
Chapter 

Directors Message
We just came off of an unusual October, very cold temperatures in the 

latter half of the month, leaves still on the trees and snow, yes snow in 

the Okanagan. Our thanksgiving has come and gone and as this is 

November the winter is approaching, many have put their bikes away 

for the winter as their insurance has lapsed.

I hope you all got out for a ride to see the fall colours as they are 

spectacular this time of year. We managed to get a great zoom call 

into our schedule and it was well attended. A number of items were 

discussed including what direction we were going to take as far as a 

Christmas party this year.

After reviewing the new guidelines and restrictions due to Covid-19 it 

has been decided that we will have to forgo our Christmas gathering 

this year. We can however still attend our Sunday ride / breakfast 

gatherings so the chapter team is investigating the possibility of a 

Christmas Brunch, stay tuned for details.

We are also starting our plans for next year.                                            

Not knowing what next year will bring, a few                                                    

of us are working on a program that will help                                             

keep us all connected yet while staying safe.

Next Zoom call is November 17th.  I will be                                                 

sending out an invitation closer to the date.

Karin Young                                                                                                

Chapter Director
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District Directors Message
Dear Fellow Wingers,

These articles are written and submitted the month previous to publishing, so last months article did not have 

anything mentioned about our (Canadian) thanksgiving. It just seemed too early to think about.  As this is a November 

message written in October, I would like to follow that thought up. 

Our thanksgiving has come and passed, our American Cousins will be celebrating their thanksgiving this November. 

My point is even with the way the year has been going…you know pandemic mania, business closures, no gatherings 

of our group and many events canceled, we still have a lot to be thankful for.

Basically, there is perhaps no one individual on this planet who could claim that this pandemic has not affected him 

or her at all. However, we are all still healthy, (to the best of my knowledge), we have gone on rides and traveled 

throughout the province and the country in some cases. When the regulations relaxed, we made strides getting out 

and with Covid – 19 protocols in place resumed some of the GWRRA events we had grown used to. 

We did manage to salvage a "pretty good" riding season after all. Many of the Chapters organized rides and our 

District Ride Co-Ordinator Keiller Gowans organized the Rock-Hard Buns Ride for the district. Even though we had no 

gatherings we did manage to ride and still comply with Government Pandemic measures.

Next years promises to be better. Your district team has learned a lot over the last year and we are in the planning 

stages for many events. We are going to be hosting the Rally this year. The district team has engineered it so we can all 

participate safely. There will be riding, more than this year also planned with Covid-19 safety measures in place. We 

are going to move forward even without the usual style gatherings into the next year with Motorcycling being in the 

forefront! Isn't that what we are all about? We have a lot to be thankful for!

The district team will be working closely with the chapters developing next year's schedule preventing overlaps, 

creating riding opportunities and social events that are safe and easy to participate in. We will continue to stay 

connected using Zoom and other media platforms. We have run into a few snags with our telephone program, it will 

start in November.

Autumn 2020 in Northern Hemisphere has begun. We can expect some rain however, there will still be riding 

opportunities that I encourage everyone to take advantage of. Explore your province! Perhaps a fall colours ride!

Now it is time to keep membership momentum going forward. The recruitment plan will be in place soon. I 

encourage you all to participate in this new program. It will be a Win-Win-Win, for the recruit, for the recruiter and 

for GWRRA. It will run from October / November to December 31 2020. Stay tuned for something interesting…just an 

FYI, for that someone that just has everything!

We managed to squeeze in an ARC September and albeit a wet one, October as well. We are trying to schedule 

another for 2021. We are hopeful that we can hold even more in the spring. We have some excellent sponsors working 

with us this year, MacRae & Associates and Kal Tire Chilliwack. They will be making their facilities available to us in 

2021 as well. If you need heavy machinery training or tires take advantage of what these great vendors have to offer.

Ride safe out there, and remember to have some fun!



Now for Some News
GWRRA – NWC, your district will be hosting ARC's once again. We are planning for 2021 in multiple locations. We 

have new venues that we have recently used in Sept. & Oct. so that we can run the range course as well as 

physically distance for the classroom portions of the course…Stay tuned for the Spring Schedule.

2021 Wings in the Cariboo 2.1 Rally: as we are looking forward, we have events planned for next year. Knowing 

the dates well in advance, now is the time to plan riding next year. Register today for the "Wings in the Cariboo 

2.1" rally. 

Register today for the 2021 rally at: https://wingsinthecariboo.com/

Any questions please direct them to: yours truly director@gwrra-nwc.com

or to Mr. Dave Ward: Webmaster webmaster@gwrra-nwc.com.

Wing Ding 42 was cancelled for 2020 due to Covid-19. The GWRRA has moved Wing Ding 42 to 2021. It will still 

be hosted in at the Springfield Expo Center in Springfield Missouri, June 29, 2021 through July 3, 2021. 

Registration is open and they have "bundle specials". https://www.wing-ding.org/

Chapters BC-C & BC-A are continuing to hold Zoom calls. Chapter BC-C has been able to stay in touch with the 

membership and more members keep joining the conversation every month! The zoom call is a great option to 

stay connected. I encourage other chapters in the district to give it try. If you need some coaching give the 

district team a call. 

In order to keep everyone engaged and in touch we have set up a new "Member Forum" on our website. You 

can connect with any other member registered on the forum page. I also encourage those of you that use 

Facebook join the District NWC Facebook page. You can stay up to date and reach out to other members. 

We are going to implement a phone program in the next few weeks, reaching out to members we have not seen 

in a while, just to say hello and keep them included in the group.

If you as a member have something to say, especially a story of a ride or trip you have taken recently, I 

encourage you to send something to the district newsletter editor as well as the Chapter newsletter editors. They 

are always looking interesting articles and news. All of the contacts will be on the respective websites.

How can you help your district? If your membership is coming due, renew. If you know someone who's 

membership is about to expire, talk to them about the value of membership and encourage them to renew. If 

you know someone that is on the fence about joining, now is the time. Recruit someone new to our group!

Please be mindful – recruit three new members get a free year renewal for your membership. The new recruit 

gets a free 2 months, 14 months for the price of 12. Go get em!

Stay tuned for all of the events on our web site www.gwrra-nwc.com & Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/ for updates as they happen.



We have so few days to ride in now 

please ensure you get out and ride 

when you can this fall. Stay warm, 

watch for deer, enjoy the fall colours, 

most of all be safe!

Thank you for being members of 

GWRRA; your membership and 

participation is what makes GWRRA 

the finest international riding 

association in North America.

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride 

safe.

Respectfully

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District N.W.C "The 

Great North West Coast"

November!



Birthdays                        Anniversaries

Events

November

5 Bill Flintoft

11    John Bientjes

18 Robyn MacRae

21    Ron Becker

23    Howie Mosher

30 Simon Hoffler

30    Trevor Manwieler

30 Sheldon March

More Riding and Social Stuff

Retired Riders
Impromptu rides

Organized by 

Don Reitsma

d_m_reitsma_moon@shaw.ca

Ken’s Koffee
Come down & talk 

bikes or whatever

2nd Thursday 10 am

McDonalds on Luckakuck

November

25 John and Kim Bientjes

November

17   Zoom Call 7:00pm 

50/50 was won by 

Nobody!



Fellow WingersFellow WingersFellow WingersFellow Wingers

Do you have someone in 

your life impossible to shop 

for?

Do you have a friend or 

neighbour fellow 

motorcyclist that you cannot 

figure out what to give this 

year for Christmas?

Do you have a family member that has it all and what do you buy? 

What kind of gift do you purchase?

That bottle of liquor will long be gone after the holiday, soon to be 

forgotten by all with the exception on the "hang-over" the day after.

So, what do you get the motorcyclist with everything? Why not a 

GWRRA membership? Yes, a membership…perhaps that neighbour is 

sitting on the fence about joining. Help them out, get them a 

membership. 

There is a bonus for you as well…when you recruit 3 new household 

members you get a year for free, that's $65.00 USD bonus for you so 

that cut's the cost down to paying for only 2 memberships as gifts!

What better way to celebrate the Holidays? A gift for friends & Family 

and a gift for you!

It's really quite easy, you do not even have to leave home, just go to the 

district website or click on this link: https://gwrra-

nwc.com/membership-form/

Grab you credit card. Fill in the information required, make sure you 

give your member number where indicated to ensure you get your gift 

as well and you are done.

Happy shopping…Merry Christmas!





A wonderful thing about new members is that they have 

some great ideas. This came to me recently and it should 

have been done ages ago but there is no better time than 
Now! I like the idea of publishing an article with these 

answers. This can help so many of our members both new 
and old. Thank you Kim and John!

Looking For Your Answers

Hi everyone,

Being relatively new still to the Fraser Valley/Chilliwack area, we 
would like to ask the Goldwing membership about everyone's 

favorite service and repair shops. 
If you are willing to share the info, which business do you prefer to 
have working on your Honda Goldwing? 

Any tips or referrals you would like to share? 
Any comments on why the business is your favorite? I.e. is it 
because they are honest and only recommend real repairs, versus 

upselling? 
Are they reliable and reasonable? 
If a repair is not completely satisfactory, how have they 
provided customer service to you subsequently? 

Do they focus on Goldwings only, or do they do other bikes as well? 
Do you perhaps have more than one place you take your bike too, 
as some shops have really perfected what they are good at?

We would love to hear from you all! You can connect with us (John 
and Kim Bientjes) at kim.bientjes@gmail.com. And yes, we are 

willing to compile all the info and comments and submit it for 
another article so everyone has the benefit of all of our riders' 
knowledge!

Thanks,
Kim and John





‘

Happy November everybody! Yup, we are quickly approaching that time of year 
where we tend to give, love and do a little bit more. While you are out there 
preparing for your own Christmas, please be mindful of the many many people 
that will not have nearly as much as you do. Especially this year. 
We all spend so much at this time of year for little gifts for all of the people in 
our lives that are special to us. 
What if….we were to forfeit some of those gifts and instead, give from your 
heart to some little folks that you will most likely never meet. 
What if all of you were to set aside just $10 a person and either donate the 
cash so that we can buy mitts and hats, or purchase them yourself or even make 
some of these items. What a huge difference that would make.
If things are a little tight for yourselves as well, we totally understand if you 
can’t help us out but if you aren’t feeling the pinch too badly, please remember 
our kids at Central Elementary School this Christmas. They appreciate our 
efforts more than you know. If only you could all be there on the day that we 
have brought bags and bags of items into the school and began to fill the tree 
with them. If only you could feel the kids excitement and see them checking out 
the goods. It makes the heart feel good and we all know right now how important 
it is to make our hearts feel good. And know that ALL of the cash you donate 
goes towards purchasing these items. There are no admin fees. Lol
Karin and myself will be collecting these items so please, please, please, contact 
either of us to make arrangements for dropping off. The very latest that this 
can happen is November 29th, less than one month. HELP US!
Karin-604-798-3165 or gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com
Robyn-604-316-4824 or gwrrabcc.editor@gmail.com

Can we please make this a very special  year for these kids.

Last Call for Mittens



Are You Prepared?
By Robyn MacRae

When you head out on a ride, be it a day ride, or anything 
longer, are you really prepared for the ride? I began to ponder 
this the other day when Kevan and I decided to head out to 
explore some of our Forestry Service Roads in the jeep. We 
have done this on many occasions but this day was chilly and 
there had been some snow at higher elevations.  Before we 
headed out the door I decided to throw together a few items 
“just in case”. Such as warm clothing, a sleeping bag, candles, 
matches, water, snacks and a full tank of gas even though we 
did not plan to go far.
Yes the day could dawn bright and sunny with no moisture in 
the forecast but we just never know. WHAT IF?
I felt good about taking the extra few minutes to make sure that 
we were prepared, after all, there was no cell service in the 
areas that we were exploring. I  also let someone know where 
we were heading and if they didn’t hear back from us to send 
out the search and rescue. Maybe a little overkill, maybe not.
This started me thinking about the same thing but on the bike. 
We do tend to always make sure that we have most of these 
things on the bike when we head out for any ride. (candles and 
matches wont really help keep you warm on the bike)
We always carry our rain gear, water, snacks and usually some 
other clothing options but I do tend to get lazy on that one. How 
many of you can say that you are truly prepared when you head 
out on two wheels. I have heard the comments that you don’t 
have room for rain gear, or you will stop  for drinks and snacks 
along the  way. What if…there are no places to stop, what if you 
break down on a little travelled road, what if the weather takes a 
turn for the worse? Are you prepared? This follows the article 
about the first aid kit that you should always have with you as 
well, but again, those trunks and saddle bags are so full of non 
essential items that you can’t find the room and therefore they 
get left behind. 
Where are your priorities? This really is important stuff.
I challenge you all to empty your bikes and then put back only 
the essential stuff. If you still have room, then great, take that 
oversize designer purse with you. 

Chapter 

Rides
Local Loop October 4
The weather was a little iffy for this ride 
so it was planned to be a shorter day ride. 
About 2 ½ hours including a coffee break. 
We were 6 bikes and 7 people departing 
Friendly Mikes at 10:20
Thank you to Kevan for leading, Ian for 
riding tail and Doug for communication. 
Robyn did hand signals for the group. 
(What would they do without me. Lol)
This turned out to be quite the odiferous ride. I’m 
pretty sure that every farmer in the valley decided 
to spray their fields with liquid gold this morning. 
Thanks for that! 
We had planned a break at the Sasquatch Inn but 
we arrived to a parking lot crammed with Harleys. 
Must have been some sort of rally/ride. There 
were lots of different patches showing. 
We continued on to the Timmies at the 
Agassiz/Rosedale round about and then on to 
home. A couple of weeks back while Kevan and I 
were out exploring, we found a road that follows 
the Fraser River instead of the Hope Slough. It is 
a nice change of scenery (not that we ever get 
tired of any of the scenery around here) and 
something new to show some of our riders. 
The weather held and it was a very nice short ride. 
We got all of our men back to their ladies shortly 
after 1:00 to spend some quality time together.
Thank you Johan for sharing your jerky-like treats 
with us. Very yummy!

Robyn MacRae



Kevin’s Musings

Fellow wingers:

Firstly, I want to remind all BC-C members to be aware that our chapter has turned 

29 years young this past month.

So, we have been hearing a lot about motorcycle etiquette and traditions lately, in this column and others. I 

decided to bring you all a list of "Motorcycle Myths". There are a lot of urban legends and myths surrounding 

motorcycling, some of which some motorcyclist's fostered and some still believe.

I know I am preaching to the choir when it comes to safety, however some of these "myths" were and in some 

cases, are considered safe by some. When you hear them, you will immediately call "BS", however they started 

somewhere and there were believers. 

• Helmets do more harm than good – Studies and statistics prove this wrong of course.

• Helmets block your ability to see and hear danger – wearing a helmet actually does the opposite, no more 

words needed on this one.

• Loud pipes make riding safer - Motorcycle Cruiser Magazine stated that “Riders with loud pipes actually crash 

more frequently than those with stock pipes.” This statistic is backed up by physics: the exhaust pipes are on the 

back of a bike, and that’s where the noise is directed. Studies show that wearing bold or bright colors on your 

helmet, gear, and clothing is more effective.

• Using the front brakes will flip you over the handle bars - Riders don’t fly over the handlebars when the brakes 

are depressed. In fact, they have more control braking from the front than they do from the rear.

• I am safer on the street than on the freeway – the thought being that slower is safer. Controlled access roadways 

are safer regardless of speed as there are no pedestrians, fewer objects on the roadside and less traffic to pop 

out you from side streets.

• You can avoid police radar – Well that one is just plain dumb. The thought being that motorcycles are smaller 

than cars so you can weave in and around avoiding the radar signal…they professional baseball league routinely 

measure the speed of baseball pitches with same device, I rest my case.

• Racing tires will make your bike go faster on the road - Road tires were made for streets and highways for a 

reason and racing tires were made for the track for a reason. Don’t mix and mingle. You can't get track tires up to 

the correct temperatures on the street to function properly anyway.

We will stop at seven, however there are several more out there. Just something to contemplate the next time you 

stop somewhere on a ride and hear this stuff from others.

Until I see you all again, Be safe, Ride safe. 

Kevin Bramhoff - GWRRA Chapter BC-C

October 20 1991 was the 

inaugural meeting of       

Chapter BC-C

It was held at Geordie's Family 

Restaurant in Chilliwack

Anyone out there in Chapter C 

land know who the first Chapter 

Director was? Anyone know 

who the first treasurer was? 

Email me with the 

answers at 

director@gwrra-

nwc.com


