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Spring officially begins in the Northern Hemisphere on March 20 with the 

vernal equinox as the entire world experiences an equal day and night. That 

means we will be bringing our Bikes out of Hibernation very soon! Even Mr. 

Negative is looking forward to getting on his bike…speaking of which, Kevin and 

Rick have completed the ride schedule. As mentioned at our last gathering it 

should be available to all by March 31st.

It will be sent electronically to all members in good standing and it looks to be a 

great schedule with short "easy" rides starting in April to longer distances 

moving forward into the late Spring & Summer. Our Spring BBQ will be May 

29th , notices will be sent to all well in advance of the event.

Our monthly gatherings will continue to be at the Chilliwack Flying Club for the 

next few months, this has a cost which the chapter needs to recover. It is 

$50.00 per evening and that is why we charge the $5.00 per head for the 

meeting. It was the only way we could gather adhering to the regulations we 

had to follow due to the pandemic. Later this year we will be looking at other 

venues.

Sunday breakfast / rides will continue to be held at Chilliwack Elements Casino 

and will stay there until riding season when we will require earlier starts for 

riding. 

The ARC's (Advanced Rider Course for you new wingers) at the time of this 

writing had 2 spots left. It filled quickly and just reinforces the need for more 

instructors and time set aside for this training. According to Brian Holmes 

District Educator, the outlook for this year is to try to hold at least 2 more ARC's 

in the fall.

The district events, the Gypsy Ride & the Wings in the Cariboo rally are moving 

forward, they will be great events that no one should miss. You can get more 

information about district events and the rally at:                                        

https://gwrra-nwc.com/ the web page is easy to follow.                                               

Rally information requests and questions can be directed                                     

to the rally chairman at: admin@wingsinthecariboo.com

I look forward to seeing you all soon at an event, gathering,                               

and especially a ride.

Karin Young GWRRA Chapter BC-C Director
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This Month’s Cover 

Photo is Roy Daley on 

his 2003 1800 Goldwing

My First Bike
By Phill L’Hirondelle

My first bike was in 1964 I was 14 living in Hinton 

Alberta. It was a 50cc Honda Sport (the Sport had an 

upswept muffler). A few friends had the cub model 

and one older boy a huge 90cc one. We decided to 

form a club we called “The Scavengers”.

To be noticed (remember we were young teens full 

of piss and vinegar) we would take off our mufflers 

so we could sound like a big bike. Looking back, I 

think we sounded more like a drunk mosquito. We 

also had black leather jackets with skull and 

crossbones on it with curved letters letting the world 

know we were SCAVENGERS!

One of my friends dad had a Matchless scrambler so 

he steered our club to do good things for the 

community…like direct traffic at one of our Annual 

parades.

I remember directing traffic at one gathering where I 

got to wear White gloves and by putting up one 

hand, I could stop 30 cars in their path. In my mind I 

was thinking so this is what it feels like to be a cop.

Back to our friend's dad who had the Matchless, he 

took to a steep hill a good 100 feet high and showed 

us how his big knobby tires could make mincemeat 

of that dreaded hill. Of course, we all knew our bikes 

would not fail us we were indestructible. Well out of 

10 bikes 1 made it, the rest of us were all scraped up 

and bruised, but it was a good day no broken bones.

To finish off this story one friend eventually 

graduated to a 300cc Honda Dream …that was a 

huge cruiser in those days. We all thought; I wonder 

if we could get all 6 of us on it? Well, we figured it 

out and only years later to see the Cossacks perform 

such a feat at the Oyster Run in Washington 

State….we were ahead of our time.

Here I am some 55 years later with a bike with a 

bigger motor than most cars.

Some kids never grow old.

Roy Daly has been a member of the GWRRA family 

since 2011. A rider for over 40 years he began riding 

a Honda 750K then graduated to a 1982 GL 1100. Roy 

is a Burnaby fellow who's working career began with 

the RCMP in Northern Alberta. His career path 

moved from the RCMP onto the teaching profession 

where he relocated back to BC. Roy taught in 

Abbotsford for 22 years until his retirement in 

2003…His retirement gift to himself, a 2003 GL 1800 

which he still rides today.

That GL1800 has taken him and his wife Caroll all 

over N. America. In 2004 they made a road trip to 

Alaska. On his 75th birthday they rode to Palm 

Springs, then onto Florida, visiting several states 

along the way. Tennessee, Arizona, Texas, Alabama, 

Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, and Nevada, not in that 

order of course. 13888 Kilometers in total.

In 2014 Roy participated in the "Love in Motion" 

ride across Canada. Because of the many stops at 

venues between here and Halifax Nova Scotia on the 

tour, it was a 17day trip. After the meeting in Halifax, 

it was time to return home and "turn it up a Notch". 

Roy returned via the south of the border route 

making a stop in Sturgis for the rally. The return trip 

only took 4.5 days, 15358 kilometres in total.

Roy continues to enjoy riding and is looking forward 

to riding with the chapter in 2022. The new riding 

schedule holds several new riding opportunities that 

he is looking forward to.



Birthdays                        Anniversaries

Events

April                                

1 Linda Zervini

26 Toby Sandwell

29 Dave Schile

30 Don Reitsma

April

6 Kevan & Robyn MacRae

16 Doug & Brenda Bowers

23   Mark & Linda Geddes

April

10 Breakfast at the Well  10:00 am

15 Good Friday

18   Easter Monday

19    Chapter Gathering at the Flying Club-7:00pm

24    Breakfast at the Well  10:00

Kens 

Koffee

Korner is 

Back!

Kens Koffee is 
scheduled for the 
1st Thursday of 
every month. 

Location :

The Newly Renovated McDonalds 

on Luckakuck

Time:
10:00 AM

Contact Karin Young your 

Amsoil dealer in the lower 

mainland. Special pricing for 

GWRRA members.

604 798 3165   
Dealer #30390138  



I recently replaced my old tired Scorpion modular helmet for a 

new LS2 Valiant II (Orbit). It is a modular helmet with a nifty 

trick: the chin piece pivots 180 degrees back so it converts into 

a DOT approved ¾ helmet without removing anything. Many 

modular helmets have the chin piece and visor attached and 

goes up like a visor as my previous Scorpion did. I really like 

that it can convert into a ¾ helmet and still has a functioning 

visor. I can see that being great on hot riding days. It has the 

built in sunglasses that is controlled by a small lever on the 

middle bottom left of the helmet. It has suitable space to add 

speakers that required no modification. I added the Cardo Pack 

Talk Bold communication system and the larger JBL speakers fit 

perfectly. It has a chin vent and a top vent plus exhaust ports 

however I have not ridden in warm weather yet. Other 

reviewers have stated there are other helmets at this price 

point with better ventilation. This helmet is glasses friendly so 

that is a huge plus and something I didn’t need to consider 

when I bought my last helmet years ago. The comfort is 

exceptional with a very short break in period. After a few short 

rides the cushioning conformed to my cheeks comfortably. I 

ride year round so the Pinlock Max Vision System worked really 

well at keeping the visor fog free. The visor can lock into a 

slightly open position for more ventilation if needed. The best 

part about this helmet is the weight: it is 1.5 lbs lighter than my 

previous modular helmet. This change was felt immediately 

and makes for a very comfortable day of riding. This lighter 

helmet has greatly reduced the neck pain I was experiencing 

while riding. 

I really have no complaints about this helmet. I felt is was a bit 

pricey but I feel that about a lot of things these days! There is 

some wind noise when my windscreen is fully down but 

nothing unreasonable in my opinion.

The manufacture claims the LS2 Valiant II is the smallest and 

lightest modular helmet on the market. It comes in a variety of 

colors, graphics and also comes with a 5 year warranty. I 

choose the Orbit out of the 20 options available. The LS2 

Valiant II retails for about $500 and I ordered it 

from Mountainview Motorsports (formally Big top) in 

Chilliwack. Holeshot in Langley also carries this brand. If you 

are in the market for a new modular helmet – I’d recommend 

checking out the LS2 Valiant II.

LS2 Valiant II helmet review
By  Norris Greentree

A friend from my teen years found a pic 
that shows me and some of my first
bike is in the pic you can see the 
upswept muffler which was tres cool in
the 60s       Phil L’Hirondelle



My First Ride
By  Norm Estey

If you read the March Newsletter you might 

have noticed that I’m not wearing any 

protective gear.  New Brunswick did not have a 

mandatory helmet law until 1973 (two year 

after this picture).  But my brother and I always 

wore a helmet, leather jacket & gloves and 

heavy work boots on every ride.  This picture 

with my friends was posed for the 

photographer and we were dressed to go out 

for Saturday night.  I never took the bike 

anywhere that alcohol was involved … which 

was every Saturday night.  

If I had to pick just one picture to represent my 

High School years the one above has to be it.  

Not only does it show my beloved Norton, but 

it freezes a moment in time that brings back a 

lot of memories.  You might have “noticed” the 

hair … we all stopped getting haircuts after 

grade 9. I got pretty shaggy before getting a 

“trim” to go to my Graduation Dance after 

grade 12.

Did you notice my patched blue jeans?  They 

became a style and everybody wore them, but 

before that happened, my brothers and I wore 

patches because we couldn’t afford a new pair 

of pants … 

Lee Jeans were $6                                                 

on the American Side.  

Ripped Jeans are everywhere today, but my mum was 

constantly patching every rip and tear in our pants.  At first I 

was embarrassed to wear them, but eventually they became a 

source of pride as the other kids’ mums wouldn’t take the time 

to sew on more than a patch or two.  Eventually mine had 29, 

there were even “patches on patches” … each one a necessity!   

I’m also wearing my favourite shirt and a cool pair of Adidas 

Sneakers.  The shirt was an old one of my Grandfather’s.  He 

would help mum out by sending her his worn out clothes.  This 

shirt was made of heavy wool but needed a patch on one 

elbow … no problem for mum.  I wore it all the time and loved 

that shirt.  Later in life I tried to find its’ replacement but could 

never match the quality.  I finally found one at a Hardware 

Store in Bellingham.  It’s made by Woolrich Woolen Mills†, 

located in Woolrich Pennsylvania, Est 1830 … “The Original 

Outdoor Clothing Company”.

But teenage life was not all about buddies, bikes, beer and 

clothes.  Girls were a big distraction as well and I must finally 

get to the story that always comes to mind when I remember 

my patched pants.  It wasn’t just the ass and knees that wore 

out … the inside pockets also ripped out.  Eventually my mum 

sewed them closed but before she did they were just open … 

and a little breezy on a cold day.

I didn’t take many girls on my bike, but one evening I had my 

first High School crush out for a ride.  We weren’t dating but 

both interested.  That ride is memorable for what happened 

when her hands got cold and she “innocently” reached into my 

pockets to warm them up.  She got more than she bargained 

for when finding my bare thighs in the process.  She withdrew 

very fast and I was so focused on the corner that her 

momentary touch barely registered.  It wasn’t until after the 

ride, when she apologized and explained that her hands were 

cold.  I awkwardly tired to explain about my worn-out pockets. 

We had one real date after but I wasn’t very well behaved and 

she decided to find romance elsewhere.  I learned a good 

lesson and was on my best behaviour when I met Kathy a year 

later.

† NOTE:   I was disappointed to learn that the Woolrich Mill was 

closed on Jan 1, 2019.  I will take extra care of my shirt as it now 

may be truly un-replaceable.



MY FIRST BIKE
by Wayne Egan

My first bike was a Honda 350 which I bought 

in the early 70's. In 1973, now having 2 young 

boys, we built a new home and had no time for 

the motorcycle. However, it wasn't long after I 

bought myself a Yamaha 650 Special. Then in 

spring of 1983 I upgraded to a 1979 Honda 

Gold Wing. My cousin from Kamloops, Grant 

Larson, was out for a visit and introduced me 

to the GWRRA Organization and gave me an 

issue of the Wing World magazine (which I still 

have). In 1985 we became GWRRA 

members. I again upgraded, to a 1983 Honda 

Aspencade. It now became "OUR" motorcycle, 

not just mine. In the spring of 1987, the 

President of GWRRA Manitoba , Dale Ward, 

approached me to start a Chapter in our 

area. We had our first gathering on April 5th in 

our driveway with 11 people 

attending. Manitoba Chapter C was registered 

April 14/87. In 1990 we moved from Portage 

la Prairie, MB to Chilliwack, BC. We met Bill 

Flintoft, who was another Gold Wing rider who 

approached us about forming a GWRRA 

Chapter in Chilliwack. Our first official BC-C 

meeting was held in Abbotsford, October 1991 

with members of BC-A attending. Since then 

we have owned a 1991 Gold Wing, a 2003 

Harley Davidson 100th Anniversary Edition and 

currently our 2002 Gold Wing. We have met 

so many wonderful people and friends through 

GWRRA.

PS: MY FIRST AND ONLY BIKE.. (Janet 

Egan)......was a 1984 Honda CM450 which I 

bought in 1986 and then sold before we 

moved to BC



Motorcyclists with more than one motorcycle 

have been asking ICBC for many years to 

introduce a single transferable license plate, 

presumably to save money. What many people 

(motorcyclists and insurance clerks) don’t know, 

is that this product does exist as long as ALL the 

motorcycles qualify for collector. Fun fact: There 

are approximately 300 multi-vehicle plates for 

collector motorcycles in BC.

The toughest part is qualifying for a collector 

plate. ICBC has a pretty well laid out process to 

qualify but it is also very specific (google ICBC 

collector plates or type 

https://www.icbc.com/vehicle-

registration/collector-mods/Pages/Collector-

vehicles.aspx into your search bar). ICBC is very 

picky about appearance and use of collector 

plated vehicles so make sure you follow all the 

rules when applying and when riding a bike with 

these plates (not to work or school, etc.). ICBC 

needs pictures and a form (MV1425 042019) 

filled out, your insurance broker may be able to 

provide you with some guidance….but be 

prepared to do your own research and follow 

their instructions PRECISELY to minimize 

questions and have approvals completed as 

efficiently as possible (try not to give them any 

reasons to say “no”).

Most people think that a vehicle must be over 25 

years old to qualify but it may be possible for 

some as young as 15 years if they are limited 

production vehicles (think of Italian motorcycles 

or perhaps a Honda Rune). If your motorcycle is 

25 years old or older you just need to fill out the 

forms and submit pictures but if you are trying to 

get a plate for a limited production bike between 

15 and 25 years old, ICBC will require additional 

documentation to support the “limited 

production” claim. On their website they indicate 

they need a confirmation letter from the 

manufacturer but may accept other information 

where a manufacturer can not provide this. For 

example, some motorcycle manufacturers have 

changed ownership or gone out of business and 

past records may be impossible to locate. I have 

referenced books (photocopied pages) and 

articles. I have also printed information from 

motorcycle forums and web pages where 

production numbers are suggested (ICBC claims

Floating Plates for Multiple Motorcycles –

Collector Plates are the key

they will not follow internet links 

but if you print the page with the 

link source it seems acceptable). 

I would suggest more 

information rather than just a 

minimal amount.

Once your motorcycles are approved for collector plates 

don’t run down and pick up your plate; rather, contact 

your insurance broker and advise them you want to put 

your bikes on a multi-vehicle plate. If they tell you it is not 

possible, refer them to ICBC Bulletin 10 from September 5, 

2014 has a section on Collector Floater Plates and page 5 

has the schedule (MV1919B (052009)) which must be 

completed for your motorcycles.

The big question is how much can be saved. The answer 

depends on how many motorcycles will be registered. I 

found that 3 collector bikes on a single floating plate 

would save about $34 per year over individual plates. By 

registering individually for partial years, one can save 

more money than that quite easily. It really is a numbers 

game. Obviously with more bikes, more money is saved 

and for my three bikes, a floating plate does not save 

enough to make much difference. But everyone should 

check it out for themselves if they have three or four bikes 

or more.

Doug Janzen



From the Desk of the 

Ride Advisors

All rides moving forward will be confirmed by 

email as to whether they will be cancelled or 

postponed or going forward the week 

preceding the ride. All rides will be confirmed 

and directions / route maps, instructions & 

meeting points will be sent out for the rides in 

2-week increments.

Rides that are postponed due to specific 

conditions mentioned above will be cancelled 

or moved forward into the schedule. Please 

arrive with a FULL Tank and an EMPTY 

BLADDER.

April rides

All rides in April are weather & road condition 

dependent. (No riding in Snow, rain and 

temperature optional) Meeting point for all 

rides in April…Friendly Mikes parking lot, 

10:00 AM

April 16 - Ryder lake - camp river road loop. As 

this is Easter weekend Good Friday April 15 this 

ride may be moved forward into the schedule, 

Easter Weekend Being April 15 – Easter 

Monday April 18th.

April 20 – Sasquatch Loop - Agassiz – Harrison, 

Mission 

April 23 - Fort Langley - Glen valley -

Abbotsford loop

April 24 - Sunday Breakfast - Early Lunch 

Boston Bar Just to get the lead out! – (Weather 

permitting)

April 27 - Agassiz / Hope loop – Casual ride 

through the eastern Fraser Valley

April 30 – Yarrow / Chwk. Mountain loop -

Majuba Hill, Arnold, Chilliwack Mountain loop

Rick

Kevin

May Rides 
Starting in May (weather dependent as well as Event 

Schedule /Calendar dependent) Some rides to the west 

will be Saturdays avoiding lower mainland rush hour, 

Wednesdays some rides to the east with exceptions of 

course.

May 1 - Sunday ride – this is not a Sunday Breakfast; 

however, it is an option just the same - Mile Marker ride 

Langley to Chilliwack (Weather permitting)

May 4 – M&M Ride (Mission Maple ridge) Mission 

Sylvester Road, Stave Lake Road, Dewdney Trunk Road 

Maple ridge loop

May 7 – Rich-Steve ride - Steveston / Richmond – plus 

magical mystery tour – Finn Slough visit

May 8 - Sunday Breakfast – Mother's Day Ride Early -

loop through Abbotsford, Mission into Hope then home 

(Weather permitting)

May 11 – Pink House ride / Fort Langley / Harris Rd. 

loop

This has been a favorite ride destination for the Ride BC 

group and is usually a mystery ride as you have to find it 

in the Langley Area – we will guide you through scenic 

Fraser Valley farm country to find it

May 14 – Similkameen Ride - Princeton / Hedley for 

coffee / Keremeos - Kaleden loop / Old Hedley Road / 

return on Hwy 3

May 18 – Early start – Through White Rock – deepest 

darkest Surrey then Vancouver looping down to Spanish 

Banks & University endowment lands (UBC) into 

Richmond and home through Abbotsford

May 21 – New Merritt Loop - Merritt - Park Picnic lunch 

– 5a to Kamloops – Cache Creek – home via Fraser 

Canyon Hwy 1

May 22 - Sunday Breakfast – to Princeton for lite lunch 

/ picnic- loop back on Hwy 5a & 5 (Road conditions & 

Weather permitting) 

May 20 – 23 Weekend ride Since the Victoria Days 

Rally is cancelled – Ride up through Princeton - up 5a to 

Kamloops over to Salmon Arm

Last Spike Visit- historical visit

Dream Cycle Museum visit

Okanagan loop day ride

Return Via Hwy 1 through the canyon – Historic Stops

This can be a day ride, granted a long day, to check out 

the Museum and meet up with some folks or an 

overnighter and participate riding local roads with a 

special Okanagan loop.



Kevin’s Musings
As I sit here uninspired thinking what to write…then thinking as I am driving 

what do I write about when I get home?

Back to inspiration…as I was driving the other day in the rain and cold, 

wishing the weather would change so I could ride, it suddenly hit me…yes, a 

rock hit the windshield and woke me up making me more aware of my 

surroundings than usual…looking around to see what truck it might have 

flown off of I noticed I was in a rare area with bill boards along the roadside. 

Thinking to myself these are awfully boring. What may be out there that 

could be interesting or even funny?

Here is a follow up to the recently themed articles…advertising billboards 

with a comical twist. See if these grab your attention:

Remember the TV movie 

"A Christmas Story“ 

…you'll shoot your eye 

out!

Rude…sort of, however very Canadian Like this one…its true



Uranus Missouri on Historic Route 66

This is an old sign with a play on words…if you 

want a great laugh with numerous 12-year-old 

style…well just go to web page. You will laugh, even 

if you consider yourself an adult…really. Link below

https://www.uranusgeneralstore.com/

Politically motivated for profit

Kinda like this one too

Self Explanatory!



With Gravy

Irish humor maybe…

Until I see you all 

again, Be safe, Ride 

safe, Kevin Bramhoff -

GWRRA Chapter BC-C



BC History – The Roads we Ride!

This is a column we intend to run throughout the year. There will be a historic photo about a place in BC 

accompanying the narrative. We would like it if you would reply to the editor & the writer, (the links will 

be attached so you can reply) about any memories you have about the subject photo. These reply's will 

be used in the next newsletter along with the next new subject and photo. Your participation will be 

greatly appreciated by the writer, which is me!

Alexandra Lodge Update – This is a follow up to our February BC History Article about the lodge and its 

new owners and their plans…Check this link, it is an excellent article and does justice to the subject:

https://fvcurrent.com/article/alexandra-lodge/

Shirley and Ken MacKinnon, and their five 

chihuahuas, are the new residents and 

owners of Alexandra Lodge.

Photos - Grace Kennedy, Fraser Valley Current

Sumas Power House 

We ride past this spot and this unusual building often when we ride the backroads of Abbotsford. As I 

mentioned I last month's BC History article we felt it is important to note the history that we take for 

granted as we ride past. These power houses we located along the BC Electric Company tracks and 

powered the interurban rail system used to carry people and freight. There were five in total.



The Power House is now a mansion 

at 39623 Old Yale Road in 

Abbotsford. 

Literally at the corner of Old Yale 

Rd. & Old Yale Road. This is where 

the original section of "Old Yale 

Road" exists.

The former Sumas Substation on 

B.C. Electric's decommissioned 

New Westminster-to-Chilliwack rail 

line features 11,000 square feet of 

living space in the main house, plus 

three self-contained rental suites.

From BC Hydro Website sept 3 2021

Old Yale Road home not the only former 

substation to be converted

Ten bedrooms. Nine bathrooms. One hundred-plus 

years of history.

A massive 11,465 square foot property known as the 

Power House and located on the Sumas prairie in 

Abbotsford is up for sale again, this time for a cool 

$3.495 million. And it's just one of several former BC 

Electric/BC Hydro buildings in B.C. that have been 

converted to residential.

By contrast, the Earles Street Substation project in East 

Vancouver is tame – a cluster of 12 stylish strata 

condos that earned a City of Vancouver Heritage award 

in 1991. But there's a link to the two – or at least there 

once was – when electricity-powered trains known as 

the Interurban stretched from downtown Vancouver to 

Chilliwack, and from Vancouver to Steveston.

The British Columbia Electric Railway, operated by BC 

Electric – which later became BC Hydro – ran streetcar 

and Interurban commuter and freight lines in 

Vancouver and beyond from 1897 through to the 

closure of the last Interurban rail line (Marpole to 

Steveston) in 1958. And those rail lines all required 

substations for the conversion of power, including 

substations at Earles Street in East Vancouver and at 

Sumas.

Langley’s 108-year-old Coghlan Substation is 

seeing use in Chilling Adventures of Sabrina. 

Many TV and Movie productions use this 

location

Located in the 6800 block of 256th Street, the 

building attracts a lot of attention from rural 

riders, drivers and cyclists who find it 

suddenly appearing out of the trees next to 

the railway tracks.

Built in 1910, Coghlan was one of a series of 

five substations that provided electricity to 

the trains that traveled between New 

Westminster and Chilliwack, as well as to 

surrounding farmers.

Today, the Power House is a mansion at 39623 Old 

Yale Road in Abbotsford. Made of concrete, steel, 

and brick, it began life in 1906 as a substation for BC 

Electric that housed equipment for powering the 

Interurban's Fraser Valley Line, which stretched from 

Chilliwack to New Westminster, where it linked up 

with a line into Vancouver that included the Earles

Street substation. By the late 1940s, BC Electric's 

"rails to rubber" campaign – a strategy of switching 

from rails to electric-powered trolley bus lines – led 

to the decommissioning of the Interurban network 

and Vancouver's streetcars.

Most substations along the lines were eventually 

destroyed, but a few remain. Two were repurposed 

for residential use, as was BC Electric's former office 

headquarters on Burrard Street, which stands today 

as the Electra condo apartment building at the 

corner of Burrard and Nelson in downtown 

Vancouver. Vancouver residents also now walk and 

cycle along the Arbutus Greenway corridor that was 

once a BC Electric Interurban rail line that joined 

downtown Vancouver with Marpole as part of the 

Vancouver & Lulu Island Railway to Steveston.



Surrey Now-Leader MATTHEW CLAXTON Nov. 9, 2018

A bit of Hollywood magic helped restore part of one of Langley’s most iconic but least-known historic 

buildings.

Langley viewers watching Chilling Adventures of Sabrina may not realize that the Academy of Unseen 

Arts is just down the road.

The new Netflix drama, based on the Archie Comics character Sabrina the Teenage Witch, sees Sabrina 

switch from her normal, human high school to an institution that teaches conjuring and the dark arts.

The exterior shots of the Academy of Unseen Arts were provided by the Coghlan Substation, a power 

station on the B.C. Electric Rail (BCER) line that ran through the Lower Mainland.

Owner Bryant Ross was pleased that the producers provided resources to help clear away an old shed 

that had covered up part of the building’s facade for more than half a century.

“I’ve been here 30 years now, and it’s the first time I’ve seen the whole front,” said Ross.

Since 1987, the building has been owned by Ross, who uses it as an art studio. Over the years it has 

been used by many well-known artists, including painters Norval Morrisseau, Issac Bignel, and Gerry 

Meeches, and Northwest Coast carvers Gene Brabant and the Hunt Family.

After the BCER shut down in the 1950s, a glass-making company bought the building. The new owners 

tore the front steps off the power station and built a wooden shed-like structure along the whole lower 

front of the building, covering up the former front door and several windows. 

Coghlan Station, and the surrounding Coghlan area, was named after BCER employees and Langley 

pioneers Henry and Nathaniel Coghlan, two brothers who cut more than 20,000 railway ties for the rail 

company during the line’s construction through the Fraser Valley.

The only other remaining substation from the BCER line stands in Sumas, where it has been converted 

into a private home.

The area around the building was also the scene of a grisly murder shortly after its construction.

Two Italian laborer's working nearby got into a dispute. It ended when one man killed the other, cut 

off his head, and threw it down the power station’s well.

It has been restored to it's original look for the Movie productions – see above photo. This is how the 

Sub-station looked in the 1930's – Left. While they didn’t replace the front steps with permanent 

stairs, there’s now a plywood staircase treated to look like stone or cement. It gives visitors a good 

idea what the building looked like in its heyday.



The Earles Street substation was built in 1912 

to supply electricity to the Central Park Line 

that ran along Vanness Avenue. BC Electric 

Company architectural engineer Robert Lyon 

designed the substation.

In 1990, architect Linda Baker converted the 

substation into twelve strata apartments.

4590 Earles St, Vancouver BC

Below - tram cars in Vancouver heading to 

the Fraser Valley

My parents told me years ago, they would ride the tram out to Chilliwack from the Strathcona area 

of Vancouver out to Chilliwack to pick Hops as a summer job. Commuting from Vancouver to 

eastern Fraser Valley seemed much easier than today…ever tried to take a bus to Vancouver, me 

either, however I believe it to be quite an ordeal

The last tram rolling out on its final journey in 1956



Alexandra Bridge – Next month BC History will feature this iconic Bridge and what we now

ride across

There you have fellow wingers…remember "the rail lines are still there." 

Until next month

Be Safe – Ride Safe

Kevin Bramhoff



Advanced Riding Course 

A.R.C.

June 4th and 5th

Chapter BC-C and District NWC are hosting an A.R.C. FOR JUNE 4TH AND 5TH, 2022

Saturday June 4th – Mandatory Classroom 2pm-5pm

45700 Wellington Ave., Chilliwack

(doors will be open at 1pm, please show up at least 15 minutes before start time)

Sunday June 5th – A.R.C. parking lot range work. 9am – 3pm

Kal-Tire, 43990 Progress Way, Chilliwack (north off the Lickman exit) Please be there for 8:30 for sign in

Registration cost: $60.00

Contact: Karin Young at 604-798-3165 or email gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com

Save The Date!

May 29

Bike Maintenance Day/Chapter BBQ

Mike and June Brouse have generously

offered their home and garage for our

Chapter members to do some light 

maintenance on their bikes or not! 

Afterwards there will be a BBQ for all 

to enjoy. More info will be forthcoming 

but save the date!



TOWNS OF THE GYPSY RIDE

These are the cities and towns that you will travel through if your are participating in the Gypsy 

Ride this year. 

Plagerized by Rick MacLeod-edited for length by Kevin Bramhoff

CACHE CREEK

The Village of Cache Creek is located in the dry belt of the southern interior of British Columbia at the 

junction of highways 1 and 97, 84 km west of KAMLOOPS. The name refers to the fur trade era of the early 

1800s, when supplies were "cached" nearby by the fur traders.

The name is derived, apparently, from a cache or buried and hidden supply and trade goods depot used by 

the fur traders of either the Hudson's Bay Company or its rival the North West Company. Although it was first 

incorporated as a Local District municipality with the name Cache Creek in 1959, the name has been 

associated with this community since long before incorporation. The Cache Creek post office was established 

in 1868. 

Cache Creek is a historic transportation junction The same intersection and the town that grew around it was 

at the point on the Cariboo Wagon Road where a branch road, and previously only a trail, led east to Savona's 

Ferry on Kamloops Lake. This community is also the point at which a small stream, once known as Riviere de 

la Cache, joins the Bonaparte River. 

PRINCE GEORGE

The City of Prince George's origins can be traced to a fur trading post founded in 1807 by Simon Fraser on 

traditional Lheidli T'enneh territory. Agricultural settlement around the trading post - named Fort George -

began in the early 1900s when the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway (later CN Rail) entered the region. The railway 

arrived in 1914 and construction started on the town that would eventually become the City of Prince 

George on March 6, 1915.

There is a long-standing debate over how the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway came to name the community at 

the junction of the Fraser and Nechako Rivers, "Prince George".

Two main competing reasons were given for the choice:

1. Grand Trunk Pacific vice president Morley Donaldson claimed it had been named after King George V of 

the United Kingdom. However, before being crowned, George V was known as Prince Edward and not 

Prince George.

2. In an internal company memo written in December 1911, President Charles Hays suggested Prince 

George was chosen because it would ensure the company's new town site was "permanently 

distinguished from the numerous towns now called Fort George, South Fort George, etc., which are in the 

vicinity" and also make clear none of the other towns carried the company's endorsement.

But a third - and most likely - explanation holds the town was named after Prince George Edward Alexander 

Edmund, who was King George VI's youngest brother, the future Duke of Kent, and uncle to Queen Elizabeth 

II. Prince George married Princess Marina of Greece and Denmark in 1934 and the couple had three children: 

Edward, Alexandra, and Michael. He was killed in an air crash in Scotland in August 1942 while serving as a 

wing commander in the Royal Air Force.



George Street in the 1920s (note the old City Hall at the foot of Connaught Hill)

DAWSON CREEK BC

As the seat of the Peace River Regional District and a service centre for the rural areas south of the Peace 

River, the city has been called the "Capital of the Peace". It is also known as the "Mile 0 City", referring to 

its location at the southern end of the Alaska Highway.

Dawson Creek is named after the watercourse of the same name, itself named after George Mercer 

Dawson who led a surveying team through the area in August 1879; a member of the team labelled the 

creek with Dawson's name.[3] The community that formed by the creek was one of many farming 

communities established by European-Canadian settlers moving west through the Peace River Country. 

When the Canadian government began issuing homestead grants to settlers in 1912, the pace of migration 

increased. With the opening of a few stores and hotels in 1919 and the incorporation of the Dawson Creek 

Co-operative Union on May 28, 1921, Dawson Creek became a dominant business centre in the area. After 

much speculation by land owners and investors, the Northern Alberta Railways built its western terminus 

3 km (2 mi) from Dawson Creek. The golden spike was driven on December 29, 1930, and the first 

passenger train arrived on January 15, 1931. 

The arrival of the railway and the construction of grain elevators attracted more settlers and business to the 

settlement. The need to provide services for the rapidly growing community led Dawson Creek to 

incorporate as a village in May 1936. A small wave of refugees from the Sudetenland settled in the area in 

1939 as World War II was beginning. The community exceeded 500 people in 1941. 

Upon entering the war, the United States decided to build a transportation corridor to connect the US 

mainland to Alaska. In 1942, thousands of US Army personnel, engineers, and contractors poured into the 

city – the terminal of rail transport – to construct the Alaska Highway. The highway was completed in less 

than a year.  



HINTON AB

The creek The Town of Hinton was named for William P. Hinton, Vice President and General Manager of the 

Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. The community was named in 1911. In 1911 the Grand Trunk Pacific built a 

station house at mile 978 west of Winnipeg. The station was named Hinton, and the community was born.

The Canadian Northern Railway also established a station called Bliss in 1914. The Canadian Northern 

Railway ran north of the Grand Trunk Pacific line and the Bliss station was located about 4 miles east of 

Hinton in the Athabasca River valley.

The construction of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway saw the establishment of a construction camp at the 

mouth of Prairie Creek (at the Athabasca River) in 1908. A trestle was built over the creek and is still in use 

by CN today.

The Canadian National Railway became the owner of both rail lines, the Canadian Northern and the Grand 

Trunk pacific and various portions of both lines were used by the new parent company. The company, 

however, abandoned the use of the rail line through Bliss in 1926 and once again the rail line through Hinton 

was opened.

KAMLOOPS, BC

Growth that began with the gold rush of the late 1850s was sustained with the arrival of the “overlanders” 

in 1862 and the railroad in 1885. Kamloops was incorporated as a city in 1893, and North Kamloops 

became a village in 1946 and a town in 1961. The two communities were amalgamated in 1967 to form 

the city.

Kamloops, city, southern British Columbia, Canada. It lies astride the confluence of the North and South 

Thompson rivers near their expansion into Kamloops Lake. It originated as a trading settlement, founded by 

Alexander Ross of the Pacific (Astoria) Fur Company, who called it Cumcloups (from an Indian word meaning 

“meeting of the waters”); in 1813 the North West Company bought out the Pacific. 

The trading concession was sold in 1821 to the Hudson’s Bay Company, which moved its post (Fort 

Kamloops) in 1862 across the river to what is now North Kamloops. Growth that began with the gold rush of 

the late 1850s was sustained with the arrival of the “overlanders” in 1862 and the railroad in 1885. 

Kamloops was incorporated as a city in 1893, and North Kamloops became a village in 1946 and a town in 

1961. The two communities were amalgamated in 1967 to form the city.

TO GET MORE INORMATION ON THESE INTERESTING AND VIBRANT TOWNS AND CITIES 
CHECK OUT BRITANNICA, WIKIPEDIA AND GOOGLE. THESE ARE THE SITES I PLAGERIZED 
FOR ALL THIS INFORMATION.

Rick MacLeod – Chapter BC-C Ride Advisor



1997 Honda Valkyrie

New tires, new battery, comes with a t-bag and 
tank bag, also have the full mechanic manual. 
Asking $5,600. 40,000km
Contact Karin at 604-798-3165 

Advertising Rates
We are offering paid 

advertising on an annual basis. 

Based on 11 issues a year.

Banner ad                 $50
(Like Amsoil ad on pg. 4)

¼ page                       $50

½ page                       $100

Full page                   $150

A complete JPEG file will work or I 

can build one with supplied logos 

and photos.

For Sale Items
Items for sale will still be gratis and 

offered on a monthly basis. 

Advertiser must inform about 

renewing for additional months. The 

ad will not automatically be 

renewed if item is not sold.



What’s Been Going On with BC-C?

February 17th

Breakfast Gathering

One late                      

comer!

March 13th Breakfast Gathering

A happy group 

I got to stay out of the shot again!

I lost Rick in the mug shots…sorry



BC-C Chapter Gathering notes – March 15 2022

17 happy members attended as our BC-C Chapter Director Karin Young Held Court. We welcomed 2 new 

members to our gathering (their first time attending a meeting) Norris & Cindy. Many items were discussed 

and the highlights were:

• The Gypsy Ride

• The Wings in the Cariboo Rally 

• 2022 BC-C ride schedule

• Greenheart Run

• GWRRA Levels program presented by Brian Holmes – GWRRA District NWC Educator 

Many members in attendance had indicated that they had signed up for the Gypsy Ride as well as the Rally. 

Mr. Bramhoff, as Rally Chair, stated that he expected all chapter C members to attend this year…laughter of 

course was heard throughout the room. All attendees were enthusiastic about the upcoming district ride as 

well as the rally, so the indication is that there could be good participation levels from our chapter at these 

events.

Everyone seemed very enthusiastic about this year's ride schedule and the fact that the number of riding 

opportunities, especially Saturdays & Wednesdays, is greater than ever. The ride schedule will be sent to all 

electronically by March 28th. Any questions about this can be directed to the ride advisors:

Gwrrabcc.rides@gmail.com or Kevin Bramhoff kbramhoff1@shaw.ca or Rick MacLeod 001caper@gmail.com

Sunday Breakfast (every second Sunday as usual) will continue at the Casino until riding season kicks in and 

we will require earlier starts. Karin discussed the Greenheart run and a venue change. The 2022 Greenheart 

luncheon will be held at the Silver Chalice in Hope BC. Similar to what we have done at Dukes, the lunch will 

be catered and the bonus is (as this is a Fundraiser for the Chapter) we make some money and there is no 

clean up! The riding will be different as well…look forward to something new.

A big Thankyou to Carol Hamilton for baking and bringing "Irish Carrot Cake". Gerry Crapo and Carol 

Hamilton were also "best dressed" in Irish Attire in honour of St. Patrick's Day! Thank you to Brian Holmes 

for attending our gathering and presenting the levels program. Another big thanks to Doug Janzen for 

running out and getting cream for coffee at the last minute, as well as to Debbie Horin for bringing cookies. 

No-one Starved during the meeting! No-one was harmed or photos taken during the event!






