
Chapter 

Directors Message

April has gone as quickly as it came in. Lots of beautiful days for 

riding and I hope many of you got out to enjoy the sunshine.

With the approaching summer months, I decided it was time for 

another change. I made the mistake of sitting on a GL1800 and was 

quite surprised on how well it fit me. That’s right fellow wingers, I 

bought a Goldwing! Now to get out and practice.

Even with all the new restrictions in place, I am sure quite a few of 

us are still getting out to “go around the block”. We need your 

stories and pictures. One of the most trying things to do is trying to 

keep connected. With your stories and pictures, we can still feel like 

a group. Please send Robyn anything you have. We need everyone’s 

support to help fill our newsletters with great content.

Stay in touch, join our zoom calls and                                                            

keep safe. Many of us have had our first                                          

“jabs” and we will be seeing each 

other soon.

Karin Young

Chapter C Director 
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District Directors Message

Dear Fellow Wingers,

The weather has been marvelous, Karin and I actually got out for a couple of rides. I have seen a lot of bikes on the 

road and with May being Motorcycle Awareness month I want to remind you all to be as "Visible" as possible when out 

riding early in the season. Many motorists have not seen us for a while, and are not aware or used to us being out there 

among them.

Recently I was following a Facebook post on the GWRRA page, that was created by a Chapter Director asking the 

following:

Facebook post – "Curious: If you are Gen-X, shout out. I was born in '64 and depending on your sociologist, I'm either a 

Boomer or X. I'm a CD and looking to recruit Gen-X. Why did you buy a Wing (we own a Valkyrie)? What are you looking 

for in a Chapter?"

The question really revolves around recruitment. Most of you out there in "wing-land" know I have been harping 

about this subject for what seems like years…because it has been years. 

I was born in 1959...but who really cares. The point, enjoying what we like to do, "ride motorcycles". As long as you 

keep a chapter riding, keep a district riding as well as engage members about riding and events that keep everyone 

interested recruiting should be easy by word of mouth. 

In District NWC we welcome all motorcycles & motorcyclists as well as we do not brand bash or exclude anyone if they 

wish to join. All are welcome as we all have one common denominator...we ride motorcycles. The moment the focus 

leaves motorcycling and turns to politics or following rules or anything that detracts from riding then you / a chapter, 

are doomed. 

Our organization has many benefits that members do take advantage of, however they stay members because of the 

like-minded people they meet and the RIDING. Our district has 700 members (small compared to other districts in the 

USA and eastern Canada), it was growing until the Covid-19 issue came about...we will grow again once this pandemic 

clears up as we have a simple approach that attracts riders from all walks of life. 

To all of you Chapter Directors out there: Recruiting is the key, do not wait to do this. "No-one will step up"...As district 

Director I hear this all the time. The answer...well we have all had our time doing these jobs and many of us do not 

want to step up as we have done our time, so, chapters collapse as a result. It's your fault, my fault as well as the fault 

of the entire membership for not recruiting new members to fill the void. 



There are a number of programs in our organization to assist in getting new members, you just have to get 

out and do it! It's easy, talk to people! I do! I have personally recruited over 40 new members and just from 

striking up a conversation...If you do nothing, the result will be the same, nothing. No new members, no 

one left to help.

Your organization needs you to do this…you will be rewarded for doing this. The "get three for a year" 

program is still in place so if you recruit three new members you get your membership paid for a year! The 

people you sign up also get a little bonus as well with the addition of an extra 2 months signing bonus. It's a 

win for you, a win for the new member, and a win for GWRRA.

We have made it easy to join using our website or it can be the old-fashioned way. Either way we need 

your help. If your membership has expired, we need you to renew. If you ride with someone or have a 

neighbor that rides, talk to them about GWRRA. 

Now for some news

Our rally will not take place in 2021, however "This Year", we have some new and exciting riding to look 

forward to. Your district has been in the midst of planning for 2021 and we will be putting these events and 

rides on using the tools available to us if the Pandemic still exists amongst us. We are replacing the 2021 

Rally with a ride in the Cariboo…yes to 100 Mile House, notices will be circulating soon. You will have to 

make a new hotel reservation for this year. 

If you registered for the Wings in the Cariboo Rally over the last 2 years your registration has been moved 

forward into 2022. The Hotel room reservations have also been moved into 2022. I recommend you contact 

the host hotel if that is where you reserved and confirm your reservation was moved and you are still on 

the list. The Manager of the Days Inn in 100 Mile house is very helpful. If you wish to attend the 2022 rally 

our website is up and running and we are accepting registrations for 2022. https://wingsinthecariboo.com/

We have had a few changes to the District Team Roster. I want to thank Vernon Clark and Rino Genzale for 

their service to our group over the last 2 years…well done and thank you! We have a new District Educator, 

Mr. Brian Holmes, and our new Motorist Awareness Coordinator Mr. Kevan MacRae. Thank you, gentlemen, 

for stepping into your new roles and giving us your time.

Just one more thing to remind you all about…the Gypsy Run has been postponed so if you registered and 

made hotel reservations you must cancel them before June 2021. The notice is in this newsletter and the 

Hotel Contacts are on that notice. 

Thank you for being members of GWRRA; your membership and participation is what makes GWRRA the 

finest international riding association in North America.  

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.

Respectfully

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast" 



Birthdays                        Anniversaries

Events

May

9 Doug Janzen

16 Rino Gonzales

22 Irene Hoffler

27 John Fairweather

31 Steve Horin

Ken Curston

Carol Dickson

More Riding and Social Stuff

Retired Riders
Impromptu rides

Organized by 

Don Reitsma

d_m_reitsma_moon@shaw.ca

Ken’s Koffee
Come down & talk 

bikes or whatever

2nd Thursday 10 am

McDonalds on Luckakuck

May

9 Toby & Lorae Sandwell

Brian And Doreen

May

9      Mother’s Day

18 Zoom Call 7:00pm

22-24   Victoria Day Long Weekend 

50/50 was won by 

Nobody!



Oh, dear.  What can I say, I am so disappointed that 

nobody has a bike that is worth a photo, nobody has a 

ride story to share with the rest of our members. I know 

you have been out riding because of your facebook

posts. You can’t hide! I know who you are. Last Sunday I 

think most of the Lower mainland rode the canyon. The 

weather was perfect, the roads in good condition and a 

very safe Covid activity. But only one story-through guilt 

measures.

I have to admit that I am getting pretty frustrated with 

the lack of input for YOUR newsletter. Except for Janet, 

she always comes through for me. Thank you Janet, you 

are so appreciated. (Even if I have to nudge you). lol

I need input. Our bird is presently sitting on my shoulder 

giving me more input that our members. OK, maybe the 

bird has more output than input but he is definitely 

cheering me on at the moment. I am growing tired of 

stealing pictures off of the internet in order to fill the 

space on the front page. Don’t you want your bike on 

the front cover. I know it isn’t the Rolling Stones 

magazine but hey, it’s almost as good!? ;)

Or maybe we should just stop publishing this newsletter. 

It gets pretty stale without input. No offence to Kevin 

who supplies the most content for us.

I know that some of you have really pretty bikes, I’ve 

seen them. It is spring and I imagine that you have spent 

some of your covid hours over the winter cleaning and 

polishing the aforementioned bikes.  If you have any 

pride at all in your ride, please, please, please, send me 

some photos of the beauties. And stories, don’t forget 

the short blurbs about your rides.

Out of my desperation, I will give a $10 Dairy Queen Gift 

Card each month (1 winner per month, chosen by a 

random draw) to those that submit photos or articles or 

both. I have heard that bribery works. 

Send your stuff here: (Please)

Gwrrabcc.editor@gmail.com

Question?

Along with the riding season, we also have road 

construction season.  Something that we have 

noticed over time is that most of the flaggers will 

wave, smile, nod or somehow acknowledge us as 

bikers. We all know why bikers wave to each 

other but why do the flaggers wave to us? Is it 

because they would rather be riding than 

standing on the hot pavement holding a stop 

sign for hours on end? Or is it an “I feel bad for 

making you stop your ride and sit here in the hot 

sun in all that gear?

These are the things I think about while sitting in 

the cuddle seat of our wing. Do you know why? 

I’d love to hear your thoughts.



Member Rides

Sunday, April 18/21......Our first motorcycle ride of 
the season with Terry and Donna and it was such a 

beautiful day with temperatures reaching 26. We 
decided to ride the Fraser Canyon up and down. It 
has to be one of the most scenic highways in BC 

for motorcycles,. Offering a winding ride along the 
Fraser River (the water level is very low right now), 
and travelling through old tunnels and rocky cliff 

edges and mountain peaks some still covered with 
snow. We even met up with some fellow Chapter C 
members Doug and Brenda. Life is good!

Submitted by Janet Egan

Sunday, April 18/21......We also rode the 
canyon on the same day. We rode with Kevin 

and Karin and Steve and Debbie. Kevin wanted 
to keep the group small to comply with covid 
and all. We headed up the Canyon to Spences 

Bridge where we veered off onto Highway 8 
and had our picnic lunch in a little park all to 
ourselves in Merritt. We saw DJ and Jin zip 

past our lunch spot but they didn’t see us. As 
Janet mentioned, the temps were perfect 
although there were a couple of chilly spots at 
the top of the Coke, and in the shade of some 

mountains.

I am always taken by the beauty of our 
province and riding this route always changes 
with the seasons. Spring brings out the light 

green buds on the trees, almost glowing 
against the brown backdrop of the dry hills. I 
can see buildings through the trees before they 

leaf out, that I didn’t see before. It feels like a 
ride never goes by that I don’t see something I 
haven’t seen before. Sitting on the back gives 
me the advantage to look at things that my 

rider cannot. Watching the eagles catch a 
breeze that allows them to soar above the tree 
tops, scanning the hillsides for mountain sheep 

and deer and of course, looking for waterfalls!
I never tire of the canyon, it is undoubtably my 
favorite day ride.

Submitted by Robyn MacRae



So, as I was doing last month, I was musing about the ride 

season for 2021 and the plans we are making with a 

special emphasis on riding here in BC. 

Well now I am not…It's my page I will do as I want!

We will go back to the "Hidden Gem" thing next month, 

today I want humour! With all of the Regulations out there 

due to Covid-19 we need a laugh.

Enjoy fellow proud Canadians! 

This is a small item that appeared on the   

internet I believe, I am plagiarizing here and  

I do not know who wrote it up about Jeff  

Foxworthy, however… 

Forget Rednecks...

Here is what Jeff Foxworthy has to say about Canadians, 

during a recent appearance at Caesars in Windsor 

Ontario:

If someone in a Home Depot store offers you assistance and they don't work there,

You may live in Canada.

If you've worn shorts and a parka at the same time,

You may live in Canada.

If you've had a lengthy telephone conversation with someone who dialed a wrong number,

You may live in Canada.

If 'Vacation' means going anywhere south of Detroit for the weekend,

You may live in Canada.

If you measure distance in hours,

You may live in Canada.

If you know several people who have hit a deer more                                                                

than once,

You may live in Canada.

If you have switched from 'heat' to 'A/C' In the same                                                                    

day and back again,

You may live in Canada.

If you can drive 90 km/hr. through 2 feet of snow                                                during a raging 

blizzard without flinching,

You may live in Canada.

Kevin’s Musings



If you install security lights on your house and garage, but leave both unlocked,

You may live in Canada.

If you carry jumper cables in your car and your wife knows how to use them,

You may live in Canada.

If you design your kid's Halloween costume to fit over a snowsuit,

You may live in Canada.

If the speed limit on the highway is 80 km -- You're going 95 and everybody is passing you,

You may live in Canada.

If driving is better in the winter because the potholes are filled with snow,

You may live in Canada.

If you know all 4 seasons: Almost winter, winter, still winter, and road construction,

You may live in Canada.

If you have more miles on your snow blower than your car,

You may live in Canada.

If you find -2 degrees 'a little chilly',

You may live in Canada.

If you actually understand these jokes, and forward them to all your friends,

you definitely are Canadian and proud to be.




