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Photo of the recent past – 2019 Wings in the Cariboo Rally 
 

There is a 
whole 
lotta good 
stuff in 
here! 
 

Take a 
look! 
 
 

This is the 
first issue 
of this 
newsletter 
as you see 
it now! 
Might 
change, 
who 
knows? 
 

Read it all 
 
Enjoy! 
 

No 
content 
list, just 
scroll 
through. 

Contents 



Fraser Valley Motorcycle Enthusiasts - FVME 

is a group of like-minded motorcycle enthusiasts that like 
to ride, socialize, and tour together while enjoying our 
chosen motor sport / recreation. It is “casual” meaning 
everyone rides their own ride. Formed from the ashes of 
the former GWRRA Chapter BC-C it remains a distinct 
happy group that enjoy each other’s company in a social 

setting. 
The only expectations of people within this group: 

• Treat all with the same level of respect you expect 

• Be safe – Ride safe 

• Show up to rides well prepared 

• Do not complain if something is not going your way, just change it up for yourself and go ride 

• If you do not like the ride route or a destination, don’t go – find your own 

• Ride alone or with friends being mindful of your own limitations 

This group has no yearly dues or fees. This group does not provide any tangible benefits. It does 
provide ride suggestions, routes, and even events from time to time. FVME encourages and facilitates 
riding that is intrinsic to all that wish to participate. It does have all of the intangible benefits we 
desire. Comradery, friendships, opportunities to tour and socialize while enjoying the ride as well as 
the destinations which are all priceless! 
 
FVME has no governing body to report to. FVME is on its own with no structure other than the group 
members getting together and riding. FVME is not associated or affiliated with any other riding group. 
FVME is not political, religious, or possess any other agenda other than facilitating riding for those in 
contact within the group. There are no leaders and therefore no followers.  
  
FVME welcomes all motorcycle brands and does not distinguish or pass judgment on the type of 
motorcycle being ridden or the riders upon them. FVME is a “loose group” meaning there is no 
requirement to become a “member”, you are a member if you agree to be on the email list (which all 
will have access to) and show up for a ride or event. FVME does not promote or discourage anyone 
from being associated with any other riding group. 
 
Karin & I, will not be in a leadership role with this group or any new group regardless of what 
transpires in the weeks and months to follow. We will be available to assist in facilitating riding and 
events within FVME. However, it really all comes down to you…it is up to you to ride when and where 
you want and communicate with all members if you choose to do so. 
 
It’s a new beginning so Carpe Diem – Seize the day! Looking forward to seeing you all in 2023. 
 
Be Safe – Ride Safe 
Kevin Bramhoff – Karin Young 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FVME facilitators Karin Young & Kevin Bramhoff 
 
Once riding season resumes there will be a published ride list 
sent electronically to all as well as posted on the Face book 
page…all group associates will be free to choose rides from it, 
communicate with others in the group and a plan rides. 
 
A regular breakfast meeting schedule will be published only 
modified during riding season with respect to meeting times. 
 
Other event notices will be posted on Face Book as well as sent 
electronically to all. 
 
A notice will be sent to all to confirm they wish to be on the 
email list which will become available to all to communicate 
with all associates to plan rides and social activities…invite as 
few or as many as you wish. Ride with those you enjoy riding 
with or invite people you may not have met yet. It’s up to you! 

 
Fraser Valley Motorcycle Enthusiasts affords all the opportunity to ride how and when they 
want…there are no published rules to follow, flags to salute, policies to follow, basically freedom to 
participate any way “we” like. The informality provides flexibility and keeps the group casual and fun. 
 
Consider this, we were all members of former GWRRA chapters because we like the people we have 
met. It’s those valuable relationships that gave us the reason to be members in the first place. This 
group provides a unique easy way of keeping in touch, riding together, and maintaining those 
friendships. Yes, it is a bit different than what you have been used to. We say embrace the changes, 
It’s a new beginning! 



Kens Koffee is scheduled for the 
1st Thursday of every month. 
 
Time: 10:00 AM 
 
Location: Chilliwack Curling Club 
on 9291 Corbould St.  
 

Breakfast Gatherings every 2nd week unless 
otherwise advised – Next one Feb 5th!  
 

Location: Elements Casino - 8180 Young Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 4N9  - Time: 10:00 Am  
 



 

Contact Karin Young your Amsoil dealer in the lower mainland. Special 

pricing for FVME members. 604 798 3165 Dealer #30390138 

 

Mitten Tree 
We have been doing the “Mitten 

Tree” with Chilliwack Central 

Elementary School for six years now. 

We have decided to keep it in place. 

It is a tradition now that we intend to 

continue. There will be a new principal 

at the school in 2023 and we will be 

reaching out to see this program 

continues. 
 

We will keep all aprised as to how we 
are moving forward and ensure all 
FVME associates have the opportunity 
to contribute. 
 

 
 

Rides… 
 

We are planning on publishing a ride 
list sometime in February where 
everyone can choose the ride of their 
liking and get out there. 
 
 
 
 



Night Riding - TIPS AND ADVICE FOR VENTURING THE 

NIGHT SAFELY. 

Riding in the dark can be thrilling: cooler nights, fewer road users and less 

traffic result in a more isolated ride. But with the darkness comes new 

hazards; with less daylight, visibility drops, temperatures dip, fogs and frost 

start settling in... 

 

WEAR REFLECTIVE MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 

Most of what drivers see is the rider, which is why it’s important you take into account your visibility on 

your bike at night. 

For roadworkers, the primary method for increasing your visibility is by wearing clothing with reflective 

panels or garments labelled “3M”, which can also be found on the exterior of most modern motorcycle 

garments. 

There is a common misconception that wearing Hi-Viz yellow or orange increases your visibility at 

night, and while it draws a road user’s attention, it doesn’t reflect light and at low light won’t do much 

to improve your visibility as wearing any other colour. 

The retroreflective 3M panels on garments such as jackets, vests and neckwear are made from a silver 

cross weave that is designed to reflect light back at its source and light up when illuminated by 

headlights on the road. 

INCREASE YOUR VISION 

Obviously, your own vision is equally as important as whether other road users see you. 

Clean your headlights. Your headlights are your primary source of visibility when riding in darkness, so 

ensuring they don't fail on you is essential. 

Most headlight bulbs are quoted to last between 400 - 600 hours on maximum output, so if you ride 

regularly ensure you change them before they start to dim and fail on you. Other factors such as bike 

vibrations, outside weather, temperature and age can also affect the bulbs, so check them regularly. If 

possible, bring along spare bulbs when you head out. Better yet, replace the incandescent bulbs with 

LED’s. 

Over time your headlight lenses become subjected to wear and tear. Sunlight, dirt and everyday grime 

can fog your headlight lens and leave them cloudy, yellow and scratched.  

Even a thin layer of dust can reduce the amount of light your bike emits – this can be fixed with a quick 

wipe of your lenses with a cloth and water. Motorcycle helmet visor cleaner works great in a pinch when 

out exploring too. Don’t forget to clean your visor! 

 

 



Stock incandescent bulbs make riding at night tough. I solved my problem by installing LED lights. They 

improved my distance vision and brightened the roadway making it easier for me to ride, when I have 

to, at night. 

LED headlights also offer a better quality of light than other bulbs do. The light they create is white and 

clear, unlike the warm yellow light produced by halogen bulbs. Since the light is clearer, it makes it 

easier for you to see while driving in low lighting. There is also a decrease in the blinding effect for the 

driver on the other side of the road. Because the light quality is so much better, driving at night is much 

safer when you have motorcycle LED lights. With improved vision and more secure driving conditions, 

can you really afford not to have LED headlights?  

LED lights have a much longer life cycle than traditional incandescent bulbs. In fact, LED motorcycle 

headlights can last many years longer than conventional headlights. Not only does this mean you won’t 

need to replace them as often, but you will also actually save time, effort, and money by installing 

them.  

Additionally, LED headlights provide better shock resistance. This is crucial for motorcycles where the 

engine vibration is much more intense than it is in a car. LED lights are also less susceptible to weather 

damage. This all, in turn, leads to less wear and tear, meaning your LED bulbs will last even longer. As an 

added bonus, when your LED bulbs do finally reach the end of their life, they won’t go out abruptly. 

They gradually dim, making it simpler for you to know when they need to be replaced without leading to 

dangerous driving conditions.  

Yellow stock incandescent bulbs Vs. LED Lights 

Thanx for reading this…Until I see you all on the road 

again, Be safe – Ride safe. 

Kevin Bramhoff 

 



 Motorcycle Packing 

– the epitome of Travelling 

Light 
 

Jennifer and I are long time motorcycle enthusiasts who enjoy touring around the Island, across 

the province and around the continent.  Whether we’re heading up to Telegraph Cove for the 

weekend, or Cape Breton for a month, we’ve learned that packing light is essential.  This 

doesn’t just apply to motorcycling though.  Any adventure is more enjoyable when you… 

Travel Light, Travel Lightly, Travel Well. 

 

Over the years there’s a few critical tips we have learned. 

1. Don’t be afraid to stop and smell the roses.  While you’re at it, do some laundry.  Not 

only will this reduce the amount of clothing you need to pack, but it will also make your 

duffel smell like roses instead of sweaty socks. 

http://www.adventureclothing.ca


2. Canada Post is your friend.  At first I loved that Jennifer’s souvenir and gift shopping was 

curtailed by the small amount of space relegated to her in the motorcycle.  Now she  

shops to her heart’s content and ships her purchases home ☺ 

3. Multipurpose clothing is key.  The Fig Cozumel Dress can be worn as a t-shirt dress, with 

leggings on a cooler day, or as sleepwear.  The Kosan Go dress has three skirt lengths: 

short for a bicycle ride, medium for a walk along the beach and long for an elegant 

evening out.  The Cabana Life Sport Zip Polo and Longer Swim Skirt can be worn for 

swimming, sunning, shopping, and lunching…. all in the same day! 

When packing, it’s far too easy to go through your wardrobe and find a thousand different 

“must have” items.  To keep us on track, we’ve developed a list over the years and sticking to it 

makes all the difference. 

Note, this is specifically tailored for motorcycling, but with a few adjustments can easily be 
transformed into a Seattle Shopping Trip, a Tofino beach vacation, etc.  Also, this list includes what 
you’re wearing the day you leave, and requires a weekly laundry day on longer trips. 
 

His Clothing Her Clothing 
4 Pair Underwear 
4 Pair Socks 
4 T-Shirts 
1 LS Shirt (warm) 
2 Casual Shirts 
1 Pair Casual Shorts 
 

1 Pair Casual Pants 
Bathing Suit  
Jacket w/Liner 
Walking Shoes/Sandals 
Hat 
 

4 Pair Underwear 
4 Pair Socks 
4 T-Shirts 
1 LS Shirt (warm) 
2 Tops 
1 Dress 
1 Pair Pants or skirt 
 

Bathing Suit 
Jacket w/Liner 
Walking Shoes/Sandals 
Hat 
1 Regular Bra 
1 Sports Bra 
 

  

His Miscellaneous Her Miscellaneous 
Cell Phone 
Passport 
Sunglasses 

Toiletry Kit 
Book / Magazine etc. 
Small Messenger Bag 

Cell Phone 
Passport 
Sunglasses 

Toiletry Kit 
Book / Magazine etc. 
Small Purse 
 

 

Shared / General Items 
Laundry Pods 
Sunscreen 
Travel Towel(s) 

Bug Spray 
After Bite / After Burn 
 

First-aid Kit 
Water & Snacks 
 

Phone Charging Cables 
Playing Cards 

 

Packing light frees your mind to enjoy your travel 

moments rather than excess baggage… of all kinds. 

Tony and Jennifer, Adventure Clothing, www.adventureclothing.ca 
  

https://adventureclothing.ca/search?q=cozumel
https://adventureclothing.ca/search?q=kosan+go
https://adventureclothing.ca/products/cabanalife-sport-zip-polo-sunny-shores?_pos=6&_sid=5492f393e&_ss=r
https://adventureclothing.ca/products/cabanalife-longer-swim-skirt?_pos=5&_sid=5492f393e&_ss=r
http://www.adventureclothing.ca/


First Meet Up FVME in 2023 
 

Sundays at the casino – many showed up to catch up 
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Why you should wear compression 
socks when motorcycling 
We all know how sitting on a long flight can cause ankles to swell and legs to ache.  This is due 
to poor circulation from sitting in one position for long periods of time, preventing blood from 
flowing the way it should.  The same issue is also common among motorcyclists. Fortunately, 
compression socks offer a safe, simple, and inexpensive way to keep blood from stagnating. 
These are specially made, snug-
fitting socks that gently squeeze 
your legs, and help your veins and 
leg muscles move blood more 
efficiently. Graduated 
compression socks apply more 

pressure at 
the ankles 
and less 
pressure 
further up 
the leg which helps to fight swelling and discomfort. 
Compression socks aren’t just for travelling though.  Marathon runners, 
athletes, hikers, and anyone who spends a lot of time on their feet can 
benefit from increased circulation.  Better blood flow increases the 
oxygen being delivered to muscles, helping them to recover quickly which 
reduces soreness and cramping. 
In addition to the health and wellness benefits, companies such as 
Sockwell are now producing compression socks in a variety of colours and 

patterns adding flair and style while putting the spring back in your step.  

Order on-line, or visit Jennifer in our store at 560 Yates St, Victoria BC.   

  
  

https://adventureclothing.ca/collections/sockwell


Rider's Gazette  
Presented by "The Carbon Monoxide Warriors" Terry 
Teeft & Kevin Bramhoff 
 
Originally published Feb 2 2019 
 

Fellow Riders: 
Welcome to the second edition of the Riders Gazette. I guess we did it! We did not receive any 
complaints, that we know of at least. This time round we will proceed with the same theme of 
personal responsibility, following up on R.E.A.D.Y... 
 
A couple of afternoons ago Terry and I were discussing the recent inaugural article. We felt that 
a further article about personal responsibility with respect to riding would be timely. 
We have all heard the phrase "Ride your own Ride"…what does that mean. Trying to 
contextualize "ride your own ride" can be difficult as this phrase has different meanings for 
different people. It boils down to this, it ultimately means that you are responsible for your 
own personal safety. 
 
Within that context personal safety ranges from your state of mind, to the gear / protective 
clothing you wear, to your riding style. Confidence plays a big role in your own personal safety, 
confidence that your gear will protect you should something occur, confidence in your state of 
mind and riding ability as well as style. 
 
It also takes confidence in yourself to do what you feel comfortable in doing. It takes 
confidence to choose to be an individual when facing peer pressure. It also takes courage to 
pull out of the group when they are doing something you are not comfortable with and not 
bow to peer pressure. Perhaps the group is going too fast for your comfort zone or too slow, or 
passing in what you would consider dangerous conditions, you need the courage of your 
convictions to give you the confidence to act in accordance with your comfort / safety zone. 
 
It takes courage to expose your convictions to a hard-core group, however, be mindful, you are 
responsible for your safety not that group. Ride your own ride, stop when you need to, decide 
to ride when you want. If you do not wish to ride in poor weather conditions or high traffic or 
darkness or a particular time of day, Ride your own Ride! 
 
As you are riding your own ride, listen to the voices in your head (we all know Terry & I hear 
voices, maybe not the type you hear, but voices none the less) you need to brave enough to 
recognize them. When you are uncomfortable, perhaps going too fast riding above your skill set 
and you hear that little voice in your head saying "slowdown" then perhaps the voices in your 
head are correct! Pay attention to yourself do not let the pressure of the rest of the group 
dictate your ride. Do is what comfortable for you. 



Ask yourself, how am I riding today? Am I focusing? Little things like that. Speak to another 
rider, one following you perhaps and ask them what they see…are you doing okay? Come to 
think of it, ensure you ask someone with riding experience. Who do you listen to, someone that 
claims to have ridden for 35 years but really only has 1 years' experience repeated 35 times, or 
a seasoned trusted, formally trained rider? The choice is yours. 
 
While we are at it, do not feel overly secure in the "Cocoon of Safety". Just because you are 
AGATT, wearing high vis gear, being safety conscious, (all things we advocate) surrounded by a 
group of other riders does not mean you can Zone Out! All that gear, being in the middle of a 
group does not excuse you from being vigilant and reflective of your riding. It is not "follow the 
leader", reflect on your riding and ensure you are doing your best.  
 
Each and every time you ride keep your head in the game. Keep observing, keep learning, that 
that can help keep you not only safe, but alive.  
 
Since we are on a rant, don't cheap out on your gear and don't fall for the trendy stuff! 
Purchase the best gear you can afford, after all you don't have a "Ten Dollar head, why wear a 
Ten Dollar helmet"? Those trendy good looking cool fingerless gloves…consider this, if you 
went down, even a small slide, one you could walk away from, your hands are going to be in 
contact with the pavement somewhere along the slide. With the skin scraped off your fingers, 
how are you going to "take care of yourself" after being perched upon the porcelain throne? 
Think about it…personal responsibility! 
 
Fellow riders just be mindful, all rides are different and all settings are different. Have the 
confidence in your abilities. Think about it and be able to admit that "you are" or "you're not" 
ready and when out riding, recognize what the "voices" are saying. If they are saying "Not 
having a good time at the moment", have the confidence and courage to "Ride Your Own Ride". 
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Cool Scarves 
You’ve all heard of them, and many of you 
already own some, so let’s talk about 
Cooling Scarves. 
Cooling Scarves are fabric tubes usually 
worn around the neck for protection from 
heat.  Cooling Scarves are generally made 
from a fabric that is fast drying and inlaid 
with crystalline polymer material.  This 
material soaks up and holds water.  As this 
water evaporates from around the neck, 
the human body temperature will be 
reduced and achieve the effect of physical 
cooling. 
Here at Adventure Clothing, we carefully 
sourced a Cooling Scarf product from a 
company called Heat Cutters out of 
Toronto.  This small operation (Ivana her 
daughter) locally produces some of the 
best cooling scarves on the market.  Ivana 
is a long-term colleague of Jennifer's and 
has a track record for providing a quality 
product at a reasonable price.  Why would 
we shop anywhere else? 

Pro-tip.  The night before your ride, soak the scarf and toss it in the freezer.  In the morning, place the 
scarf in with your lunch.  When it's time to stop for a bite, you'll have a cool lunch and a scarf that's 
ready beat the afternoon heat. 

Order on-line, or visit Jennifer in our store at 560 Yates St, Victoria BC.  

 

 

https://adventureclothing.ca/products/cool-scarf?_pos=1&_sid=4d57b0323&_ss=r


Have you ever wondered… 
 

Originally published Feb 15th 2019 

 

 

 

Who is the world's largest Motorcycle Manufacturer? 

Hero MotoCorp Ltd., formerly Hero Honda, is an Indian motorcycle and scooter manufacturer based in 

New Delhi, India. The company is the largest two-wheeler manufacturer in the world, and also in 

India, where it has a market share of about 46% in the two-wheeler category. 

How many motorcycles did the world's largest motorcycle manufacturer build? 

In 2018 Hero MotoCorp sold 7,590,000 motorcycles 

Where are the largest Motorcycle Markets on the planet? 

The four largest motorcycle markets in the world are all in Asia: China, India, Indonesia, and Vietnam. 

India, with an estimated 37 million motorcycles/mopeds, was home to the largest number of 

motorized two wheelers in the world. 

How many motorcycles were sold in India in 2018? 

20.1 million. That number compiled by the reported sales of the 12 motorcycle manufacturers in India 

including Bajaj Corp, Hero, Honda, Royal Enfield, TVS & Suzuki. That number will be higher when the 

balance of manufacturers release their sales numbers. 

How many motorcycles did Royal Enfield produce in 2018? 

950,000 units. That is a staggering number. To give you an idea of scale, 95% of those motorcycles 

were destined for their home market of India & that number represents only 5% of the of the Indian 

Market place.  

How big is the Canadian Market place? 

61,549 motorcycles were sold in Canada in 2017. To give you some perspective, 52.4% of those units 

were Street Motorcycles and scooters, 45.6% were Off Road bikes and ATV's. Just for scale, Royal 

Enfield sells 75,000 motorcycles per month in India alone. 

What is the Market share within Canada? 

30.6% of sales occurred in Quebec in 2017, 21.4% in Ontario the balance spread amongst the other 

smaller provinces. 



Over the last 5 years (2012 – 2017) new motorcycle sales in Canada were rising at approximately 

2.58%. That trend is not going to change much according to recent forecasts. 

Well, there you have it, our market for motorcycles is not so big after all. (See further along in this 

newsletter) I wonder how many of those Canadian sales were Gold Wings? Makes you think…right? 

Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe. 

Respectfully Kevin Bramhoff 

   



Product Highlight Page 

 

Sponsored by: 

Eagle Creek Cargo Hauler 40L Duffle 

A little while ago, I was preparing for a Motorcycle Packing Seminar and trying to find the perfect bag, not 
just for a motorcycle trip, but a variety of other uses as well, such as a weekender bag, gym bag, camping 
bag, etc.  Eventually I settled on the Eagle Creek Cargo Hauler 40 L Duffle. 

This ultra-light (just over 1lb) and durable duffle is the 
perfect size to fit on the trunk rack or back seat of your 
‘Wing, with six convenient lash points to keep it secure. 
The extra durable and completely waterproof exterior 
material is reinforced at the weakest points for extra 
support.   

The side grab handles, padded top haul handles and 
removable backpack straps make it easy to carry it 
whether you're going from the bike to the motel, a day 
touring the town, or out on an early morning hike.  The 
U-shaped opening gives easy access to the main 
compartment, in addition to zippered end pockets and 
an internal mesh compartment to protect and organize extra gear.  One thing I absolutely love about this 
bag is that the end compartments are independently waterproof from the main compartment, giving you 
the perfect place to keep wet bathing suits or stinky socks!  

The foam padded bottom protects your contents from impact, while lockable zippers, which are protected 
by a storm flap, keep prying fingers out of your bag.  Speaking of the zippers, they are extremely heavy 
duty and have superior pulls to make them easy to manipulate, even while wearing motorcycle gloves.  
The bag comes in a multitude of colours, including "Rising Sun" (shown here), which combined with the 
reflective material makes it extremely visible the back of your bike.  If you're looking for the perfect 
motorcycle bag, that does so much more... then this is it! 

Order on-line or visit Jennifer in our store at 560 Yates St, Victoria BC.  www.adventureclothing.ca 

 

  

https://adventureclothing.ca/products/eagle-creek-cargo-hauler-duffel-40l?_pos=3&_sid=de7e15f15&_ss=r&variant=39508316651618
http://www.adventureclothing.ca/


 

addition to GWRRA’s year ‘round 10% discount on Tilley Hats.  On-line discount code: GWRRA. 
 

 

 
Over the years I've read several great articles regarding group riding, many of which had some 
differing opinions.  In particular, the question of riding as a "Group", or a "Gaggle" often comes up.  
Group (or Team) riding is a tight staggered formation of five or so bikes, each a second or two behind 
the offset bike, moving as a unit.  A “Gaggle” on the other hand, is a string of seemingly unrelated 
motorcycles who all coincidentally happen to be going in the same direction. 
 
Nothing looks smarter, and is many ways safer, than riding as a Group.  Benefits include:  

• a knowledgeable Ride Captain (RC) who is experienced with the route (usually) and knows 
what to lookout for;  

• a knowledgeable Sweep who is in communication with the RC and can facilitate lane changes 
as well as taking care of anyone who falls behind;  

• multiple eyes on the road; 

• and safety in numbers - it's easy to not see one motorcycle, but someone doesn’t see twenty 
bikes, then they probably shouldn’t be driving! 
 

Out on the highway, however, not everyone wants to ride in a tight-knit formation.  Some prefer to 
enjoy the scenery and vary their pace, and there’s nothing wrong with this.  Exerting influence on 
members to ride as a team, or a group, or a gaggle, if they would rather make another choice, does 
not make for a happy riding experience. 
 
There’s plenty of great articles on how to ride as a Group or a Team, but not much has been published 
on how to ride as a Gaggle.   
 
When riding as a Gaggle anytime a group is bigger than six or so bikes, it’s a good idea to split the 
group up into smaller groups.  These groups can be organized by groupings of friends but are best 
dividing up according to riding styles.  If there’s enough bikes, three groups can be made up of “Speed 
Demons”, the “10 Over Crowd” (those who typically keep it just a bit above the speed limit” and the 
“Meanders” who love stopping for lots of photos, and anything else that catches their attention.  
Riders be encouraged “ride their own ride”.  Breaking up into smaller groups helps to facilitate this, 
but it can go even further 
.   
There’s often a rider or two who wants to ride behind the designated Sweep so they can set their own 
pace and stop whenever they want, without worrying about the rest of the group.   
My final suggestion is to not commit everyone to the same route.  Throughout North America there 
are usually multiple routes to get to the same destination and there’s nothing saying we must all 
follow the same one.  A good friend of mine (Karin) often comments that if we take a couple of 
different routes to get to the same destination, we all have different stories to tell when we get there. 
Whether you ride as a Group or Gaggle, my prayer for you is the same.  Don’t let the fear of what 
could happen, make nothing happen.  Get out there and RIDE!  

 

Tony Brooks 
 

Do you Ride in a Group…  
or a Gaggle?  

https://adventureclothing.ca/products/eagle-creek-cargo-hauler-duffel-40l?_pos=3&_sid=de7e15f15&_ss=r&variant=39508316651618


 

The day this newsletter was 
created was February 
2nd…Groundhog Day in the 
USA & Canada.  
 
Did the groundhog see his shadow 
2023 in Canada? 
 
The groundhog did not see his shadow, 
meaning we could get an early spring. 
The annual tradition returned in-person 
in 2023 and was the first big event for 
this new Wiarton Willie. The previous 
prognosticator died in 2020 from a 
tooth abscess. 

 
What happened on Groundhog 
Day 2023 in the USA today? 
 

The nation's most popular marmot saw his shadow Thursday morning after 
leaving his burrow at Gobbler's Knob in Punxsutawney. That means the country 
can expect below-average temperatures for the next six weeks, if you subscribe 
to the legend of Punxsutawney Phil's weather-predicting abilities. 
 

 
Do not forget February 14th! 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Interesting stats:  
This information is not recent, 2015 was the last study by PEW Research. It does outline how 

small the North American market is, including Mexico, surprisingly, it does not even register.  



Editor's Letter: 
The final word 
 
“In the fullness of time, I am sure some other entity will be formed and if you 
really need to be part of something greater than yourselves, then you will be 
free to join”.  
 
Those were my final words from the last newsletter published for the old 
GWRRA District NWC. Out of the muck & mire FVME springs forth…it’s a 
different type of group embracing a very casual riding policy. This organization, 
is unorganized politically and very informal allowing the loosely formed 
membership to pick & choose rides they like, events they wish to attend and 
there is nothing mandatory that “must” be done. All are welcome regardless of 
any other “formal” group they may have joined. 
 
FVME encourages all participants to ride their own ride in a safe manner, 

leaving egos at home. There will be rides with group participation or just a few riders or solo, the 
options are endless. There no dues, just be nice. We are all free to make choices and if you choose to 
participate, that’s great. If you choose to complain…don’t. If you do not like something, leave. The 
policy of this group is really quite simple and refreshing. 
 
What needs to be done is being handled by volunteers giving their time freely…thank them when you 
see them. For me this new style riding group works. For me…if I don’t like something, I can choose not 
to participate, and consider this, I will not have spent money to do something I do not want to do. 
 
If you do not like the content of this newsletter, just delete it. Complaints will be ignored. 
Contributions to this newsletter are welcome and can be sent to kbramhoff1@shaw.ca I will be 
reaching out to many of you to join me for a ride in the coming months. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all on the road, until then, Be safe, Ride safe. "Carpe Diem" 

 
Respectfully  
Kevin Bramhoff – Editor – FVME 
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