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I don’t know about the rest of you but I am excited about our 2022 year. 

We have faced many challenges and this year will be no different. I believe 

if we keep a positive attitude we will all enjoy what we have planned for 

2022.

This year has also brought a few new changes for our Chapter. For those 

who don’t know yet, Kevin Bramhoff and Rick MacLeod are our new Ride 

Advisors. They have been working hard organizing a year long ride 

schedule. The District has a 6 day ride planned for Dawson Creek at the 

end of June as well as the Rally in July possibly still going to be allowed.

Our newsletter editor, Robyn, has a new recruit as well. Kevin Bramhoff

has stepped up to assist Robyn with articles and stories to keep us all 

entertained. Yes, I had to keep Kevin busy since he has stepped down as 

District Director. If you have odd jobs I will also volunteer him for those lol.

Our monthly gatherings will be held by Zoom                                                   

for the next month or more and as soon as                                                         

we get the ok, we will resume the                                                        

gatherings at the Chilliwack Flight Club.                                                     

Sunday breakfasts have been moved to the                                                  

Chilliwack Elements Casino as the Yellow Barn                                                  

has not reopened.

I am sure looking forward to the first kick                                                     

stands up call.  Take care for now and we                                                       

will see you at breakfast or on our zoom calls.

Karin
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This Month’s Cover 

Photo is Gerry Crapo & 

Carol Hamilton on their 

1800 2002 Goldwing

Gerry is an "Avid Flyer" and has been doing so for 54 

years. Yes, as a pilot in an aircraft, (not just his 

motorcycle), as a member of the Abbotsford flying club. 

His first bike was a "Homebuilt" machine using wood, 

carriage bolts and a Briggs & Stratton engine from plans 

found in Popular Mechanics when he was 15 years old in 

1965. He had to build his own because his mom would 

not let him purchase one at the time. 

His first "Motorcycle" was a Honda Super 90 he acquired 

in 1966…he then graduated to a BSA 650 Thunderbolt 

and later another BSA 650 Lightning, then on to a 1978 

Goldwing. He would be sold on wings ever since. 

Carol is a city councilor for the city Mission BC. Councilor 

Carol Hamilton is serving her second term on Council, 

having previously served from 2014-18. An engaged 

Mission resident for over 45 years, Carol is committed to 

the community and has worked on many initiatives to 

support Mission and its residents. Carol has been riding 

pillion (co-rider) with Gerry for the last 5 years. They 

also are both avid boaters and ride the motorcycle 

"down to the boat" in the summers, Gerry says "it's like 

being in Disney World all summer".

A member of GWRRA since 2013 he and Carol have 

been enjoying meeting new people and riding with 

other like-minded motorcyclists. Gerry and Carol have 

enjoyed attending the Victoria Days Rally as well as 

several rides with the chapter. They are looking forward 

to riding in 2022 and attending the District Rally as well 

as Victoria days.

My first GW in 82, with customized paint

By Terry Everett

Rode for many years and pulled a tent trailer camping 

all around Washington, Montana and Wyoming. Living 

in Trail BC at the time gave us an unlimited number of 

roads to ride.

Now I have found a beautiful 82 

Which I have restored bringing it back to its former 

glory.  What else do you do during Covid and snow on 

the ground and limited travel. It is sad to see so many 

of this old classic M/C being scrapped or parted out. I 

Do have some parts left from parting out an 83 

Aspencade as it was not worth rebuilding

If anyone is interested for their project, I can send you 

a list and picture.

I have enjoyed riding with the GWRRA - NWC over 

the past years, especially when you all came to do 

the Kootenay loop rides, meeting some great 

people. Last year's ride with Tony Brooks group 

ride to Revelstoke was great even having the fires 

and some rain and limited riders dues to Covid. 

Perhaps we will be able to all attend "Wings in the 

Cariboo" again in the future. We live in such a great 

area to ride a motorcycle.



Friday-Ride Day
By Norris Greentree

On January 14 a strange bright object in the sky 
emerged and it revealed how dry the main roads 

were looking. The temperature reached 9 
degrees and I thought to myself: self today might 
be a riding day!! The first challenge was 

removing the large ice speed bump on the road 
at the end of my driveway preventing any 
motorcycle escape. With motivated 

determination: I hacked away at the thick 
compacted ice. Living in the shadow of Mount 
Cheam comes with spectacular views but also a 
bit more winter weather than other areas. After 

about an hour: my escape route was now clear. 
With great anticipation I uncovered my white 
2020 Goldwing tour named Serenity. She was 

striking her pose on her center stand and the 
sun gleaming off her pearl white paint. I had 
never envisioned myself as a Goldwing owner. 

In April 2021, I was at Bigtop Powersports in 
Chilliwack checking up on a half helmet I had 
ordered. While was leaving this beautiful 
motorcycle grabbed my attention. I couldn’t help 

myself – it was love at first sight. As I’m sitting on 
her I kept thinking this is a Goldwing?!? I had 
never planned on parting ways with my ST 1300 

because it was such a great motorcycle. Less 
then 24 hour later I was the owner of a new 
2020 Goldwing tour. I can’t say I’ve ever bought 

a motorcycle impulsively but here we are with 
my first brand new bike. I suspect whoever 
designed the 2018 plus generation was a huge 
fan of the ST1300 because essentially my 

Goldwing is an evolved ST1300. That is topic for 
another day. Anyway back to my story. 

I uncovered Serenity and she immediately fired 
up even faster than normal (which is normally 
fast). She had clearly sat too long and was ready 

to stretch her long 1800 cc legs. With great 
excitement, I raced into the house and geared 
up. I don my new Christmas helmet – an LS 2 
Valiant. The new helmet smell adds to my 

excitement for the ride. With all my cold weather 
gear on, I hop on Serenity, rock her off the 
center stand and coast to the bottom of my small 

inclined driveway. I do a quick check to ensure 
she is ready to roll, I select an appropriate 
SiriusXM station and off we go. I already knew 

my residential street would be the worse part of 
the ride. Most of the compact snow and ice was 
gone but there were still a few patches I needed 
to navigate around. 

Once at the clear main road, I swiftly accelerated 
changing thru 5 of her 6 gears. At this point I had to 

remind myself that I can’t let Serenity have her way 
and go at her normal pace – It is January after all 
and she doesn’t have winter tires. Once we were 

on our way down Old Yale I started to realize how 
nice the new helmet was compared to my old 
helmet. My previous Shark modular helmet was 

high quality at the time but had seen a lot of KMs 
on my previous Honda ST 1300. The LS 2 Valiant 
modular is 1.5 lbs lighter so my neck really felt the 
difference right away. As it was the helmet’s first 

outing my cheeks were getting a little squeezed but 
nothing too uncomfortable. I pushed down the 
internal sun visor and enjoyed my ride towards 

Chilliwack. The roads were pretty good considering 
the crazy weather the area just experienced but I 
had no intention of venturing off any main roads 

today. As I cruised downtown, I caught the 
occasional look. I want to believe it was because 
Serenity is so beautiful and not because they are 
wondering who the moron is riding in January. My 

significant other and riding partner replied with 
“WTF?!?” when I messaged her to say I was going 
riding. I suspect people’s stares were of similar 

thoughts. I pull off to snap a few pics of Serenity in 
the sunshine near Save On Foods and decide to 
do a bit of highway riding to # 3 road exit. The 

highway had a few wet spots so I slowed down so I 
didn’t get sprayed. I had installed some upper air 
deflectors so this was the first ride with them. 
Although I thought they were overpriced, they did a 

great job deflecting the 9 degree air away from me 
in conjunction with the lower air deflectors. On a 
long dry straight stretch I caved into Serenity’s 

demands and let her flex her 98 horse power for a 
minute. As much as I loved the ride, I knew today 
would be a short day of riding smiles. It was time to 

go home. Hopefully it will only be a short sleep 
under her cover and another play day is just 
around the corner. 



Birthdays                        Anniversaries

Events

January February

2 Kevin Bramhoff 4 Kevan MacRae

15 Mark Geddes                                    4     Debbie Horin

27 Murry Murdoch                               14    Linda Geddes

29     Don Crassweller

January                        February

14 Don & Penny                               Mike & June

29 Terry & Donna

February 

5 Breakfast at the Well 10:00 am

14 Happy Valentines Day

15 Chapter C Zoom Call

19 Breakfast at the Well 10:00

On The Cover!
This month we feature 

Santa Claus on his 

Christmas Red Goldwing

Kens 

Koffee

Korner is 

Back!
Kens Koffee is 
scheduled for the 

1st Thursday of 

every month. 

Location :

The Newly Renovated McDonalds 

on Luckakuck

Time:

10:00 AM



Fellow wingers:

Just a note to let you all know the ride & event schedule is almost ready. It is quite a challenge to construct and it 

is a work in progress. We should be able to release it to all of you by the end of February 2022 and it will also 

appear in the March newsletter so you can make plans for the 2022 riding season.

There will be surveys for some of the more specific multi day rides sent to all asking for your participation and level 

of interest. The responses will determine if a ride will move forward or be cancelled. 

Stay tuned…

Until we see you all again – Be safe Ride safe

Kevin Bramhoff – Rick MacLeod

GWRRA BC-C Ride Advisors  

From the Desk of the 

Ride Advisors

Contact Karin Young your Amsoil 

dealer in the lower mainland. Special 

pricing for GWRRA members.

604 798 3165    Dealer #30390138  

Chapter G (Kamloops) is 

sorry to announce once 

again that the Victoria 

Days rally will not take 

place this year…Kirk & 

Kathy look forward to 

seeing everyone in 2023



BC History 

This is a column we intend to run throughout the year. There will be a historic photo about a place in BC 

accompanying the narrative. We would like it if you would reply to the editor & the writer, (the links will 

be attached so you can reply) about any memories you have about the subject photo. These reply's will 

be used in the next newsletter along with the next new subject and photo. Your participation will be 

greatly appreciated by the writer, which is me!

Since publishing 

the first 

installment…I have 

heard nada! Come 

on fellow wingers 

this is supposed to 

be interactive. Is 

anyone out there 

reading any of 

this? (for the critics 

out there – Nada -

pronoun 

INFORMAL•NORTH 

AMERICAN –

meaning nothing). 

Check the 

December 

newsletter.

Alexandra Lodge

We ride by this site all the time when we run through the Fraser Canyon. It has a rich history and we 

intend to visit on a chapter ride in the near future. (I have been in touch with the new owners). This an 

old postcard from the 1920's. 

Once a favorite stop for truckers to get hot meals when trucking through the Fraser Canyon and across 

Canada it became a second-hand store for collectibles. A small business that went under with the 

Coquihalla highway creation.

Alexandra Lodge is valued for its historic location, as a surviving reminder of the changing face of travel 

and tourism in British Columbia in the last century, and for its relationship to nearby Alexandra Bridge.

The location of Alexandra Lodge, above the banks of the Fraser River, is an essential part of its heritage 

value. Historic research suggests that this site has been the location of a roadhouse or lodge since 1858, 

predating the opening of the adjacent Cariboo Wagon Road by four years. The current lodge is the third 

building to stand in this area, illustrating the ongoing need to cater to travelers passing through here 

for over one hundred years. It is a significant example of how the nineteenth-century roadhouse evolved 

to meet the automobile age of the twentieth century.

The fact that the documented 1926-27 design of Alexandra Lodge corresponds with the redevelopment 



and reopening of the Cariboo Wagon Road to vehicle traffic in the same year is a valuable part 

of its heritage. Together with the nearby Alexandra Bridge - which was an instrumental and 

monumental part of motor travel through the Fraser Canyon from 1926 until the early 1960s, 

when the road was diverted - Alexandra Lodge is an important illustration of the economic 

development of British Columbia to meet the needs of the modern traveler in the 1920s.

Alexandra Lodge also has an interesting historic connection with The Cariboo Hotels Ltd., which 

constructed a number of hotels along the historic route of the Cariboo Wagon Road in the 1920s. 

That Alexandra Lodge survives as a part of this early franchise endeavor in British Columbia 

makes it a valued part of the history of tourism in the province.

Source: BC Heritage Branch files

Alexandra lodge is just a 

few kilometers north of 

the new Alexandra 

Bridge and Alexandra 

Bridge park on the way 

to Hells Gate.

Recently purchased by Ken and Shirley MacKinnon

They are very busy renovating and restoring the old lodge to its former glory

They have a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/TheHistoricAlexandraLodge and are 

setting up a Web Site – they are showing progress on the restoration project and have been 

sending out information and photos about their current status and the physical history they are 

discovering.



A message from us,

We are amazed by what we are learning about The Historic Alexandra Lodge. The Alexandra 

Lodge has more History than anyone could imagine. The Alexandra Lodge has its historical 

roots with local First Nations, the Hudson Bay Company and the Brigade trail, the Cariboo 

Wagon Road, the Cariboo Highway, the Trans-Canada Highway, the Fraser River, the Fraser 

Canyon Goldrush and Chapman's bar. The old History is varied and impressive. We have many 

items and stories of Historic significance which we will be sharing. 

What is capturing our hearts today is the shared experience, love, and memories of those who 

stayed at the Alexandra Lodge, stopped in, ate cinnamons buns or simply drove past. We 

would like to learn more about and share what we have learned and will learn. 

We plan to document The Historic Alexandra Lodge's wide and varied History. 

We would like to learn more about her History. 

Please send us your stories and photos, and we will start sharing historical details, photos, and 

stories. You will be amazed at how the Alexandra Lodge has touched people in our Beautiful 

British Columbia but also travelers from around the world.

We met a great local BC Historian, and he said History is free. We agree it belongs to us all. 

We want you to know that Ken and I feel that we were destined to be the people to be here 

now to save and preserve "The Historic Alexandra Lodge". 

We will take care of her and her History. We love her and her History.

Hugs to you all,

Thank you for all your support,

We look forward to our future in our old girl and with you all,

Yours Truly,

Ken and Shirley MacKinnon

Living the Dream 

Here is an article in the Hope Standard - https://www.hopestandard.com/news/new-owners-get-

to-work-refurbishing-historic-alexandra-

lodge/?fbclid=IwAR32814oxNCapCvIVlqrc0A2aFUdMZRlCU6IST0rj1TcBhA4tJ-vvLCu_A8 Worth a 

read.

Please send your memories of this site along Hwy 1 to kbramhoff1@shaw.ca and to Robyn at  

gwrrabcc.editor@gmail.com

There you have it fellow wingers…until next issue

Kevin Bramhoff



Kevin’s Musings
Fellow wingers I actually received two responses to my last article "In the Blink of 

an Eye" from the December Newsletter! Thank-you Norm & Rick…I appreciate it! 

From Norm Estey:

Of course, we read your newsletter articles ... always thought provoking, often 

amusing, occasionally a groaner.

"Be the Disruptor or be Disrupted" ... sounds like my younger brother's mantra at ... 

family dinners, trips to the beach, summer vacations, etc

As I approach my 70s, I'm thinking often about my Grandfather. My mother's father 

came to live at our house for the last decade of his life ... 3 generations under the 

same roof, a gift to each, but only recognized after a period of adjustment.

I reflect now on his contentment with the era he lived in and an understanding that 

he didn't envy our lives in modern world.

I find myself thinking the same thoughts ... so appreciative of the world I grew up in ... but a little sad that my 

grandchildren won't share the same freedoms we enjoyed.

Despite one valiant (but disastrous) attempt to learn to drive a car in the late 1940's ... he never got behind the 

wheel again, always had someone else drive him in the car he owned, then relying on family and neighbours

when his was permanently parked in the garage (then sold 20 years later for $500 ... my Uncle didn't know ... 

spent $5000 to buy it back!)

Like my grandfather ... I won't begrudge the young people their modern cars; heavily censored, constantly 

connected, every motion monitored and analyzed by insurance algorithms ... but it's not for me ... I'm glad I lived 

in my time ... don't envy theirs.

My wish is to spend my 70s going back in time... it's still there on the back roads and scenic byways... but 

disappearing fast.

Of course, the best way to see it is on a motorcycle!

From Rick MacLeod:

I believe that there is a revolution underway, however, will it be all encompassing and quick to 
evolve as predicted? The real question is going to be whether it is going to be as affordable as 
some believe it will be.

Editor's note: The people that put together these articles and your editor value input from the membership. It The people that put together these articles and your editor value input from the membership. It The people that put together these articles and your editor value input from the membership. It The people that put together these articles and your editor value input from the membership. It 

means you are reading the newsletter and that the content is meaningful. Please keep responding, whoever means you are reading the newsletter and that the content is meaningful. Please keep responding, whoever means you are reading the newsletter and that the content is meaningful. Please keep responding, whoever means you are reading the newsletter and that the content is meaningful. Please keep responding, whoever 

you may be as it is very much appreciated.you may be as it is very much appreciated.you may be as it is very much appreciated.you may be as it is very much appreciated.



Towns with rude names 
Continued from the October Newsletter:

Once again, this month I was musing about towns with rude names…well this is an all Canadian version, eh! 

Remember these are real!

Climax, Saskatchewan

Not really rude, actually kind of 

anticlimactic!

Balls Falls, Ontario

Don't see any? Not really rude.

Nipple Mountain, British Columbia

Not a rude one either, however an

idiomatic expression, I am sure there are 

no nipples to be found…



Hooker Lake, Ontario

Self-explanatory, not really rude either

Dildo Island, Newfoundland & 

Labrador

Okay, this one could be rude. There 

are some other interesting places as 

well on the map like "Spread Eagle 

Beach".

Crotch Lake, Ontario

Do not know how it got its name. Not 

rude and it looks like a nice place.



Shag Harbour, Nova Scotia

Well….

Fellow wingers we Canadians are just too polite… Until I see you all again, Be safe, 

Ride safe, Kevin Bramhoff - GWRRA Chapter BC-C



It's not always about the ride

Sometimes it's about being a tourist, or a traveler / explorer. Sometimes you just want to take a 

break, relax, enjoy your particular surroundings. Stop and smell the roses. There are some 

fascinating places that when you ride through at break neck speed you may never see again, so 

maybe, just maybe, stop for a while.

What I have gleaned from the last few rides I have been on is that most people enjoy riding as well 

as socializing. Most want a combination of the two, a ride and social time. When members are given 

the choice of a combination event or a long hard ride out of the gate, the middle and the end, the 

latter greatly limits the number of participants.

Our ride coordinators at all levels work hard at planning these events and personally I realize and 

support the efforts, however, perhaps in the future we could take a page from the SCMA play book. 

By all means plan a route and ensure it is some of the best riding available, however give the 

members the choice to alter the routes if they so desire. As long as they all meet at the destinations 

and they are all happy, what is the problem?

There are some folks (All of the Clockwise group) on this last ride (Rock Hard Buns Ride) that 

thoroughly enjoyed the first day out following the planned route, in fact we added some extra 

twists and turns onto our route plan in the "Clockwise Group". However, the next day many wanted 

to explore elsewhere, some had friends in the area they wished to visit, some wanted to find a nice 

route that gave them lunch options etc. A few members decided to ride the outlined route…guess 

what, all were very happy members at the end of the day.

So, what is the SCMA playbook, well simply put; the SCMA (Southern California Motorcycling 

Association) runs a ride called the "3 Flags Classic". It is a ride that extends from Mexico through the 

USA to Canada, some years it is the other way around. They create a route plan, however if you may 

have happened to run those roads before, there is no rule that says you cannot take another route 

as long as you make the checkpoints. Everyone knows the destinations, just get there, anyway you 

wish!

From the Desk of the 

Ride Advisors

Rick and I thought this would be good article to 

review again – written in August 2020 it reflects 

our thoughts on how riding should go within our 

chapter for 2022. It was written by yours truly as a 

"recommendation" by just another member, to 

the District and outlines members thoughts and 

feedback during that time.



Trying to force members to follow the planned route because that's what we, "the District 

Wants"… Well that is just treating everyone like children. District NWC membership is not like the 

Military, we do not need to follow orders, what we need is to be flexible and allow members to 

make choices like adults. By doing this we get more participation, greater appeal to a larger group 

of potential members, and we get more couples wanting to come along for a ride.

Please do not get me wrong…this is not a criticism of any work that has been done by our ride 

coordinator or the other volunteers. I still want to see planned riding routes like the Gypsy Run

and the latest incantation, the Rock-Hard Buns Ride. I am suggesting a new page in our playbook 

with membership flexibility when planning future rides and not forcing people, or "chiding them" 

into "following the planned route".  What I want to see is riders "spread out on the road and stay 

together for the journey".

Another fascinating fun fact…everyone had different stories to tell about the different rides, 

destinations in between and areas they explored and the "End of the Day Social". We all did 

something different and it was interesting. People were happy, no discourse because they got to 

do what they wanted and that riding & socializing was facilitated by our GWRRA District. What 

better way for people to recruit than be happy and describe their experiences to potential new 

members.

The GWRRA District NWC is not a "long distance riding club, however, we have many members 

that want that. If you wish to run a route plan that is 1200 kms in a day…that’s great, we support 

that, however many us want other choices. The more choices we have the more enjoyment, the 

more members we can recruit. 

If you want to ride hard and fast, we support that. Just be mindful, memories of that curve taken 

at 90 miles per hour will soon fade into all the rest, however, the memory of having that special 

social event with friends during a ride put on by District NWC will last a life time. A District Ride

should encompass the needs of the many – The needs of the few can stay at the chapter level or 

a personal level.

Just something to consider.

Until we see you all again, Be safe, Ride safe.



The moment is now

I did not write this - Worth the read - Really.

Barely the day started and... it's already six in the evening.

Barely arrived on Monday and its already Friday.

... and the month is already over.

... and the year is almost over.

... and already 40, 50 or 60 years of our lives have passed.

... and we realize that we lost our parents, friends.

and we realize it's too late to go back...

So... Let's try, despite everything, to enjoy the remaining time...

Let's keep looking for activities that we like...

Let's put some color in our grey...

Let's smile at the little things in life that put balm in our hearts.

And despite everything, we must continue to enjoy with serenity this time we have left. Let's try to eliminate 

the after's...

I'm doing it after...

I'll say after...

I'll think about it after...

We leave everything for later like ′′ after ′′ is ours.

Because what we don't understand is that:

Afterwards, the coffee gets cold...

afterwards, priorities change...

Afterwards, the charm is broken...

afterwards, health passes...

Afterwards, the kids grow up...

Afterwards parents get old...

Afterwards, promises are forgotten...

afterwards, the day becomes the night...

afterwards life ends...

And then it's often too late....

So... Let's leave nothing for later...

Because still waiting see you later, we can lose the best moments,

the best experiences,

best friends,

the best family...

The day is today... The moment is now...

We are no longer at the age where we can afford to postpone what needs to be done right away.

There it is fellow wingers…Make the time, go for a ride…do the riding you have always wanted…do the 

things you have always wanted…the time is now!



What’s Been Going On?

January Breakfast Gatherings

Our first gathering of 2022...big thanks to Carol Hamilton, Gerry Crapo, 

Gord Milne, Simon & Irene Hofler, Brenda & Doug Bowers, Rick & Kim 

Macleod, Phil & Gisele L'Hirondelle, and last but not least our "fearless 

leader" Karin Young for braving the elements and attending...everyone had 

a good time. Yes, I was there, taking photos so I can stay out view.

First of many more gatherings to come. Thanx, Kevin



That was January 2nd

Below is January 16th 2022 – Gord even rode his 

bike in!

Last but not least our 

esteemed editor 

arrives.

Again I am out of the 

picture! 

Kevin


