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Chapter Directors Message
Well, it’s that time of the year again. The leaves are changing and so is 

the weather. Not enough sunny days left.  I don’t know about the rest of 

you, but I felt this summer went far too fast. Was it because of all the 

smoke? It felt like there was not enough blue sky days to inspire me to 

ride much.  The riding I did get in was fantastic. The two district rides, 

The Island Loop and the Gypsy Ride, were so much fun. I don’t know 

which I enjoyed more, the people or the riding. Definitely looking 

forward to next year when the District Rally will be happening.

I think the other reason my summer flew by it that I decided to leave my 

job in April and enjoyed self-employment life/faking retirement.  I was 

busier than I have ever been!! And not with work! I think I have to find 

another job just to slow down.

How do you full time retirees 

find the time to get things done!!

In the meantime, I hope

everyone gets out and 

enjoys those sunny, blue 

sky days that are left until 

we put our bikes into their 

winter slumber. 

Karin Young

Chapter Director BC-C
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District Directors Message
October 10

Fellow Wingers: Thanksgiving 2018 has come and gone 

and the weather appears to be cooperating so far. With 

Autumn approaching we need to take advantage of as 

much riding time as possible. The fall colours are always 

spectacular through the Hope Princeton Stretch of 

Highway 3 and some great riding possibilities present 

themselves at this time of year. As we get closer to the 

end of the riding season trying to take advantage of those 

sunny cool days, please be extra cautious when on the 

road ways. The surfaces can get covered with leaves 

causing slippery conditions, oil from summer has leached 

to the surface causing slippery areas to appear on road 

surfaces. Please be careful out there. Don't forget to 

bundle up! Enjoying the fall on a motorcycle isn’t just 

about keeping warm and safe, but it’s also about the cool 

stuff you can do that you can’t do during any other time 

of the year. The falling leaves bring with them a host of 

events that only happen in autumn. Thanks to the unique 

scenery of the season, getting there could be half the fun 

if you take your motorcycle. Maybe there’s a big Fall 

Festival you could check out with your riding friends or 

perhaps you and your other half could make a day trip

out of some sort of Farm Market Fall Harvest Scene. 

Many local and Okanagan municipalities sometimes 

have events going on in Fall that could be cool to check 

out on two wheels. There is always the fall Grape 

Harvest and Wine Festivals in our area, providing there 

is no snow in the passes (and you don't drink and ride). 

Visit your Provincial travel website and see what’s going 

on near you. If you can, get out and ride, bundle up, 

watch for deer, and enjoy the fall colours Planning for 

the district rally has begun and we are looking to have 

some very interesting riding opportunities, tours and 

activities for all attendees. N.W.C District Rally dates are 

as follows: July 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th 2019. Location 

will be 100 Mile House B.C. Stay tuned for further 

details. Thank you for being members of the GWRRA. 

Your membership and participation are what makes the 

GWRRA the finest International Motorcycle Riding 

organization in North America. 

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe. 

Respectfully Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District N.W.C 

"The Great North West Coast"



District Directors Message
October 19

Fellow Wingers: The month of November is upon us. It is 

a time for reflection for me. The previous riding season 

with good friends and the good times that went with it is 

always on my mind. November also brings about 

Remembrance Day. Everyone's experience with 

Remembrance Day is different, depending on your 

generation, family, traditions and your personal 

experience with war. Whatever your personal reflections 

are, take time to Honour those who have dedicated their 

lives to serve our nation. Now that Autumn is here we 

need to take advantage of as much riding time as possible 

when the weather is good. November may have a few 

good days in it, 2 years ago a group of us headed to 

Boston Bar on the November long weekend, snow tires 

and chains were not required. Some great riding 

possibilities present themselves at this time of year. 

Bundle up, stay safe, get out and ride. Change is one of 

the factors we all must embrace at one time or another, 

for instance our recent changes that occurred to the 

GWRRA. Upon reflection so far so good this year…another 

change will be with Chapter D in the lower mainland. 

Dave Truesdell is stepping down as Chapter Director as of 

December 31st 2018. If anyone in Chapter D would like to 

"give back" to the group as Chapter Director, now is the 

time. Looking forward we have dates scheduled for the 

2019 District Rides: 2019 Island Loop Ride - June 8th & 

9th 2019 Gypsy Run - July 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th The

routes and destinations are yet to be determined, 

however, we wanted dates out there so there were no 

huge conflicts when ride calendars are being planned 

for 2019. In late January 2019 we have the Vancouver 

Motorcycle Show being held at Tradex in Abbotsford 

B.C. District NWC will have a booth promoting the 

GWRRA. As this is a "district event" we will be reaching 

out to all chapters for volunteers to man the booth and 

visit the show. More details will follow in separate 

emails to the chapter directors. Show dates are January 

18th – 20th 2019. Planning for the district rally has 

begun and we are looking to have some very 

interesting riding opportunities, tours and activities for 

all attendees. N.W.C District Rally dates are as follows: 

July 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th 2019. Location will be 100 

Mile House B.C. Stay tuned for further details. Thank 

you for being members of the GWRRA. Your 

membership and participation are what makes the 

GWRRA the finest International Motorcycle Riding 

organization in North America.

Until I see you all again, 

Be safe – Ride safe. 

Respectfully 

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director District N.W.C 

"The Great North West Coast"

CHAPTER C  

MEDICAL FIRST AID COURSE
DATE:  NOVEMBER 17, 2018

START: 9:00 AM

COST: $40.00

PLACE: 45700 WELLINGTON AVE. CHILLIWACK

PLEASE CONTACT:  GWRRABCC.DIRECTOR@GMAIL.COM

PLEASE BRING A LUNCH.  COFFEE, TEA AND WATER 

SUPPLIED



Birthdays

Bill Flintoft 5

Robyn MacRae   18

Simon Hoffler 30

Events

November 4 - BC-C Breakfast/Ride

November 7  - Chapter BC-D Meeting

November 18 - BC-C Breakfast Ride

November 18 - BC-A Breakfast Meeting

November 20  - Chapter BC-C Dinner Meeting

Please bring new mittens, hats 

and scarves for the kids at 

Central Elementary School to 

the next meeting!
Alternately, you can drop them at Robyn’s office #10 -45905 Yale Road

Expedia CruiseShipCenters – Chilliwack – Southgate Plaza

We will be delivering the items to the school in early December.



Since the rally is in the 

Cariboo next year…

The Cariboo is a region of British Columbia along a plateau 

stretching from the Fraser Canyon to the Cariboo Mountains. 

The name is a reference to the caribou that were once 

abundant in the region. The Cariboo was the first region of 

the Interior north of the lower Fraser and its canyon to be 

settled by non-indigenous people, and played an important 

part in the early history of the colony and province. The 

boundaries of the Cariboo proper in its historical sense are 

debatable, but its original meaning was the region north of 

the forks of the Quesnel River and the low mountainous 

basins between the mouth of that river on the Fraser at the 

city of Quesnel and the northward end of the Cariboo 

Mountains - an area that is mostly in the Quesnel Highland 

and focused on several now-famous gold-bearing creeks near 

the head of the Willow River, the richest of them all, Williams 

Creek, the location of Barkerville, which was the capital of the 

Cariboo Gold Rush and also of government officialdom for 

decades afterwards (it is now a museum town). This area, the 

Cariboo goldfields, is underpopulated today but was once the 

most settled and most powerful of the regions of the 

province's Interior. As settlement spread southwards of this 

area, flanking the route of the Cariboo Road and spreading 

out through the rolling plateaus and bench lands of the 

Cariboo Plateau and lands adjoining it along the Fraser and 

Thompson, the meaning changed to include a wider area than 

the goldfields. 100 mile house is considered to be located in 

the southern Cariboo along the Cariboo Wagon Road.

Kens      

Korner



Kevin’s Musings
Fellow WingersFellow WingersFellow WingersFellow Wingers

The Hitching Post in Hedley BC – Here are some photos 

of some of us during the Dave & Dave Meat run July of 

this year. We had a great time and it is one of my 

favourite places to stop along Hwy 3. 

Today is a much different scene and I am saddened. It will 

never be the same. (see photos below) This building was 

over 100 years old. The Hitching Post occupied a building 

that was erected in 1903 during the mining heyday of 

Hedley. The restaurant was sold to new owners earlier 

this year.

The Hitching Post was a well known 

stop on the drive along Highway 3

between the Lower Mainland and the 

South Okanagan. It was also a popular 

destination for those living in the 

Similkameen Valley.

The Building is now just a pile of rubble 

and ash. Fond memories. I wish I had

taken more photos of us all.

Well there you have it Fellow Wingers, 

another change we have to embrace. I

hope they rebuild. Until I see you all 

again, Be safe – Ride safe.

That was then……

This is now (October 23)



The Unending Appeal of the Original Goldwing
Shamelessly plagiarized from Wing Stuff October 1 2018

Why We Love the GL1000

There's something timeless and alluring about the original Wing, isn't there? The same can be said about many 

different classic motorcycles like World War I and World War II-era Harleys, 1930s Royal Enfields or even the 

Honda Super Cub. What is it that attracts us to these bikes, particularly the beloved GL1000? I'm sure each of us 

have our reasons; some we share in common and others that we don't. In honor of the original Wing, we've 

come up with 1000 reasons (okay just kidding) ...6 reasons why the original Goldwing will always hold a special 

place in our hearts.

...

Reason 1: It marks the beginning of our Goldwing adventure
Whether your love affair with the Goldwing has been decades, years, or only months, the GL1000 represents 

the birth of a legendary motorcycle. When it was first released, it was considered to be a huge bike. Today, it 

looks rather diminutive when parked next to a GL1800. Still, at launch in the mid-70s the GL1000 was a bike 

like no other. It brought with it a sense of possibility and unmatched adventure that endures to this day!

Do you remember the first time you mounted a Goldwing and took it for a test ride? Share your memory with 

us in the comments below!



...

Reason 2: A walk down memory lane
For many of us, the image of the original GL conjures up feelings of nostalgia, youthfulness, freedom, 

anticipation and excitement. If you actually owned one back then or since, you probably have many fond 

memories of cruising down some unnamed road with it, making new friends or meeting your future spouse 

and taking them for a ride on the back! Could it be that the image tricks us, if even for a fleeting moment, into 

imagining we are young again?

What about you? What feelings or emotions do you experience when looking at or thinking about a GL1000? 

Do you have any memories you'd like to share about riding one?

GL1000 Vintage Honda Gold Wing Classic

Reason 3: It's visually stunning
The first official Goldwing was designed to be as minimalist and conventional as possible. And it showed! No 

frills, no pomp and circumstance, just a large bike (by 1970s standards) that was ready to take you where you 

wanted to go. The lines of the bike were sleek and everything about it was pleasing to the eye. It's no surprise, 

really, when you consider that Honda spent two years developing this wholly new concept with clay mockups, 

diligent engineering and conceptual designs. It was like a "Roaring 20s" Rolls Royce on two wheels!

...

Reason 4: The allure of rarity
Are you one of those people who love collecting rare items? These days, tracking down the original 

production year 1975 GL1000 that is still in good shape is difficult. They tend to either be heavily modified 

which many riders are ok with (think cafe racers) or need to be completely restored which, again, many of us 

are fine with and welcome the challenge (see Reason 5). Either way, doing a quick search on Craigslist or your 

favorite classic-motorcycle-selling-site makes it pretty clear that there aren't many left in the wild. It seems as 

if we are drawn to rarity like a moth to the flame.



GL1000 Engine

Reason 5: It represents a challenge to overcome
As mentioned above in Reason 4, many of the GL1000s that exist today need to be partially or fully 

restored. For many Goldwing riders with calluses and grime from years of working on their bikes, it is just 

the challenge they welcome.

GL1000 through the years

Reason 6: It Was An Engineering Feat
The original Wing was an ambitious endeavor by Honda to create a performance-based grand touring 

motorcycle unlike any other. In many ways it was their motorcycle of firsts: It was Honda's first liquid-

cooled bike and its first with a horizontally opposed engine with overhead camshafts. The engineers were 

presented with numerous hurdles and obstacles along the way, but overcame each one to end up with a 

stunning, iconic bike.

One of my Favourite versions of the wing

Thanx for reading 

Kevin Bramhoff – DD N.W.C / BC-C

Chapter Shirts
We are once again ready to order more shirts for those that would like one or those that would like a 
second one. They have Gold Wing Riders Association on the left chest, your name on the left sleeve 
and chapter designation on the right sleeve. Order forms will be available at the next meeting. Once 
the orders have been determined, a representative from the company will bring in samples to 
determine sizing. Types of shirts available:

Short sleeves cotton t-shirt - $19.95
Long sleeves cotton t-shirt - $29.95
Long sleeves polyester polo shirt- $38.95
Men’s long or short sleeve cotton blend shirt - $37.95
Ladies ¾ sleeve cotton blend blouse - $37.95

Prices do not include tax

Any questions email Steve or Debbie gwrrabcc.assistdir@gmail.com



Christmas Party
December 8th

Chilliwack Airport, Flight Club

46224 Airport Road

Drinks/Cocktails: 6:00 pm

Appetizers: 7:00pm

Please bring an appetizer to share. A sign up sheet will be provided at the November 

20th Meeting. Dessert will be provided by the club.

Please bring your beverage of choice as well…..

Games, Ugliest Sweater contest, 50/50 draw and much more.

“Falling Leaves Ride”

The falling leaves ride on October 13th was a great ride. I 

met 5 bikes from chapter A at the Blaine chevron ( that 

morning I found out that there is more than one chevron 

in Blaine.) The weather was a cool 40*F with some fog.

From our meeting point we rode the backroads through 

Birch Bay, Ferndale and Bellingham. Next was Chuckanut

drive through Edison on to the Farmhouse restaurant for 

breakfast. There we met up with 3 bikes with 4 riders 

from chapter C. ( Steve Horin, Rick, DJ and Jin). 

After breakfast we continued the backroads tour , 

LaConnor, Stanwood, Lake Goodwin with a fuel 

stop in Marysville. From there the group headed 

through Snohomish out towards Monroe. This a 

where Steve and I left the group and took highway 

9 towards home. Great ride, great day!!!

By Mark Geddes



Motorcyclists who are conspicuous are under-represented in 

crashes

A common complaint of street riders is that other motorists 

fail to observe them. Motorists who violate motorcyclists’ 

right-of-way frequently state, “I didn’t see him,” or “He came 

out of nowhere” (Hurt, 1981).

The problem of other motorists failing to observe 

motorcyclists apparently exists on several levels (see Motorist 

Awareness, page 31). An important Hurt Report finding was 

that conspicuous motorcycles and riders were less likely to 

have their right-of-way violated by other vehicles.

A variety of recognized tactics exists to make motorcycles and 

their riders more conspicuous: lighting, surface color and size, 

and rider traffic strategy.

Lighting factors include:

• Since 1979, most motorcycles sold in the United States have 

been equipped with automatic-on headlamps to meet some 

state requirements. This seems to have been an effective 

method of making them more conspicuous and reducing right-

of-way violations. Currently, 86 percent of motorcycles on the 

road have their headlights on during daytime (Turner, 2000).

• Using the high beam of a motorcycle’s headlight during the 

day also helps to prevent violations of the motorcyclist’s right-

of-way (Hurt, 1981).

• In the cruising and touring categories, auxiliary headlights, 

usually of reduced wattage, are gaining popularity. Many 

sportbikes are equipped with dual headlights.

• Recently, some automobiles have started using daytime 

running lamps (DRL), which may reduce the effectiveness of 

motorcycle automatic-on headlamps.

• Headlight modulators, which cause the light to alternate 

between a higher and a lower intensity during the day, also 

increase conspicuity (Hurt,1981). Headlight modulators are 

federally regulated lighting devices and as such, all state laws 

governing them are preempted. Motorcycle headlight 

modulators have not been studied to determine their effects 

on other motorists.

• Many modern street bikes are equipped with position 

lampsin their front turn signals. This may help other motorists 

to identify the vehicle as a motorcycle and to better judge its 

distance and speed.

• Few motorcycles have more than single-point rear lighting, 

though multiple lights at the rear would seem to offer similar 

benefits and also provide redundancy for the single taillight.

The color of and equipment on a motorcycle can play a 

significant conspicuity role.

• Motorcycles equipped with additional frontal bodywork 

(fairings which protect the rider from wind and weather) were 

found to be under-represented in crashes where motorists 

violated the motorcyclist’s right-of-way. The larger the fairing 

and the brighter the color, the more effective it seemed to be 

in preventing other vehicles’ right-of-way violations 

(Hurt, 1981).

ISSUE STATEMENT

MAD Motorcycle Awareness Division
– Kathy Estey

NWC MAD Coordinator

WHERE WE ARE

WHERE WE WANT TO BE

HOW TO GET THERE

• During the period of study for the Hurt Report, most fairings 

were aftermarket accessories added to motorcycles for touring 

comfort. By the late 1980s, most manufacturers offered some 

motorcycles with fairings as original equipment. In addition, most 

sportbikes have smaller, more aerodynamic fairings, that tend to 

be more brightly colored and often have elaborate graphic 

designs. Whether the newer sport-style fairings have a significant 

effect on conspicuity is not known.

• One of the easiest and most effective ways for a motorcyclist to 

be seen by other motorists is by wearing brightly colored, upper-

torso cloth-ing and/or retro-reflective material. However, only a 

minority of motorcyclists choose such brightly colored apparel, 

whether for fashion or other reasons.

• Social and fashion pressures are apparently a powerful reason 

for not wearing brightly colored clothing. Although sportbike

riders, who imitate racers, have largely accepted bright colors, the 

larger cruiser category chooses apparel in almost nothing but 

inconspicuous black. Other categories often choose other hard-to-

see colors such as gray, beige, and other neutral colors. The olive-

drab and camouflage apparel that the Hurt Report found over-

represented in the typical right-of-way-violation crash is still worn.

• Manufacturers and distributors of helmets confirm that more 

than half of the motorcycle helmets sold for street use in the 

United States are black, which seems to be chosen primarily for 

fashion.

Rider traffic strategy strongly affects visibility (see Rider Education 

& Training, page 17and Lane Use, page 51).

We want motorcyclists to be aware of how conspicuity issues 

affect their safety and prepare accordingly.

We would like states to reconsider regulations that prohibit proven 

and safe conspicuity-enhancing modifications to lighting systems.

Education of motorcyclists to overcome their resistance to 

employing conspicuity strategies is needed. Protective apparel 

manufacturers can help by promoting conspicuity in their 

advertising and in their apparel designs. Efforts that focus on peer 

acceptance of conspicuous colors are also suggested.

Research is needed into the matters of conspicuity and why 

motorcyclists are overlooked by other motorists. Programs should 

be implemented based on the findings to correct this.

• Research that explores the reasons why drivers fail to observe 

motorcyclists despite attempts to be more visible should be a high 

priority.

• Information about specific high-conspicuity colors and the 

uniqueness of applying them to specific locations on the bike or 

rider would be useful to riders seeking greater conspicuity.

• DRL usage on cars may influences the environment and 

effectiveness of motorcycle automatic-on headlamps and warrants 

investigation.

• Motorcycle lighting should be studied to find safe ways to 

increase conspicuity and enhance recognition during the day and 

at night.


