
Chapter Directors Message
Rain, rain go away come back on another day….. How many times I 

have said this rhyme in my head this month. I sometimes switch it 

up with “rainy days and Mondays always gets me down…”.  Hahaha 

now that I have you singing with me, I’m sure you put a small smile 

on your faces.

July and August have to be better!! Some of us only have the 

weekends to rely on for a good ride. I know you lucky retired people 

have been getting out on the nicer weekdays and I’m envious.

I am trying to keep everyone up to date with things that are 

happening in our District. We do have a couple of rides planned. All 

done with social distancing and respect for one another. I 

encourage all to come out and for those who are not comfortable 

with joining us, that’s ok too. The one thing I want to emphasize is 

Respect. Each and everyone of us deserves the respect that we are 

due and as to how we need to cope with our surroundings.

Zoom meetings have been fun. Each                                                 

zoom gathering has brought out                                                 

different people. So much fun to see                                          

everyone.  Please join us for our next                                             

scheduled call on Tuesday July 21st 7pm.

Hopefully see you really soon.

Karin

Chapter C Director
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District Directors Message

Looking Forward!
I am keeping to this theme of looking forward this month. Recently we have been holding

chapter meetings via Zoom due to the pandemic. Who would have thought 1 year ago we would

be in the realm of cyberspace speaking to one another via video-chat? Restrictions are easing and

there will be more riding opportunities.

We are favored in B.C. to have extraordinary leadership from our provincial health minister, Dr.

Bonnie Henry, during this pandemic event. The BC Ministry of health has done a great job in

guiding us in the proper direction to flatten the curve. British Columbia is into phase two of

reopening with continued small volume of Covid-19 cases and no deaths the week this was

written. Local restaurants have reopened under strict guidelines involving social distancing and

group gatherings. We have places to ride to and stop at now!

Other areas of our district are still in Phase 1. In the Yukon, Bars with approved plans are

reopening from June 19. From July 1, restaurants can operate again at 100% capacity; and

outdoor gatherings can include up to 50 people. They are on track to begin Phase 2 on July 1,

2020, anticipating the lifting of travel restrictions between Yukon and BC but only for residents of

those jurisdictions. Riding up there should be “full on” real soon and I am Sure Lorne Whittaker,

Chapter Director of YT-A will be leading the way. If you are heading that way give him a call.

Our American cousins in Alaska (yes, they are part of our district) have similar restrictions to ours

although they have moved into Phase 3, the Canada – USA borders are still closed and will remain

that way for the future. Unfortunately riding opportunities for our American friends outside of

Alaska are limited.

The first Day of Summer is officially June 20th , (today, the day this was written) so summer is

here. Although, the West Coast appears to still be stuck in June-uary, on the official first day of

summer. Many smaller communities are open and really need our support. When we are planning

rides, we should be mindful of this and support the small business’s in these communities to the

best of our ability. That will really make a difference to the lives of people living in these towns.

It's the people we miss! Like minded motorcyclists that we have fun with, and share experiences with. Zoom calls 

just cannot make up for meeting up again, sharing a meal, sharing a ride together. The good weather (it's coming, 

really!) will promote activities even with peoples altered behavior patterns, to getting out and moving about in their 

towns and cities.

It will be great getting out and seeing everyone again…let's get riding!

Ride safe out there, and remember, have fun.



Now for some news

District Raffle: Your district is selling raffle tickets to finance & support future ARC's and 

training activities. The Draw date is July 25th…tickets are still available. Get yours 

today!

2021 Wings in the Cariboo 2.1 
Rally: as we are looking forward, we 
have events planned for next year. 
Knowing the dates well in advance, now is 
the time to plan riding next year. Register 
today for the "Wings in the Cariboo 2.1" 
rally. 

Register today for the 2021 rally at: https://wingsinthecariboo.com/

Any questions please direct them to: yours truly director@gwrra-nwc.com or to Mr. Dave Ward: 
Webmaster webmaster@gwrra-nwc.com.

Please purchase tickets and 
get your friends, family, or 
anyone that has hit you up for 
their kids' hockey team etc. to 
purchase as well. It is a good 
cause and we are creating 
better riders as a result.

Go to this link to purchase:
https://gwrra-nwc.com/spring-raffle/



Wing Ding 42 was cancelled for 2020 due to Covid-19. The GWRRA has moved Wing Ding 42 to 
2021. It will still be hosted in at the Springfield Expo Center in Springfield Missouri, June 29, 2021 
through July 3, 2021. Registration is open and they have "bundle specials". https://www.wing-

ding.org/

Chapters BC-C & BC-A are continuing to hold Zoom calls. They have been successful. The 
zoom call is a great option to stay connected. I encourage other chapters in the district to give it try. 

If you need some coaching give the district team a call. 

In order to keep everyone engaged and in touch we have set up a new "Member Forum" on our 
website. You can connect with any other member registered on the forum page. I also encourage those 
of you that use Facebook join the District NWC Facebook page. You can stay up to date and reach out to 
other members. 

GWRRA District NWC has a new recruitment program, "get three, get a 1-year membership" 
for the recruiter. See the brochure in this newsletter for details. We will be offering 14 months for the 
price of 12 for the new recruit…a win-win situation for all concerned. This is a Canadian program only. It 
is National. However, in our district we are going to offer even more incentive for the new recruit.
Stay tuned as you will be receiving the detail via email the week of July 1st.

How can you help your district? If your membership is coming due, renew. If you know someone 
who's membership is about to expire, talk to them about the value of membership and encourage them 
to renew. If you know someone that is on the fence about joining, now is the time. Recruit someone 
new to our group!
Stay tuned for all of the events on our web site www.gwrra-nwc.com & Facebook for updates as 
they happen.
Thank you for being members of GWRRA; your membership and participation is what makes 

GWRRA the finest international riding association in North America.  

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.

Respectfully

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast"



Birthdays                        Anniversaries

Events

July

Brian Knoll

Doug Bowers

13 Judy Flintoft

19 Gerry Crapo

27 Lynne

30 Mike Brouse

More Riding and Social Stuff

Retired Riders
Impromptu rides

Organized by 

Don Reitsma

d_m_reitsma_moon@shaw.ca

Ken’s Koffee
Come down & talk 

bikes or whatever

2nd Thursday 10 am

McDonalds on Luckakuck

June 50/50 was won 

by Nobody!

July

27 Tony & Linda

July

1      Canada Day-153 Years Young

21 Zoom Call 7:00pm



What else can you do to help your district 

and ultimately your chapters? We have a 

"Spring Raffle" happening.

It is to assist the district in paying for Parking 

lot rentals (which can be between $250.00 

and $450.00 per day depending on the 

location) for Advanced Rider Courses, 

Classrooms, insurance, supplies and 

peripheral costs. All these add up and we are 

trying to provide as many programs to the 

membership as we can to meet demand. You 

can help by supporting the raffle sale and 

taking books of tickets, selling them to 

friends, family, & co-workers. This will go a 

long way for your district. See your chapter 

director.

You will be receiving a link from our 

webmaster so you can purchase tickets for a 

good cause. Please if you can see your way 

clear sell some to friends' neighbors and 

family as we are way behind in sales due to 

the shutdown of all of the venues we 

planned to sell at. We need your help!

Thank you for being members of GWRRA; 

your membership and participation is what 

makes GWRRA the finest international riding 

association in North America.

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.

Respectfully

Kevin Bramhoff - District Director

District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast"

https://gwrra-nwc.com/

http://www.gwrra.org/

From the desk of the District Director 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association, 

District N.W.C.     



April 9 2020

2020 district events / Victoria Days Rally

Fellow Wingers:

Your District Team has had to make some difficult decisions over the last few weeks. The Covid-19 

pandemic being so fluid as well as the fact that travel restrictions, "Social Distancing", and business 

closures are in effect and will continue in the months moving forward, have made these decisions 

necessary.

The health and welfare of our GWRRA District NWC membership as well as our visitors and guests are 

forefront in this decision-making process and though I am reticent to do so, the RCICP course, All 

ARC's are cancelled until further notice.

The framework is in place to allow us to move everything to May 2021 at about the same time as this 

year's courses. Moving it to 2021 should help us get the same venues and keep most of the plans 

place. The ARC organizer will have already contacted participants.

The future dates (yet to be confirmed) of the 2021 ARC's and RCICP courses will be May 7th – 10th for 

RCICP the ARC's May 11th, 24th, 25th and we are confident that we can make these dates happen.

Being mindful of that, the positive of this delay is that it gives us even more time to plan & host more 

ARC's in more locations as we will have a greater number of instructors to teach.

Please be mindful that we might, and this is just a might be able to move this years ARC's to 

September of this year if a venue becomes available…we will keep you advised if this option 

becomes available.

Stay tuned for further details in the coming weeks. We will ensure to communicate with you all, more 

on that to follow.

Kirk & Kathy Elliott of Chapter BC-G Kamloops have advised me that their Victoria Days Rally has 

been Cancelled for 2020. They will be in contact with all registrants moving forward. I look forward 

to Victoria Days in 2021!

Thank you for being members of GWRRA; your membership and participation is what makes GWRRA 

the finest international riding association in North America.

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.

Respectfully

Kevin Bramhoff - District Director

District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast"

https://gwrra-nwc.com/

http://www.gwrra.org/

From the desk of the District Director 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association, 

District N.W.C.     



From the desk of the District Director –

Gold Wing Road Riders Association, 

District N.W.C
July 1st 2020

Stay Tuned to your email for the special Canadian promotion 

Starting This Month!
Fellow Wingers:

"Guiding Principles" are a broad philosophy that encompass your personal beliefs and values and guide 

an organization, in this case the GWRRA, throughout its life in all circumstances, irrespective of changes 

in its goals, strategies or type of work. They create a company culture where everyone understands 

what's important. GWRRA guiding principles: Friends (members) for Fun, Safety & Knowledge.

In the case of GWRRA within those principles is that of membership. Without membership the Guiding 

Principles are useless as there will be no organization or corporate culture for that matter. Therefore, one 

of the most important things we can do for the GWRRA is to capture new members and retain existing 

members.

Want to recruit a new member, how about 3 new members so you can get that free year? Well the 

easiest way is to "Talk" to other riders. Here is how:

WANT TO STRIKE UP A CONVERSATION?

When you are out riding for the day and you would welcome other riders to stop and chat, I have found 

this a sure way of attracting other riders to your table to talk about the area. If I see a helmet on a table 

with a lone rider or a group, I almost always approach them to start a conversation. I have met riders 

from all over the world this way. 

Advice: don’t hide your helmet on your bike, put it out there where other riders can see that you are a 

rider, put a smile on your face and welcome folks to stop by. Fellow riders love to talk about their rides. 

Then you can ease into telling them about our organization. It's a natural process and is almost an 

unconscious act. Simply by discussing rides and asking if the individuals want to get together for rides 

with other like-minded motorcycle enthusiasts…simple really.

Be mindful…head office has a promotion out there for recruiters. Starting June 1st 2020 our district will 

be offering a free Medical First Aid course (MFA) to the new recruits as a "signing bonus", as we did for 

the Motorcycle show. The free MFA will be offered until Nov 1st 2020.

So, when you are out riding remember to strike up that conversation. You meet the nicest people when 

out there on the road.
I have noted many of you posting photos and stories of rides with neighbors & friends many of which are potential 

members! Now is the time to sign them up! Get three and get a year free from GWRRA!



I have noted many of you posting photos and stories 

of rides with neighbors & friends many of which are 

potential members! Now is the time to sign them up! 

Get three and get a year free from GWRRA!

When you are out there with your riding 

friends talk it up! Let them know what a 

great organization you are part of! 

You got this!

From the desk of the District Director 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association, 

District N.W.C.     



Parts from a 1996 GL1500A

- Front wheel with rotors and tire - Dunlop Elite E3 tire 
with 5 to 6/32" of tread                            ($100)
- trunk lid (colour R-176) with luggage rack, spoiler with 
LED tail/brake light                                ($100)
Trunk parts                                            ($30 for all)
- left storage pocket lid colour R-176
- left and right storage pockets colour R-176
- L & R tail lights with all reflectors
Misc Chrome parts                              ($10 for all):
- License plate trim - Show Chrome part # 2-525 (new)
- Dash trim
- Kuryakyn floor boards part # 4308 (chrome) ($250)
- Kuryakyn front fender extender with mud flap ($75)
Wanted to buy the following parts to fit a 2012 Honda 
Gold Wing GL1800 airbag
- Hitch - Kuyakyn 7641 or 7642 or Bushtec 944106
- Wiring harness 7676 for trailer
- Sena 30K bluetooth headsets
- Sena Freewire

Contact Sheldon Marche at 604-768-6016 or email 
at smarche@telus.net

2013 Silver Honda Goldwing 
– 86,438 kms

Comes with lots of extras:
GPS, CB, TPS, adjustable brake and clutch levers, 
Sirius antenna and bracket, Baker airwings and 
handwings, Highway pegs, Heat package, so heated 
seat, heated grips and foot warmers, Helmet holders 
on handle bars and under rear trunk, Flag pole, wiring 
hookup for heated garments, arm rest for passenger, 
cup holders front and back, trunk rack with bag, pakit
rak Asking $15,000.00 obo More pictures available 
upon request. Contact Kelly at 604-202-5111 or kc-
smiles@hotmail.com

2005 Silver Honda Goldwing
30th Anniversary Edition – 96,803 miles (US bike)

Features Include:

CB, Baker air wings and hand wings, Transformer 
passenger boards, Highway pegs, Passenger 
Armrests, Pakit Rak, Trunk Rack, Helmet holders on 
handle bars and under trunk, Trunk spoiler with lights, 
lots of chrome!
Asking $8500 or obo More pictures available upon 
request. Contact Kelly at 604-202-5111 or
kc-smiles@hotmail.com

1993 Goldwing Aspencade 1500  $4999

Fully loaded with lots of additional chrome.
Excellent condition. Has collector plates.
Ride off chrome kickstand & Ring of Fire front wheel.
Mileage.....213833
Beautiful riding condition, and have all maintenance 
records from original (previous) owner.
Dave Crosson. 604-703-3844



Hello GWRRA-BC-C;

We, Kim and Rick MacLeod have taken a few of these courses, Co-Rider, Riding in the heat, and Riding in 

the dark. It is a Zoom and limited participants experience. The instructors are all GWRRA Instructors and 

encourage rider experience with rider participation. Riders seem to have no problem relating their 

experiences and enjoy telling their stories. There have been a few other riders from Canada, 

Newfoundland and another BCer. I have enjoyed the time I’ve spent with these presentations and have 

learned something from each one of them.

The one person you will see at the beginning of a session will be Clara, she is a sweet heart and the 

University Director and is available to take your questions by phone 1-319-240--4269 or email 

toledotriker@gmail.com. All questions I’ve asked Clara have been answer immediately or within the 

same day.

One has to register for each individual class.

Each course content lasts about 40 to 60 minutes, and from my experience that time goes by quickly. 

The instructors will stay on line with anyone who have questions with the course content. You are 

expected to fill in a course critique at the end of the presentations. The university web address is: 

gwrradot.com

Rick MacLeod 405789

There is a new “GWRRA RIDER VEHICLE INSPECTION SHEET” available at www.gwrra.org click on the tab “Officers” 

then click on “officer resources” the scroll down to “Rider Education” close to the bottom, the form is N.17 (next 

page)





GPS update - Honda Goldwing 

– the long road to success!

Back in September of 2019, we tried to purchase an update to 

our GPS module in our 2008 Goldwing.

We contacted Honda Canada, and purchased the part. When 

we received it, we found out it was an old version, and not the 

most recent update. When we asked Honda Canada why we 

got the old version, we were told it was the only one and there 

was no updated version. So we returned it and got a refund. 

We then checked in with Garmin – who sells the GPS updates –

and were informed the newer version was available. But we 

could not buy it directly from them, as they are only allowed to 

sell to Honda Canada directly. The US version is available for 

sale, but apparently does not work on the Canadian bikes. Even 

if you are able to buy one, DON’T buy it, as it will not work. It is 

encrypted, and needs a Canadian VIN number to be unlocked. 

The Canadian version is not available for sale. So we went back 

to Honda Canada.

As the GPS product is available by Garmin, but we cannot buy 

it, we started sending letters and emails to Honda Canada as 

well as Honda International. After being persistent, we got a 

customer service representative assigned to our case, who 

checked into why this part was not available for sale by Honda

Canada. Turns out the part did not have a part # assigned to it, 

hence why it was not for sale... It took a while to have this 

taken care off – but we finally got a call recently, that the part # 

was now going to be available! The account representative was 

very helpful throughout this process, and told us as well, that

a dealers’ bulletin will be issued to all dealers, letting them 

know when the part is available, so all of our members can 

order this part if they want to update their GPS. Hallelujah!

As of the date of this newsletter, the bulletin has not gone out 

yet (so the part is not officially for sale yet) but we will keep 

checking and will let you all know when it is out there. Then 

everyone can get the proper update for their Canadian bikes!

Regards,

A very persistent Chapter C member 

Rides Posted!

Hi Everyone,

It was good to see you all on the Zoom call 

last night! And we wanted to share the 

following information with you, in response 

to the request for rides being posted. As we 

are putting together more rides (instructions 

plus a small map), we will be posting them 

on our website so you can browse for ideas. 

The rides will be named for the end 

destination and will show the expected 

duration. Please note the time stated will not 

include stops for lunch or pit stops.

(This link will get you there)

https://gwrra-bcc.org/ride-database/

We have been getting suggestions for other 

rides, but do ask you all to continue to send 

suggestions. There are a lot of places in BC 

outside of the lower mainland which are 

amazing destinations, and especially in these 

COVID times we want to support local 

communities! Slowly but surely more and 

more places are opening up, with proper 

regulations in place.

It will take a bit of time to get the website 

updated, so please stay tuned. We will send 

another email out as soon as they are all up 

and posted!

P.S. With the good weather finally arriving 

soon, we hope to get out riding a lot more 

than in the last few weeks. And yes, we will 

do our best to post rides in between the 

official every 2nd Sunday too... Keep 

checking your email!

Regards,

Your GW-BC Chapter C Riding committee

Kim and John Bientjes



Member and Chapter Rides
We all met at Friendly Mike's in the parking lot (11 bikes), except for Sheldon and Carol, who were going to meet us in Abbotsford. After a 
democratic discussion, we decided that the group all wanted to combine both the Stave Lake and the Alouette Lake rides, and changed 
the original directions accordingly. We contacted Carol, and asked them to meet us at a different meeting point. Kevan and Steve 
volunteered to be leads for the first part of the ride (thank you!) and we all drove away. One group went via  Camp River Road, and the 
other went via Chilliwack Central and Prest, then both onto Lougheed and to the meeting point. We all met up and Carol and Sheldon 
joined us. Gerry knew the area around Stave Lake and continued leading the second part of the ride (Stave lake to Alouette Lake), and 
shared the route with Kevan and Robyn, who led the second group. Thanks Kevan!!

The ride was wonderful, not too cold, with lots of sunshine and great scenery. When we arrived at Alouette Lake though, we were 
stunned at the volume of people at the beach and adjoining areas. The parking lot was overflowing, and nobody could find a spot to park 
anywhere. Social distancing was not happening at the lake, or picnic areas, so we changed plans and had our lunch in the parking lot, 
under the trees in the shade... It was lovely to socialize after not having seen many members for a long time... After lunch we all split up, 
and rode back - as everyone had different places to go to. The road out of Alouette Lake was completely plugged up, so many cars were 
lined up both going in and going out. We were glad to leave. That said, overall, a great first official ride for Chapter C since the COVID 
shutdown Mar 15/20! We look forward to more good weather and upcoming rides. And again, our heartfelt thanks to the leaders who led 
our ride today - Steve, Gerry and Kevan...

Thanks,
Kim

Thank you Kim for organizing another 

fun day! Great turnout with mostly 

couples and perfect riding weather.

We may have to get a little more 

creative with our lunch stops on 

future rides. As there are no activities 

for anyone to do right now, our lakes 

and parks are filled on weekends. 

With water levels quite high right 

now, there is also less beach space 

available. It was good to see some of 

you that we haven’t seen for a while.

Robyn



As you all know, it has been a suckie year so far for outside 

activities. Norm and I have been on only one ride together.

My golf game is poor, Covid-19 has limited our socializing, 

the weather is lacking and now the mosquitos are out in 

full-on warfare. We found ourselves with a day that looked 

like it was going to be fine, so I twisted Norm’s arm to go 

for a ride (it didn’t take much twisting). I had heard about 

Spences Bridge and especially the Packing House but had 

never been. Norm suggested we let the GW group know 

we were planning a ride and see if anyone wanted to join. 

We met at Minter’s Country Garden expecting a few 

people … but, 12 bikes and 17 riders showed up!

First stop was Alexandria Bridge. There was a

great trail to walk down to the historic old

highway bridge which a few of us did and the rest

of group stayed up in the parking lot to visit.

The ride on to Spences Bridge along the

raging Thompson River was spectacular and

enjoyed by all. Norm told me to watch for the “Big Rock”, 

but the water was so high it was flowing over the top       

and I missed it.

The Packing House did not disappoint, especially the

cheese cake, all done in social distance.

We carried on to Merritt and started our trip back

along the Coldwater Road … some of the best curvy

roads I have ever been on. We finished our day at

Kent’s Ice Cream. Burgundy Cherry if you are

wondering. (I’m reading this and there seems to be

a focus on food and socializing)

Thanks to everyone who came and made our day special.   

A special thanks to Phil and Geslaine who shared their    

20th

anniversary with us. Let’s do it again.

Kathy Estey

Let’s go to Spences Bridge



Let’s Ride!

Hi All,

Most likely you have all been getting out for a short ride every now and then but if you are like me 

you need to get away for a couple of days and see a little of the countryside with friends.

The province and Dr Bonnie Henry have started opening things up again and moving forward into 

the next phase of our new world, promoting travel within BC and allowing small groups to gather 

for lunch on a patio or a few drinks with friends. With that in mind I have been trying to put 

together something that works within those guidelines that will enable us to get a way and yet all 

remain safe.

15 rooms have been blocked off in Grand Forks and Nakusp, and restaurants have been contacted 

with patio reservations made. In order to be able to accommodate as many riders as possible and 

maintain social distancing, we have put together two rides overlapping each other, but restricted to 

15 bikes each way.

· Ride #1 will be the clockwise route through the Kootenays with the first night in Nakusp 

and second night in Grand Forks.

· Ride #2 will be the counterclockwise route with the first night in Grand Forks and second 

night in Nakusp.

This is the first in the Rock Hard Buns series.

Please use the registration link below to sign up for this event. Cost is only $5. You will be 

contacted by Keiller once you have registered with route, hotel, and dining information.

Register Here https://gwrra-nwc.com/rock-hard-buns/

District Ride Coordinator

Keiller Gowans

604-970-0531



Kevin’s Musings

So, what to write…this is the question I put to myself every month? Recently I usually 

have come up with some verbiage about volunteering or contributing to the 

organization. This time we all need a laugh! Enjoy.


