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This has been an interesting year. We have had Covid-19, Flooding, Fires, 

the sooner we leave this behind the better. Of course, Kevin Bramhoff, my 

partner aka Mr. Negative says "it ain't over…there is still more to come"! 

My take on it is that events like these come in "Threes" so I say we have no 

where to go but up! There will be no locusts! 

There have been a few changes of late both at the chapter level and the 

district level. You all know by now Kevin Bramhoff Stepped down from his 

positions as District Director and Directors Assistant for Canada. It is our 

gain as he is teaming up with Rick MacLeod to be one of our new Ride 

Advisors. More information about that is contained within the newsletter.

Our mitten tree project is going forward for the children of Central 

Elementary and we are grateful for the donations of cash, mittens, gloves, 

hats, some hand made and some purchased. Thank you to all for time and 

efforts to get us these items. 

Our Christmas Gathering / party will be on our last gathering in 2021, 

Tuesday Dec 21st. I am asking those who will attend to bring an appetizer 

or dessert to share with everyone. Also, in the giving spirit, the $5 per 

person fee will be waived for that day. The gathering is at the Chilliwack 

Flying Club on Airport road in Chilliwack BC. Tacky Ugly Christmas sweaters 

will be welcome!

I know we are all looking forward to the 2022                                              

riding season and we will have some great                                                  

riding to look forward to. There will be a lot                                            

happening…I promise. One other note, please                                                

check and renew your membership if it has                                            

expired. GWRRA has a renewal promotion and                                                 

it may work for you to take advantage of it.                                                              

We need you more now than ever and your                                                     

chapter team is working hard to meet your                                            

expectations.

I would like to take a moment to wish you, my GWRRA family a Merry 

Christmas and prosperous, safe New Year See you all December 21st!



Fellow wingers:

All of us are aware of the flood devastation in British Columbia and the hard-hit areas in the Fraser Valley, 
Merritt and Princeton BC. Our thoughts go out to those that are suffering through this catastrophic time 
and high praise to the volunteers that are working hard to bring relief to all those affected. We should all 
help out if, where, when and anyway we can.

The face of riding in B.C. will definitely change with highways severely damaged, we will have to adapt 
and change. With winter conditions approaching quickly most of us have put our bikes into hibernation 
until spring. We will have to wait it out and see what roads will be open to us, then adapt and change as 
we move forward in the coming months. 

I know planning is still going ahead for events and courses and they, the district team, will "adjust" as 
required to ensure the safety of members and maintain the expectations of all members throughout the 
district. 

In my letter to you all announcing my stepping down from the position of District Director I noted that it 
would be my "last official address to you", however during this time of strife and with the season of 
"goodwill" rapidly approaching, I wanted to reach out to you all one more time. 

During this season, we take time to reflect upon the good things we have… my thoughts turn gratefully to 
those who have made our last four years a success. It is in this spirit that I say thank you and best wishes 
to all our volunteers for the holidays and New Year.

My personal wish to you my GWRRA family, sincere best wishes for the Christmas season and a healthy, 
prosperous new year. May you all be able to spend some meaningful time with friends and family either 
physically or virtually, and I hope to see you all on the roads very soon.

Until I see you all again, 

Be safe – Ride safe. 

Kevin Bramhoff

District Director – District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast" 

District Directors Message



Birthdays                        Anniversaries

Events

December

4 Ken Funk

10 Christiane Coopman

18 Gord Milne

22 Brenda Bowers   

Kim MacLeod

Decmber

Sheldon & Carol

December 

21    Chapter C Gathering-Chilliwack Flying Club

Please bring an appy or dessert

25 Merry Christmas

26    Boxing Day

On The Cover!
This month we feature 

Santa Claus on his 

Christmas Red Goldwing

Kens Koffee

Korner is 

Back!
Kens Koffee is 
scheduled for the 

1st Thursday of every 

month. 

Location :

Smoking Gun Coffee 

46168 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC,
Canada V2P 2P1.

Time:
10:00 AM



From the desk of the 

Chapter Director

Announcements

There have been a couple of changes in our chapter in the last few weeks. Our ride 

committee chairs Kim and John Bientjes will be stepping down from their roles. They 
have spent countless hours of effort putting rides together for our chapter over the last 
2 years which we all grateful for.

Please join me sending a heartfelt thankyou to them for all of their hard work. Kim is not 
going away, she will be staying on in her role as treasurer of our chapter and of course 
both Kim & Jon will remain members.

The other change is we will have new "Ride Advisors" for our chapter for 2022. Rick 
MacLeod & Kevin Bramhoff are the new ride advisors for the chapter. They will have 
"significant challenges" this year with the BC roads in the condition they are 

presently…hopefully those issues are resolved before riding season. 

It has been a challenging year with Covid-19, fires, flooding. We are all looking forward 

to 2022 as well as what these two are planning.

What is the plan guys?

Karin Young – Chapter Director – Chapter BC-C, Chilliwack British

Kevin Bramhoff Rick MacLeod



April Shake off the "Rust" Parish rides Saturdays Wednesdays 

Starting April 16th

May Rome Your Home Every Saturday & Wednesday

June Special Places Every Saturday & Wednesday

July Toward the Horizon Every Saturday & Wednesday

August Take it to Your Limit Every Saturday & Wednesday

September Okanagan Inclination Every Saturday & Wednesday

October Autumnal Colours Every Saturday & Wednesday

November Let's Wait and See Day by day

BC-C Rides

Theme Ride months

Sunday breakfast day rides every 2 weeks will remain in place. May – September will contain a few 

Weekend or multi day rides, excluding NWC Rally dates and selected "Recognized Holidays"

Each month a series of rides will be created to take advantage of the vast number of great riding roads and 

opportunities to sight see, go where we may have not gone before and focus on our province. The rides are 

also created with the thought of "riding progress". As each month goes by and we get better "Acquainted" 

with our motorcycles and riding after our winter hibernation the rides will progressively get longer (of 

course as the weather changes improve as well) and a little more technical.

As rides are for everyone, all the rides will have what we call "Jump Points". These jump points will be 

designed into the ride so if you have had enough your way home is made easy and still scenic. All rides will 

have comfort stops and lunch / picnic stops. Some rides will have a restaurant stop or it will be designed as a 

picnic. All the above will be optional of course.

Ride as fast or as slow as you wish…we will know the destination and the route and it will be reviewed at the 

start of every ride. The rides will be scheduled with timing allotted and communications available so we lose 

no one and we know if a rider decides to leave / move along further or just changes it up for themselves, the 

road captain will not have to panic. 

Some rides will have a weekend or multi day focus and some will be day rides. The notion being that we 

want to create as many riding opportunities as we can when the opportunity presents. The schedule will be 

available in January and our fearless leader (and "She Who Must be Obeyed") has mandated Saturdays and 

Wednesdays as official BC-C ride days, however to be flexible we will of course have our traditional "Sunday 

Breakfast" rides and a smattering of riding on other days…just because. We look forward to 2022 and riding 

with you all

Kevin Bramhoff, Rick MacLeod,

Ride Advisors, GWRRA Chapter BC-C

From the desk of the Ride Advisors



BC History

This is a column we intend to run throughout the next year. There will be a historic photo about a 

place in BC accompanying the narrative. We would like it if you would reply to the editor & the 

writer, (the links will be attached so you can reply) about any memories you have about the subject 

photo. These reply's will be used in the next newsletter along with the next new subject and photo. 

Your participation will be greatly appreciated by the writer, which is me!

This is a post card from back in the

day. In 1951 the was the most

recognized sign on Hwy 3 through

Manning Park.

"A small sign on the upright read

“Ye Olde Manning Park Gallows”,

and below the cigarette was a

much larger sign with a stark

message: THE ONE WHO

DROPPED IT SHOULD ALSO BE

HANGED. (The wording originally

used the word “guy”, which was

later replaced with “one” so that it

was not gender specific)".

Obviously, it was not subtle and surprisingly, it was a marketing ploy of the era to stop people from 

throwing lit cigarettes' out the car window. The actual fire was caused by an unattended camp fire in 

August 1946, caused either by campers or copper miners, and had burned out of control for more 

than three weeks. It scorched 6000 acres of forest and became know as the big burn. Not only was this 

signage on post cards it was in magazines and travel brochures North America wide. It was an early 

attempt at public education about the dangers of forest fires. The theory as to signs demise was a 

growing opposition to Capital Punishment at the time. The last execution (by hanging) in Canada was 

in December 1962, and starting with the election of the Liberals under Lester B. Pearson in April 1963 

the Federal government 

commuted all death 

sentences as a matter of 

policy. The death penalty was 

officially abolished in 1976. 

The sign remained a fixture at 

the western edge of Manning 

Park until 1963. At that time 

the area was cleared and re-

seeded. As the seedlings 

were beginning to mature 

and grow and the demise of 

the sign was imminent thus 

the Manning Park Gallows 

had served its purpose. 



There was a sign placed in the park in 1950, the original sign, was…brusque! A little less marketing 

and a lot more "Say It as It Is".

Two Parks Division employees — Chester “Ches” Lyons and Mickey Trew erected the original sign 

feeling that some explanation and warning to the public was required as this area of the park 

looked horribly desolate. Established in 1941 E.C. Manning Provincial Park was originally touted as a 

“holiday land without peer” whose gateway was “a mere jaunt by auto or train from Vancouver”. 

There was an issue, the road through the park linking Hope & Princeton was not completed until 

1949.

The Dept. of Public Works objected to the original sign (1950 version) on two grounds: they had not 

given permission for it to be put up on their highway right-of-way, and (according to Lyons) they felt 

that the word “hell” was too strong to be displayed publicly. Thus, the sign and attraction that had 

cameras clicking non-stop that I am sure many remember was born. 

Please send your memories of this sign to kbramhoff1@shaw.ca and to Robyn at  

gwrrabcc.editor@gmail.com

There you have fellow wingers…until next issue

Kevin Bramhoff





Kevin’s Musings
In the blink of an eye!

The article below was sent to me by a friend of mine that lives in Sacramento 

California. It is probably old news and many of you may have seen this, however it 

got me to thinking / musing about the future of our chosen motorsport, as well as 

the very near future of the oil and gas industry in this country. To be frank the 

information below could be considered, in some cases, predictions and although 

30 years ago we would have not thought of using I-Pads, flip phones (Star Trek 

items…remember) or even seeing electric vehicles, it gives pause to reflect on how 

far technology has come and the rapid pace that it happens. Most of electricity 

here in this province is generated using "Hydro-electric" generation, however in 

many places in North America and around the planet fossil fuels like oil and coal 

are still used for this purpose. An article from Forbes Magazine May 5 2021 

outlines further the direction Auto Makers are taking in a changing world and 

economy, link attached for those interested -

https://www.forbes.com/sites/sap/2021/05/05/the-future-of-automotive-and-

mobility/?sh=73e0db0659d5 Have a read and let me know your thoughts…that is 

if any of you out there in Chapter BC-C actually read this stuff.

An interesting story about the automobile's future and its impact. Just like the car over the horse & buggy, it'll 

highly likely happen, despite the argument that the current oil-based grids can't support it!! 

In the not-too-distant future……In fact, all auto manufactures are stopping efforts regarding gas engines. 

Whatever gas engines are available today, they will not change going forward. All design and development 

efforts and investments are going into electric-powered vehicles. Like it or not this is the future.

1 — Auto repair shops will slowly disappear. 

2 — A gas/diesel engine has 20,000 individual parts. An electrical motor has 20. Electric cars are sold with 

lifetime guarantees and are repaired only by dealers. It takes only 10 minutes to remove and replace an electric 

motor. 

3 — Faulty electric motors are NOT repaired in the dealership but are sent to a regional repair shop that repairs 

them with ROBOTS. 

4 — Your electric motor malfunction light goes on, so you drive up to what looks like a car wash and your car is 

towed through while you have a cup of coffee. Then your car comes out on the other side with a new electric 

motor or component. 

5 — Gas stations will go away!

6 — Street corners will have meters that dispense electricity. Companies will install electrical recharging 

stations. In fact, they've already started in developed countries.  

7 — Smart major auto manufacturers have already designated money to start building new plants that build 

ONLY electric cars. 

8 — The coal industry will go away. Gasoline/oil companies will go away. Drilling for oil will stop. So, say 

goodbye to OPEC. The Middle East is in trouble! 

9 — Homes will produce and store more electrical energy during the day than they use. It will be sold back to 

the grid. The grid will store and dispense it to industries that are high electricity users. Has anybody seen the 

Tesla roof? 



10 — A baby of today will only see "personal cars" in museums. The FUTURE is approaching faster than 

most of us can handle. 

11 — In 1998 Kodak had 170,000 employees and sold 85% of all photo paper worldwide. Within just a few 

years, their business model disappeared, and they went bankrupt. Who would have thought of that ever 

happening? 

12 — What happened to Kodak and Polaroid will happen in a lot of industries in the next 5–10 years and 

most people don't even see it coming. 

13 — Did you think in 1998 that 3 years later, you would never take pictures on film again? With today's 

smartphones, who has a camera these days? 

14 — Yet digital cameras were invented in 1975. The first ones only had 10,000 pixels but followed Moore's 

law. As with exponential technologies, it was a disappointment in the beginning before it became superior 

and mainstream in only a few short years. 

15 — It will now happen again (but much faster) with artificial intelligence, health, autonomous and 

electric cars, education, 3D printing, agriculture, and jobs. 

16 — Forget the book "Future Shock." Welcome to the 4th industrial revolution. 

17 — Software has disrupted and will continue to disrupt most traditional industries in the next 5 to 10 

years. 

18 — UBER is just a software tool (they don't own any cars) and is now the biggest taxi company in the 

world. Ask a taxi driver if they saw that coming! 

19 — AIR-BnB is now the biggest hotel company in the world but they don't own any properties. Ask Hilton 

Hotels or Marriott if they saw that coming! 

20 — Artificial intelligence (AI): computers become exponentially better in understanding the world. This 

year a computer beat the best Go-player in the world (10 years earlier than expected). 

21 — In the USA, young lawyers already don't get jobs (because of IBM's WATSON). You can get legal 

advice within a few seconds for the basic stuff with 90% accuracy compared with 70% accuracy when done 

by humans. So, if you're studying law, STOP IMMEDIATELY! There will be 90% fewer lawyers in the future. 

What a thought! Only omniscient specialists will remain. This will clearly benefit everyone overall! 

22 — WATSON already helps nurses diagnose cancer. It's 4 times more accurate and many times faster than 

human nurses. 

23 — Facebook now has 'face recognition' software that can recognize faces better than humans. In 2030 

computers will become more intelligent than humans! 

24 — Autonomous cars: In 2018 the first self-driving cars were already here. In the next few years, the entire 

auto industry will be disrupted. You won't want to own a car anymore since you will call for a car with your 

phone and it will show up at your location and drive you to your destination. 

25 — You will not need to park it. You will pay only for the driven distance, and you can be productive while 

driving. Young children of today will never get a driver's license and they will never own a car. 

26 — This will change our cities because we will need 90% fewer cars. We can transform former parking 

spaces into green city parks. 

27 — About 1.2 million people die each year in car accidents worldwide, including distracted or drunk 

drivers. Currently, there is one accident per every 60,000 miles driven. However, with autonomous driving 

that will drop to 1 accident in about 6 million miles. That will save million-plus lives each year! 

28 — Most traditional car companies will doubtless become bankrupt. They will try the evolutionary 

approach and build a better car while tech companies (Tesla, Apple, Google) will take a revolutionary 

approach and build a computer on wheels. 



29 — Look at what Volvo is doing right now... no more internal combustion engines in their vehicles 

starting last year with the 2020 models. They are using all-electric or hybrids only with the intent of 

phasing out hybrid models in the not-too-distant future 

30 — Many engineers from Volkswagen and Audi are completely terrified of Tesla. Look at all the 

companies now offering all-electric vehicles. That was unheard of only a few years ago. 

31 — Insurance companies will have massive trouble too because, without accidents, the cost of 

insurance will become cheaper. Their car insurance business model will disappear. 

32 — Real estate will change, because if you can work while you commute or work from your home, 

people will abandon their towers to move far away to more beautiful and affordable properties. 

33 — Electric cars will become mainstream by 2030. Cities will be less noisy because all new cars will run 

ONLY on electricity. 

34 — Cities will have much cleaner air. 

35 — Electricity will become incredibly cheap and clean and eventually, free! 

36 — Solar production has been on an exponential curve for 30 years, but you can now see the 

burgeoning impact and it's just starting to get ramped up. 

37 — Fossil energy companies are desperately trying to limit access to the grid to prevent competition 

from home solar installations, but that simply cannot continue. Technology will take care of that strategy in 

the not-too-distant future. 

(More Star Trek Stuff mentioned below)

38 — Health: The Tricorder X price will be announced this year. There are companies that will build a 

medical device called the "Tricorder" that works with your phone and takes your retina scan, a sample of 

your blood, then you breathe into it. It then analyzes 54 biomarkers that will identify any disease. There 

are dozens of phone apps out there right now for health. 

WELCOME TO TOMORROW fellow wingers. Until I see you all again, Be safe, Ride safe, Kevin Bramhoff -

GWRRA Chapter BC-C



Robyn’s Ramblings
It’s been a while since I have written an article. 

It’s really hard when you haven’t much to write 

about. No riding to speak of. Can’t go anywhere, 

shopping has become a high risk adventure and 

going for a walk means donning all my scuba 

gear. What’s a girl to do? I don’t want to watch 

the news and anyone that knows us well, also 

know that we just DON’T watch the news, ever. 

It’s all bad.  I need to find an escape.

So as I tend to yet another back attack, loafing 

on the sofa with ice packs and heating pad close 

by, I am watching back to back Hallmark 

Christmas movies. If that doesn’t put the warm 

fuzzies into your soul, then nothing will. For me, 

this escape helps me to cope with all the 

craziness outside my door. Unfortunately, these 

movies make my eyes leak. I chuckled last night 

as Kevan was cleaning up the dinner dishes, I was 

in position on the sofa watching another sappy 

one when Kevan walked up and handed me a 

tissue. What a guy! He knows how painful it is for 

me to make any movement at the moment.

Needless to say, the newsletter is late this month

due to this ongoing beastly ailment.

For a few days there, it hurt even to have the 

laptop on my lap and try to type. I can do this 

now for an hour or so at a time, hence, the late 

newsletter. There will be no news for January at

all as this editor likes to take a break once a year. 

I see that we didn’t have anyone submit “Their 

First Bike” story this month. Folks, you have 1 

month to work on your story for February. I am 

looking forward to reading them. 

I want to say a HUGE Thank You to Kevin 

Bramhoff for taking on the duties of our District 

Director for the last few years. This is not an easy 

task and Kevin did an outstanding job. He has 

gone above and beyond to make our District one 

to be very proud of. Thank You Kevin.

I am so looking forward to 2022 and the changes 

it will bring. I mean, things really can’t get much 

worse can they, so it’s all got to be downhill from 

here…right. There will be change, it’s inevitable 

and with any luck at all, it will be positive change. 

So here is to another year down the drain and 

another one yet to unravel. It has been so good 

to see brief glimpses of some of you this year and 

I want to see way more next year. And hugs. I 

want more hugs.

My babbling is over.

I wish all of my Goldwing Family, a Very Merry

Christmas and a Very Happy New Year!

Your Editor,   Robyn MacRae





The Vancouver Motorcycle show has been cancelled for 2022

Wishing all of my fellow Wingers, a Very Merry 

Christmas and a wheely great New Year!

Your Editor-

Robyn MacRae


