.

Karin & I were received warmly by the Chapter BC-G 

group. They were all just "thawing out" waiting for 

the many "snowbirds" in their group to return home. 

A great group of people that engaged us directly 

about what the new district is all about. At the time

the planning for the Vitoria Days Rally is ongoing 

and the new venue looked to be a winner. Karin 

& always look forward to this event. Kirk & Kathy 

and their team do an excellent job with this rally. 

Well they pulled it off, once again Victoria days 

was excellent!

Chapter BC-A has planned the "Olympic 

Peninsula" Ride. It looks like a great ride and a 

marvelous location. I look forward to this ride and 

meeting all the participants. Chapter BC-A 

Director Dave Ward has also challenged the 

whole district to a mileage contest. From the 

responses I have received from other Chapter 

Directors it looks like "Game On"; challenge is 

being accepted. Anything that gets riders out 

"RIDING" I am good with!

The District website is up and running, thanks to 

Dave Ward our District Webmaster & Assistant 

District Director. It's a great-looking site, check it 

out at http://gwrra-nwc.com . The District Team 

is in place and we are moving forward with 

several new projects. We have implemented the 

15 for 12 program…new members get 15 

months of membership for the price of 12. A 

great deal and good reason amongst many to 

join. We all know someone that rides that has 

been on the fence about joining. The time is 

now.

Our ride coordinator Keiller Gowans, has 

developed 2 great new district rides and they look 

to be good ones. One of the rides is through the 

scenic "Icefields Parkway" through the Canadian 

Rockies. A relaxed 2000 km (1242 miles approx.) 

ride, we hope to entice some Alberta Riders to 

join up with us between Jasper and Lake Louise! 

Details have been made public and are included 

District Web Page, somewhere…really, you will 

find it! Check out http://gwrra-nwc.com

We want all chapters involved and more riders 

out…well riding! Keiller promises that the rides 

will be inclusive of as many chapters that want to 

participate. The goal to get each group to know



Kevin’s                     Kevin’s                     Kevin’s                     Kevin’s                     

MusingsMusingsMusingsMusings
Recently Karin & I were called                                                 

to a family emergency. When                                               

we arrived at the hospital it                                                  

was an "in your face moment",                                             

perhaps an epiphany of sorts…we humans are not really 

that durable. Actually, we are kind of frail. 

I am already past my "Best Before" date heading toward 

my "sell by" date and I notice things now. I am not 

indestructible! I have slower reaction times! I walk into a 

room and actually forget what the heck I went in for! Yes, 

fellow wingers it is that thing called age.

So, what to do when facing the inevitable, when things 

start to be seriously affected by gravity and you need 

new gear cause the diet just is not cutting it?! 

Surrounded by illness and yes, "the inevitable" I got to 

thinking; I really need to "live" the rest of my days. If I 

don't, when I am lying there waiting, in my own thoughts, 

as we are all alone at that time, even when surrounded 

by family, I sure as heck do not want to be regretting that 

I did not do something I should have, would have, or 

could have done!

It's an emotional time, however, it does get one 

reflecting on achievements, bucket lists, what if's and 

then thinking ahead to what now, where do I start and 

how to get it all done by the end? I kept looking around 

me for "positives'" to no avail.

Well you need to start! You must have or develop a sense 

of humor really quick! You cannot let the end get you 

down! We all must do as much as we can as fast as we 

can. Jam it in, get it done, whatever "IT" is! Do not 

hesitate! Now look, I am not speaking of the banal, 

mundane everyday kind of crap. I am not talking about 

painting a fence, rather "mending a fence with 

someone". I am not talking repairing the house, I am 

talking of "repairing a relationship", perhaps before it's 

too late.

The should haves…you want to ride around the emerald 

isle, find a way. You want to ride across the country, find 

way, before you find that is too late! Could have, would 

have, all of that supposition is getting you nowhere, 

rapidly. Look folks this is all quick, life is short. Get out 

there and do whatever it is you want to do! When it's too 

late…well that is it!

Well Fellow Wingers, there you have it, my thoughts 

splashed, spilled & oozed onto a page. 

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe and 

remember, Get it done!

Respectfully,    Kevin Bramhoff

continued from  page 2

the others better. We are one big family we 

ought to get know our fellow members. It will 

also show potential soon to be members / 

riders that we are a riding group!

Planning for a District Rally in 2019 has begun. 

Giselle Collins is researching various rally worthy 

towns and our District MEC Linda Zervini taken 

on the Challenge of poling the various chapters 

for feedback about those possible locations and 

venues. When you see communication from her 

on this important issue please respond. We want 

the first rally in the district to be successful.

Gavin McKenna our District Educator & Yours 

Truly, have been working with Chapters to set up 

ARC's this year and hold them in the respective 

areas of request. Keeping with the 

requirements of the GWRRA about safety we 

encourage everyone to take one of these 

courses. They are inexpensive and are great 

way to tune up your riding skills for the coming 

season. Chapter BC-C held two this year so far 

with great success.

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month. Kathy 

Estey our Motorist Awareness Coordinator is 

working with the Chapters to provide materials 

for just that purpose…making other motorists 

understand that we exist, help them be safer 

drivers and see us on the road.

Our District Treasurer Janet Turner says we need 

money, what treasurer ever say's we don't need 

money! She has done a splendid job and we are 

on our way forward financially.

We have a great team, we are full of enthusiasm 

just waiting for many riding days to open up for 

us.

Thank you for being members of GWRRA; your 

membership and participation is what makes 

GWRRA the finest international riding 

association in North America.

Respectfully

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District NWC

"The Great North West Coast"



ShakeDown Ride
By Doug Janzen

After the April GW meeting in Chilliwack, Norm decided 

Rino and I should join him for a ride….a bit of a “newbie 

jaunt.” It was after the early ARC course – I guess Norm 

figured I was safe enough to invite out for a ride and 

Rino had watched both of us; being a former instructor, 

he probably thought he should monitor our 

shenanigans. 

IT was a beautiful Thursday morning and we met at the 

Husky for a 9 AM start. This would be my first distance 

ride on my 1500, Norm was running his 1200 (probably 

because he didn’t want to show us up on his BMW) and 

Rino was running his F6B with a huge Givi Trunk stapled 

onto the back (I think he really wants a Goldwing).

Leaving the Husky, Norm thought I should lead because 

his speedometer wasn’t working…Rino wanted to ride 

sweep to keep an eye on us (and pick up any pieces that 

fell off so he would have something to put in that big 

trunk).

The blast out of Chilliwack was pretty good….I was 

impressed with the pulling power of the 1500 coming 

onto the Freeway at Young Road (I remembered just in 

time that carbed engines usually don’t have rev-

limiters!). . We decided to head for lunch to Spences 

Bridge so I set the cruise at an indicated 120 kmh. 

The first chance we had to chat was while waiting for 

the flag people at the Alexandria Bridge. Rino pulled up 

along side with tears in his eyes to talk about my bike. I 

thought he loved it so much it was an emotional 

moment for him but that wasn’t it. He thought it was 

running a bit rich because the poorly combusted fumes 

were burning his eyes. I guess I better change some 

filters and spark plugs. Hopefully that will increase the 

fuel mileage too because I was ready to refuel at Lytton 

– my bike definitely took the largest load!

Norm wasn’t laughing very long at my poor mileage 

when his bike failed to start. We borrowed wrenches 

from the garage owner and spent some time on 

roadside maintenance to get Norm up and running (his 

alternator belt had fallen off causing the battery to 

discharge). After a few push start episodes, we decided 

Norm’s bike would recuperate and we headed to the 

Packing House in Spences Bridge for a meal that was 3 

times too big to eat and 4 times too tasty not to eat. Just 

as we finished lunch, a troupe of antique sports cars 

showed up (including a Delorean,a few Fiats, a sad Saab 

and some other iron).

From Spences Bridge we headed east along 

Highway 8 (which closed 2 days later due to 

flooding). Norm was now running sweep because 

Rino wanted to see if he could scrape some 

hardware in the corners. Norm made an interesting 

observation about Rino’s method of trail-braking 

through the corners compared to my attempt at 

riding a more constant speed and trying not to 

brake at all. I’m not sure how much slower I was 

than Rino but all three of us really enjoyed those 

corners.

The Coquihalla home from Merritt was almost 

uneventful. Norm’s 1200 was overworking a bit as 

we tried to keep up with the F6B and it started to 

complain so we backed off a bit. Norm and I were in 

dire need of fuel by the time we got to Hope so we 

pulled off letting Rino headed home to somebody’s 

party. 
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Birthdays

Event Schedule – Chapter C

June
This is our Chapter fundraiser for 

the year. Please make sure to 

register and promote it to your 

friends. All people must register 

for this event, drop ins are not 

encouraged as we must give 

numbers for accurate food 

accounting.

For details, go to the website and 

look under events and then under 

“happenings” You can click on the 

thumbnail that you see on that 

page to get a full size print out of 

this flyer. 

www.gwrra-bcc.org

4 Rick Macleod

5 Anne Hazlewood

6 Betty Jane Funk

21 June Brouse

14 Kim Sheile

27   Murry Murdoch

Rick and Kim

22 Janet and Wayne Egan



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2
Drill Team-Abby

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
BC-C Brkfst

Ride

Drill Team-Abby

BC-C GreenHeart

Organizing mtg.

Chapter D Dinner 

Mtg

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

BC-A Dinner 

mtg

Drill Team-Abby

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
BC-C Brkfst

Ride

Drill Team-Abby BC-C Dinner Mtg GREENHEART 

Run

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Drill Team-Abby Olympic 

Peninsula Ride

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Olympic 

Peninsula Ride

Drill Team-Abby

Olympic Peninsula  

Ride

JUNE2018



EventsEventsEventsEvents

Halloween in July

Washington 

District

July 19-22

GreenHeart

Run

BC-C

June 23

Renfrew Loop

BC-V

June 24

Island Ride

District NWC

July 14-15

Salt Spring 

Island Ride

BC-V

July 21

Gypsy Ride

District NWC

August 17-20

Olympic 

Peninsula Ride

BC-A

June 30-July2

Make sure you check 

our our website under 

Happenings or each 

individual Chapter 

website for more 

details because I don’t 

know how to link stuff.



Ken’s 

Korner
By Ken Watson

BC Trivia

The Grey Fox was considered a landmark film 

when it was released in 1982 and continues to be 

lauded even today. The film helped kick start the 

B.C. film industry and gave some much needed 

credibility to Canadian made movies by winning 10 

Genie awards. It was directed by Maple Ridges 

Philip Borsos, a former protégé of Francis Ford 

Coppola and starred the character actor and 

stuntman Richard Farnsworth as Bill Miner 

otherwise known as the  “gentleman bandit”

The film was not only shot in various location the 

province but was also based on a true B.C. story.

On a foggy fall evening near Mission in 1904, Bill 

Miner and two accomplices robbed the Canadian 

Pacific Railway’s transcontinental Express. Their 

take was $7000 in cash and $300,000 in bonds and 

securities (worth more than $5 million todays 

dollars0. Miner was formerly a specialist in robbing 

stagecoaches. This was his first successful train 

holdup and Canada’s first train robbery.

Miner, 56, had over four decades of holdups to his 

name. He is credited with coining the phrase 

“Hands Up” and was 

famous for always 

apologizing to his 

victims for the 

inconvenience. As 

many westerners 

despised the all 

powerful CPR and 

because he had a 

reputation for never 

firing his gun, Miner 

became something 

of a local folk hero.

Read next months issue to find out what 

happened to the “Grey Fox”

Some people will do anything to avoid pulling a 

trailer.



May 12

Ken, Murray, Gavin & Lynne, 

Dave & Gerri rode to Cascade 

Falls, north of Hatzik. Great 

ride, then we had a picnic! 

Thanks to Ken for a beautiful 

ride!

Rides

May 5

Norene, Rick, Kevan & Robyn 

rode to LaConnor for coffee 

and then did a loop around 

the Anacortez peninsula and 

finished with dinner in Edison 

before riding Chuckanut drive 

back home again. Lovely ride.

I want to give a big shout out to and the biggest thank you to Mike Brouse, Ken Funk, 

Betty-Jane Hetland, Rick and 

Barb Funk, DJ, Rick MacLeod,

Howie Mosher, and

Kevin Bramhoff for all your 

hard work with cleaning the 

parking lot. Mike Brouse

and Rick Funk went home 

and brought each back a 

power washer so our time 

was almost cut in half.

Thank you so much for 

your volunteer time.



Rear Seat Review
So far I have covered helmets, jackets, pants 

and boots. What else is there you ask. Lots!

Rain gear- a very important item that should 

live on your bike and never be removed. You 

never know when a shower can dampen 

your day if you are not prepared. Look for 

something that has an elastic around the 

foot to hold the pant down and keep your 

feet dry. Find a fit that goes comfortably over 

your regular riding gear and pockets are 

important. Just remember to move your 

wallet from your riding pants to your rain 

pants so you don’t end up with your hand 

down your pants searching for…..?? I also 

find that if you are really cold and have 

already put on the entire contents of your 

trunk, you can put on your rain jacket to hold 

in some heat and make a barrier to the wind. 

It works great in a pinch.

Gloves are really important and you should 

own at least two pairs, again, one for 

summer weather and a heavy pair for winter. 

The rider should always have a spare pair of 

weather pertinent gloves in case one pair 

gets wet. Cold hands are not fun.

First Aid Kit - this should also be living on  

your bike and make sure your medic first aid 

is up to date.

Snacks for those Hangry moments between 

restaurants – not that we are ever very far 

from an eating establishment.

More items to always have with you:

GWRRA membership and Gold Book

Water

Kickstand plate

Windshield cleaner and microfibre cloth

Extra layers of clothing

Medications

Cooling ties or vests for hot weather

Tool kit 

Flashlight and tire gauge

Medical info sheet

Cell phone and map

Passport (optional but you never know)

That’s it folks, be safe, be prepared!

Next Newsletter deadline 

is June 25th. Please send 

all submissions to 

Gwrrabcc.editor

@gmail.com

GWRRA-BCC.ORG
This is our Chapter website. Make 

sure to check it out for events, 

pictures, ride routes, newsletter 

archives and so much more. We 

will be constantly updating this 
site so keep on checking it out!

Mid Week Riders
Hello all 

I am sending out this note because I lost all my 

information for mid-week riders on my 

computer.

Please let me know if you want to be on this list 

to receive notice of spontaneous rides planned 

during the week .

That way I also get the correct e-mail addresses 

and names. 

The weather is improving and day rides are 

being planned. 

Sorry for the hassle

regards

Don Reitsma

d_m_reitsma_moon@shaw.ca



As New, Rider backrest for Goldwing 1500.

New price $186.99U.S, will sell for $100 

CAN

Call Chris @ 604-869-6101

Looking for stock foot pegs 

from a GL1800.

Contact Rob Ellis at: 

groundhog@shaw.ca

Just like Papa
I’m guessing it’s Not DOT approved.

Department Of Terra cotta???



GreenHeart Run 2018 
GWRRA Chapter BC-C                     

Saturday June 23

Prizes                              
Roast Beef Buffet      
50/50 Draw 
Morning Coffee & 
Snacks                        

Chapter C is proud to be hosting its annual GreenHeart

Run. Our morning registration will include Coffee/Tea 

and muffins, last kick stand up at 11am. We have a 3-4 

hour ride that includes a poker run station, ice cream 

stop and lots of beautiful scenery.

Location: Duke’s Country Pub

41582 Yale Rd, Chilliwack  - exit 109

Registration: 10am last bike out 11am

Late Lunch: 3:00pm Roast Beef Buffet, includes 

Coffee/Tea and Pop

Pre-Registration: STILL ONLY $20 per Person

Postmarked by May 15, 2018 

On Site Registration: $25 Per Person

Make Checks Payable to: GWRRA BC-C

Mail Registration to: Janet Egan

ATTN: GreenHeart

3831 Karen Drive,  Cultus Lake, BC V2R 5A5

AGREEMENT
I/we the undersigned, agree to comply with the rules governing this event and to hold harmless GWRRA, its 

officers, Representatives and event sponsors for loss or injury to person or property I/we may incur by 

participating in this event. I/we have read and understand this form. Registrants must sign.

Rider: _______________________________________________ Co-Rider:___________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ City: ______________PC_____________

Chapter: _____________ Email: _____________________________________________________

Pre Registration: $20 -Postmarked by May 15, 2018                       $20 X _________ = $__________

Onsite Registration:  $25                                                                       $25 X _________ = $__________

Poker Run: $5.00                                                                                    $5 X _________ = $__________

Bug Run: 3 Targets for $5                                                                        $5 X _________ = $__________

Total = $__________

For more information e-mail: gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com



Victoria Days Wrap Up
Once our Kamloops friends put on a 

wonderful rally in Salmon Arm. We had a 

new campsite this year and according to all 

attendees, it was a hit. 

Friday morning Kirk presented us with a 

voucher for 2 pies from the Shuswap Pie 

Company for being the largest chapter in 

attendance. As he put it… “we are just 

Chapter G hosting Chapter C”. lol

We do always seem to have a large 

presence at this particular rally, maybe 

because we love Kirk and Kathy and all that 

they do. 

Chapter C hosted breakfast again this year 

and as far as I know, nobody was poisoned. 

Thank you to all who volunteered. 

Herman led a couple of rides on Saturday 

of which we partook in the early ride 

around White Lake and Birch Bay ending up 

with an ice cream stop of course.

Saturday evening was the catered dinner 

and again, it was a fantastic meal. The 

Gathering Place always does a good job.

Campfire pies were on the dessert menu 

back at the campground and two of our 

newer members took a pie iron in hand and 

did a bang up job cooking them. 

to all.  

Sunday’s poker run took us on a beautiful 

scenic ride in the area and gave us a good idea 

of all the water around. There was a lot of 

water. We ran into some old friends and met 

some new ones, possibly even new members! 

Thank you for letting us spend your money Les 

and Julie. (They are new to motorcycle 

camping and we all showed them many ways 

over to spend their cash on toys.)

Quite a few of our members took home prizes 

(mostly cash) for the 50/50, early registration 

and grand prize. Congrats

A very enjoyable weekend overall!

If you weren’t there, all I can say is you missed 

a good one. See you next year.





…and 

the 

winners 

are…..

Oh Heck, we’re all winners!!


